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As the end of  the year approaches, it signals a time of  reflection.
Our group had another great year in the world of  woodwork-
ing. It culminated last month in the Showcase of  members’

exhibits. Perhaps we can liken it to a fall harvest. A majority of  the
projects were the result of  the activity of  the Special Interest Groups
(SIGs), and other member focus groups. This is great - we’re learning
collectively from within. 

This time of  year also promotes planning. With all of  the activity of
the “splinter” groups (pun intended), the question I pose now is
whether the majority of  the membership is still up for more? We only
had two scheduled Saturday workshops in 2008; routers and hand cut-
ting dovetails early in the year. Our intention was to include more, but
then the weather breaks once spring rolls around...and then summer
kicks in...well, you get the idea.

My point is that I feel we should be offering more Saturday work-
shops, despite the record activity of  monthly events. If  we are to pro-
ceed in planning them, the Program Committee will need a Saturday
Workshop Coordinator. This person will be responsible for planning
and delegating among other members for the events. It is really not a
difficult task - and basically involves coordinating proposed dates at
the Barn (with the Smithtown Historical Society), or other meeting
hall or member’s shop. Bob Schendorf  has just offered his
Huntington shop for our use with a small group. At the monthly
meetings, announcements can be made for sign-up for the workshops.
The coordinator would then make sure everything is in place for the
event, plan for lunch, and enjoy the day! If  you are among the many
who will be interested in the position, please contact me as soon as
possible.

It is now a Sunday morning and I am planning a day in the shop. Not
for me, mind you. I am focused on doing my part in bringing some
joy to the heart of  a child this holiday season. Please remember that
the December meeting is our toy drive for the US Marine Corps “Toys
for Tots” program. The Marines will be collecting our shop-made toys
for distribution to families across Long Island. As a thank you to our
membership (and an extra incentive), there will again be a special raf-
fle for all participating members. For each toy, you will receive a raffle
ticket (up to 10 tickets). There will be several drawings for prizes.

As I’ve stated before, I am not a toy-maker. I’ve always struggled with
the simple complexity of  making safe, sturdy, interesting toys for kids.
Therefore, on the suggestion of  members at the meeting, I am mak-
ing what I am comfortable with - furniture. I hope the Webkinz and
dolls appreciate the craftsmanship.
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Mike Daum opened the meeting with the first
order of  business, the nomination of  officers
for the year 2009. Ed Dillon officiated making

it known that anyone interested in running for any of
the positions could do so before the vote started. The
slate of  officers remained the same with the exception
of  Treasurer, Secretary, and Trustee. The members that
were running for Trustee left the room in order to have
the voting. Elected to Treasurer was Steve Costello,
Steve Blakley is the new Secretary, and Jim Macallum
remained as Trustee. 

The next order of  business was a critique of  the annual
Show. Several members mentioned the small amount of
projects brought on by the members, while Mike Daum
explained that the project count was normal, but the
maj ority of  the projects were just small. In anticipation
of  this forum,  Steve Blakely had made up a question-
naire with questions as to why they didn’t submit a pro-
ject. Some responded with “I like to talk about wood”,
“I was out of  town”, “I’m intimidated by the quality of
other projects”. This is an ongoing discussion that the
board will look at for some ideas or suggestions as a
possible approach to these responses.

The next Show discussion was the venue;  Hofstra is too
big? Is the Moose Lodge too small? How about the
Barn or the Old Bethpage Fairgrounds offered to us?
Questions, questions, answers, answers?? The Show
Committee will be meeting soon to address the com-
ments.

Public attendance was not as good as last year. We made
more money, although that is not the purpose of  the
Show. The garage tool sale made money, yet the
door20prize money collected wasn’t so good. Presale
tickets were a success.

The consensus is that the Show is for us, a time to spend
time with other members about discussing their projects
at length. Ask questions, invites friends and relatives to
see and feel your projects, watch the SIGs do their thing
at scrolling, turning, carving and cabinetmaking.

Then there is the 80-20 rule, where 20% of  the mem-
bers do 80% of  the work.

Members’ Show raffle prizes were won by yours truly
and Mike Luciano. The remainder of  the Show door
prizes were given out as additional raffle prizes to many
other members.

Secretary’s Report

Gabe Jaen

Notes from the Editor

Daryl Rosenblatt

A member of  DeWalt marketing, Chris Hoye, gave a
short presentation with an invitation to participate in a
joint meeting with DeWalt to evaluate and make recom-
mendations to their design team of  pros and cons of
their equipment. We had one of  those several years ago
and it was an opportunity for us to look and feel smart.

This will be my last Secretary’s report. Steve Blakely, a
prolific writer and contributor will take over as Secretary
and I expect great things from him.

Hope you enjoy the Thanksgiving Holiday with family
and friends.       

In the past, I’ve written about some of  my favorite
tools (generally it was to fill up page space for the
newsletter for a 12 page template). I recall writing

about my favorite tool, which was (and remains), my
Starrett Adjustable square. Which doesn’t mean there
isn’t competition. My Lie Nielsen low angle small block
plane is certainly the cutting tool of  choice for almost
everything; I could be trite and mention my workbench,
which I built to accommodate how I work; or maybe a
good chisel, that Festool circular saw. There are lots of
tools that could be a favorite. I’m sure a scroller would
speak lovingly of  a Hegner, a turner of  a Oneway. But
then I got to thinking of  a tool I use all the time, which
keeps me organized, neater ad working faster. So here is
my nomination for the most underrated tool in the
shop:

The lowly shop apron. I’ve had mine for years (the
proof  is that it’s getting a bit tight, and I stubbornly
refuse to acknowledge that and make it looser (I am use-
less when it comes to those clasped and folded over
straps, so I’ll need my wife to do it, and I don’t want to
hear about why it needs to be loosened). It has three big
pockets, a loop for a hammer, and a few skinny pencil
pockets. If  there=2 0are two tools I am forever losing,
it’s a pencil (I use a mechanical pencil, a 9mm –anything
thinner is just too thin for my eyes these days), and a
tape measure. Yet, are there any tools you need more
than those to mark and measure. So one skinny pocket
has a pencil, the other an XActo knife; the right pocket
has the tape measure, the left the little block plane (and
keep the sole down), the center one is usually for large
bunches of  screws or something else I would otherwise
have to always reach for. Next to my tape measure is a
dust mask and some ear plugs.

continued on page 13
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MIKE DAUM

Best In Show
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Furniture One

First Place
John Keane

Second Place
Ed Dillon

Third Place
Charlie James

Furniture Two

First Place
Charlie James

Second Place
Roger Schroeder

Third Place
Barry Saltsberg
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Chairs/Benches
First Place

Joe Bottigliere

Second Place
John Keane

Third Place
Bob Barker

Toys/Games

First Place
Steve Price

Second Place
Ed Dillon

Third Place
Steve price
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Turning

First Place
Peter Schultheiss

Second Place
Rich Zimmerman

Third Place
Jean Piotrowski

Unique

First Place
Frank Napoli

Second Place
Fred Barrett

Third Place
Steve Gazes

PICTURE

UNAVAILABLE
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Accessories

First Place
Adam Fisher

Second Place
Steve Price

Third Place
Gabe Jaen

Novice

First Place
Matt Stern

Second Place
Iris Zimmerman

Third Place
Art Morgan
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Scroll/Intarsia/
Marquetry

First Place
Rolf Beutenmuller

Second Place
Steve Gazes

Third Place
John Hons

Judges
Commendation

Steve Costello

Corey Tighe

Melissa Bishop
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The SSOW met on October 29, 2008 at the
American Legion Hall at 20 Thompson Street,
Kings Park, NY. 

President Ed Piotrowski opened the meeting a little bit
after 7 PM.  A membership and treasurers report was
given and accepted.  Bob Urso was not at the meeting so
it was decided that a “50/50” raffle be held.  Scott
Pantano was our nightly winner!  

NEW BUSINESS INCLUDED: 

Steve asked everyone to double check their email address
against a printed sheet;

Members were asked to decide if  they wanted more bass
wood and to identify the wood they wanted;

Carving Magazine was contacted about our SIG being
listed;

A (late) vote was taken and passed on using two of  the
pieces of  club purchased wood to make handouts for the
kids at the LIWC show;

Access was granted the LIWC Website so Steve could
put incorporate SSOW dates for the following meetings;
Nominations for Board Members were discussed.  Rich
Zimmerman made a motion that the current board be
re-elected and it was passed unanimously (the current
board really had no say in the matter);

The November meeting is the day before Thanksgiving
(Thanksgiving Eve).  It was decided to try to find out if
we could meet the previous week. The Piotrowski duo
did their magic and found out the hall was available, so
the November meeting will be held on Wednesday,
NOVERMBER 19, 2008;  Barry Saltsberg suggested
we use Old Bethpage Village Restoration site if  we can-
not get the hall for future meetings.

Barry also stated that Sierra Trading Post (http://www.sier-
ratradingpost.com) is where he gets his Arkansas sharpen-

ing stones and that they are having a sale.
It was mentioned that Cutting Edge Tools
(http://www.cuttingedgetools.com/) was going out of  busi-
ness and there might be some good sales.

Again there were some really great carvings at Show and
Tell.  Frank Napoli brought in a “Green Leaf  Man” and
a Wood Spirit.  Bob Kramer brought in a folk art piece
that was of  a man standing.  Matt Stern brought in a
Love Spoon that was a work in progress.  Two of  our
new members brought in something that they made also.
Michael (or was it Matt?) Czacher brought in a very nice
first time chip carving he did.  Eric Jaen (“Son of  Gabe”)
showed a very nice walking stick he made.  Eric designs
jewelry so he has a “hands up” on us novice carvers.
Nice work EVERYONE!

We also had a prospective new member, Tom Powell visit
us.  Tom had not yet decided if  he wants to be part of
our really great group and I am putting his name in this
newsletter in the hopes it impresses him enough to join
us.

After a lot of  instructions from Frank, Barry and Robert,
the members picked out and started their own projects.
It will be interesting to see how we do “by ourselves”!

If  you read this far and you are not a member of  the
SSOW, then you must be interested in our group.  Come
out and join us at the next meeting!

Secret Society of
Woodcarvers

Steven Blakely

Frank Napoli
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September, October 2008, meeting

We have had a couple of  meetings since I last reported,
I am getting forgetful and lazy in my old age. Actually it
is getting more and more difficult to continuously brag
about how great a group of  people we have in the
Scrolling SIG. It doesn’t matter how many years of
scrolling experience people have for them to come up
with new innovative ideas and projects. A case in point
are Barbara, Matt and Tim. They are three of  the newest
to join our group Barbara has done some really neat
work with veneers and the three of  them have cut com-
pound name tags to put next to their projects so that I
know who made them.

My point is that you don’t need experience to start
scrolling just ideas and an interest, the experienced
scrollers will teach you the rest.

NOW TO THE GOOD STUFF:

After a couple of  years of  constant badgering by Joe P.
and the rest of  us Jean P. finally agreed to do a presenta-
tion on painting our projects. She did an excellent job
and all of  us came away with new ideas and solutions to
some of  our painting problems. She with Ed’s help
brought in several of  her projects, not necessarily
scrolled, but they demonstrated what could be done with

simple acrylic paints. If  you have never seen her work
one word describes it WOW.

I demonstrated the new Mac Mop flap sander that I use
for my intarsia work.
And it was very quickly demonstrated to me that one of
our members should not EVER be near any rotating
machinery. 

October’s meeting was our annual toys for tots and gen-
eral support cutting for Steve Costello’s various charities.
I was a little disappointed by the number of  saws that
were brought in, we used to fill the barn with them. But
we had a good time anyway. I guess as our membership
ages it isn’t so easy to drag those heavy saws out our
workshops anymore. There is some ongoing discussion
about the club buying a saw that stays at the barn for
doing demos etc.

SHOW AND TELL:

I was distracted at the last meeting and by the time I
broke free everyone had put their projects away and I
didn’t get any pictures. Richie did a great segmented fish
and painted it using some of  the techniques demonstrat-
ed by Jean. He also had some neat frog bookmarks.
Barbara did some more veneer work. Harry had a great
portrait of  Paul Newman.

John Hons cut a Santa out of  copper, Alain had a beau-
tiful clock, Charlie did a praying hands cutting, 

The pictures are from September’s meeting.

Lisa News

Rolf Beuttenmuller
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LISA
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The meeting was delayed for 30 minutes until the
doors to the American Legion Hall could be
unlocked.  The first order of  business was the

nomination of  officers.  There were no volunteers for
the position of secretary and it was agreed to postpone
this until the next meeting. (A drawing of  lots ended
with my selection as Secretary du jour.)

Roger Schroeder added to his presentation of  half-scale
furniture (salesman’s sample cases) at the last general
meeting.  He showed another piece of  his work and
answered questions from the floor. 
Norman Bald showed pictures of  a set of  stained glass
windows that he had made and installed.  They were
beautifully made as well as beautiful. 

Mike Daum gave the main presentation at the meeting, a
comprehensive discussion of  drawers.  This included
examples of  various drawer joints, a discussion of  their
uses, strengths and weaknesses; choice of  wood; drawer
bottoms and their attachments; finishes (or not); drawer
slides; and finally a demonstration of  the dadoed rabbet
(or tongue and rabbet) joint using a router set up.  

Among the examples shown was his first project (1980’s)
employing dovetail joints.  He showed a suspended wall
shelf  with a built in drawer made of  zebra wood with an
ebony handle.  The case used through–dovetails and the
drawers used half-blind dovetails, a very strong and beau-
tiful joint.  He pointed out that through-dovetails were
appropriate for drawer fronts only if  a false front was
also used.  He also discussed mitered corners reinforced
with dowels. These are quick to make and very strong,
especially if  smaller Miller dowels are used.  When band-
ed with tape, they don’t require clamps. He felt that
drawer lock joints were not particularly strong.  French
(or sliding) dovetail joints are a strong and attractive joint
but they must be inset and cannot be too close to the
ends of  the drawer front lest they weaken the ends of  the
front

In discussing drawer bottoms, Mike prefers 1/4” ply-
wood, especially multi–ply such as Finnish or Baltic
Birch.  This is strong enough for all but the heaviest
loads.  1/2” is usually “overkill.”  Grain
orientation is an issue only if  solid wood is used,
although he usually orients the plywood grain crossways
for esthetic reasons. He usually does not finish the inside
of  drawers, although it does make them easier to keep
clean.  The slot for the bottom is usually 1/4” and is
1/2” from the drawer bottom.  This allows the same
router (or table saw) setup if  using tongue and rabbet

joint for the drawer. Mike prefers not to glue the bot-
toms.  This makes finishing easier and the bottoms can
later be replaced.  This also requires the drawer back be
cut short to allow the bottom to slide out.  

Fit:  Drawers should be built to fit the space and sized to
exactly fit the opening.  They can then be planed for a
good fit.  3/32” is the standard reveal for inset drawers.
He cited a set of  large drawers
made 50 years ago by Gary Goldberg.  They still open
and close efforlessly.  This highlighted the importance of
drawers being perfectly square.  This can be checked by
measuring diagonals and
corrected in glue–up with changes in clamping pressure.
(If  that is not possible, there is probably a more serious
structural problem.) 

Finish:  Although he does not usually finsih drawers,
Mike suggested spray lacquer (microcellular) which is
inexpensive, fast, and easily repairable.  Polyurethane or
oil can also be used.  

Drawer sides: Thickness of  1/2” - 5/8”  is standard.
Small drawers need no more than 3/8”.  3/4” is overkill
for drawers but standard for most carcasses.   While side-
mount slides usually require 1/2” allowance on each side,
allowance should also be made for any sanding loss.
Most plywood, he noted, is thinner than its nominal size,
e.g. 1/4” is usually closer to 3/16”,  and allowance should
be made for this.  

Drawer slides:  He discussed the various types with fea-
tures such as soft close, full extension and opening with
a tap.  He strongly felt that undermount slides, which are
not visable, were preferable to side-mounted slides even
though more expensive.  He also pointed out the with
face frames and butt hinges, allowance has to be made
for the drawer to clear the doors unless they open a full
180o.

It was a rewarding and enjoyable evening.  Next month’s
presentation will be a discussion of  joinery by Matt
Stern.

Cabinetmakers Minutes

Stephen Price

The hammer loop is handy, and not just for rough car-
pentry: Whether it’s Miller dowels or Festool dominos,
they still need to be banged home, and a little
Warrington Hammer fits just right without weighing
me down.

So here is my challenge: Tell me about YOUR most
underrated tool, and you can’t just post it on the web-
site. Nope, that’s cheating. I need it for the newsletter,
so you will actually have to write it down and send it to
me (my email is DarylRos@aol.com)

Notes from the Editor (from page 3)
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SCENES

FROM

THE

SHOW
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SCENES FROM THE NOVEMBER MEETING.
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LIW MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
Complete your renewal by clearly printing the information requested in the spaces below, and return this form,

along with your check in the amounts as noted below to:

Joe Bottigliere
1238 Church Street
Bohemia, NY 11716

Checks should be made out to the Long Island Woodworkers’ Club

Name

Address

City State Zip Code

Home Telephone Date Joined

EMail Address

Work/Office Phone

The Club Board would appreciate your comments concerning club operations, programs, speak-
ers, seminars, etc. Your input, whether pro or con, is necessary for the club to prosper and be of

value to you as an individual member. Please don’t be bashful. All comments are welcome. We
would also like to know if  you are interested in serving on one or more committees and those

areas of  woodworking that are of  greatest interest to you.

COMMENTS:

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOUR CORRECT EMAIL ADDRESS IS ESSENTIAL, AS YOUR NEWSLETTER IS
SENT ELECTRONICALLY, UNLESS YOU HAVE NO EMAIL. THIS ALLOWS US TO KEEP COSTS DOWN. 

General Membership

SIGS (dues $25 each)
Cabinetmakers
LISA (scrollers)
SSOW (carvers)
Turners’ Guild

Total Amount Enclosed

$35

$_____
$_____
$_____
$_____

$_____
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4 Pam Court
South Setauket, NY 11720

4/4 Spalted Beech lumber for sale.  Most 9” and
wider 8’ long, with great figure. http://www.right-
eouswoods.net/Beech_European_Spalted.html is
selling it for $14.20 a board foot, I am asking $7 a
bf for quantities less then 50 bf, $5.50 for quantities
over. 
Powermatic 719A Hollow Chisel Mortiser with 4
chisels and mobile base. Great condition, works
like a champ. Asking $595, about $950 for all this
new, save money and get a great tool.

Bill at wmarr@optonline.net, or 631 312 6617

Performax 25 x 2 Dual Drum Sander with Power
Feed; 5 hop 220 V  Leeson Motor. Machine has
“low mileage”

Bob Urso  (631) 724-4625 or through the club website 

12" Sear's bandsaw, good condition, $175,14"
Reliance Bandsaw, good condition $225, 10"
Ryobi Tablesaw, good condition

Charlie Morehouse (631) 271-7251 

3 hp 4 bag Reliant dust collector $275, 12” radial
arm saw, rusted but runs. Free to a good home.

Willie (631) 235-0186

Laser etched photos on wood. 

Contact Dave Schichtel at (516) 671-5964 or
www.the-wood-shop.com

Foley Model 387 Automatic Saw Filer
Complete with extra files.

Norman Picht (631) 242-9255

Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,

Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256

Fine Woodworking Magazines, issues 1-159 plus

index to 120 Excellent condition $475

Woodsmith Magazines, issues 1-143 plus index to

126

Excellent Condition $300

Gene Kelly (631) 265-5218

L.I.  School of Classical  Woodcarving &

Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;

http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/

Need someone to tune a working Craftsman 10"

radial arm saw for a fee

Harold Schechtel 631-539-6290

I have a live black walnut tree which is 55 inches in
circumference at one ft. above t5he ground  and
extends to 25 ft. to the first branch. The tree is
yours for the cutting. 
Jim Ganci at 631-271-7517 in Dix Hills

DEWALT DW682K Heavy-Duty 6.5 Amp Plate
Joiner. Never used $110.
Drill Doctor 750 Professional Pro kit . Never used
$80.

Joe Petito (631) 751-0732 

Cherry 4/4 and 8/4
Quarter Sawn Red Oak 4/4 by 14" wide
Hard Maple, Curly Maple, Assorted pieces of White
Oak, Ash, Lacewood, Honduras Mahogany
Basswood 4/4 and 12?4 12" Wide, Purple Heart,
Sequenced matched Birch Plywood 1/4" and 3/4"
Partial Sheet of 1/2 " cherry Plywood.

Craftsman bench top router table Free
Freestanding Router Table $25.00
Common White Pine Assorted width and length
Free

Chris Lee (631) 754-2456

Makita LS1013  10” Dual slide compound
saw extra blade  & Woodhaven .drop stop
system .Mint condishion Never moved
around. $295.00  

Jim Clancy 516-8228250

T h e  M a r k e t p l a c e


