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NOTES FROM
THE EDITOR

DARYL ROSENBLATT

any times, this column, whether (usually) from Mike or me
(when I have to fill in for Mike), it’s generally on some “grand”
subject, either about the club, like last month’s mention of our
annual Saratoga Trip, or something sexier, like some high end power tools
we all love to use, or at least imagine we use. However, I just spent three
days talking about what Michael Fortune calls “the zen of sanding.” Yes he
means it as a joke, because any finish sanding of a job generally means by
hand, because after you’ve planed, you’ve probably random orbit sanded.
Which will leave some of the most aggravating, almost invisible (until
you’ve applied a finish) tiny little circular scratch patterns that will
ALWAYS be in the most visible of spots.

M

Three days, because that’s how long it took to go over every spot on the
chair I build. You look it over by feel, up close, and even more important,
with some powerful lights. Then it’s the pencil marks and hand sanding
with the grain, starting with the 80 grit going up to 400. Since this chair
(it’s a Michael Fortune No. 1 chair) has no straight lines at all, it means
folding back some PSA paper, and doing it by hand. Sand, brush it off,
change grits, sand, brush it off, and so on. Then burnish with a silicone carbide pad, then a softer pad. Then go over it all again. The results at the end
are clearly worth it, but I admit, there is no zen in this, unless it’s the satisfaction of getting the project super soft/smooth/just right.
The paper I used is the red open coat stuff made by the Carborundum
Company. This is a Canadian company that makes some of the best papers
in the world. I know Mike (and Frank Klausz) also touted the Norton red
papers, and no doubt, they are equally sensational. It’s the Willie
Mays/Mickey Mantle argument all over again. When you are that good, it
doesn’t matter. At about $1 a sheet, why spend so much when you can go
to the hardware store and get some other paper for far less? It’s an argument I bought until I actually used this stuff. On an entire chair, for this finish sanding, I used 2 inch squares of paper, folded in half. I kept them in a
spot, labeled, and used it over and over again. You spend three times as
much for paper that lasts ten times as long says in the long run it’s way
cheaper. And better, because even at the end of life of this paper, it’s almost
as good as new.
Now you too know the secret of the zen of sanding: No shortcuts, but at the
end of the project is a feeling you can only describe as nirvana.

Editor’s note: This paper is not easy to come by. While there are
some other sources, and a few mentioned on Amazon, they aren’t
any cheaper than Lakeshore Hardwoods, upstate. They have
always supported and come to our shows, so I am happy to support them as well, as a supplier of the product.
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SECRETARY’S NOTES

JIM HEICK

Our meeting started at 7:15pm.
Mike Daum started the meeting by introducing Harry Slutter.
Harry, a club member, spoke about his “cut to order” wood planks.
Many of these planks, of various species were on hand for sale to the club. His contact information is:
Urban Hardwoods
hslutter@me.com
website (which I note did not work when I tried it) www.urban-hardwoods.com
631-903-5944 fax 631-424-0238
The club welcomed a new member, Carl Zajac. Carl is a retired Police Officer residing in Deer Park. He is
interested in Scroll sawing and joined the SIG.
Also joining us for the evening was Ed Englehart from E. Northport and Bob Gester from E. Marion.
Show and Tell
Jim Brown created a 3 drawer/basket chest from Cherry “cutoffs” he purchased at last year’s show.
The chest was designed around 3 “almost identical” baskets. Special care was taken to insure each basket fit
properly, which resulted in a beautiful project.
Rolf Beutenmuller created an Intarsia piece made up of Cedar, Walnut and Wenge.
The Puppy welcome sign was made with plans from noted author Kathy Weiz. Nice job!!
Andrey Mudragel presented his modified smock. Andrey explained how he covered the pockets of
his smock to prevent wood chips from invading his smock. Various tools had specific compartments for
ease of accessibility.
A special thanks to all members who contributed to the Annual Morgan Center Auction.
Donations at the February Meeting included work from Martin Rost, Reardon Family and Bob De Marco.
Special thanks to Mike Luciano for his involvement in this cause. The auction was held on Friday, March
22nd. Mike mentioned the Center did extremely well again this year in its quest to raise money for the
children.
The speaker for the evening was Pete Profetta. Pete spoke to the members regarding the care and maintenance of “Power Tools”. Pete is a master technician at repair of tools. He shared his knowledge with the
members and stressed the importance of maintaining your power tools.
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Small things can be done while using the tools which could prevent total failure of the tool.
From oiling the air equipment to removing the sawdust from various power tools, expensive repair costs
could be avoided. Pete also stressed the importance of buying a quality, name brand tool over the less
expensive, poorly made tools. The higher quality of the tool, results in a safer, longer lasting tool.
A big thanks to Pete for sharing his knowledge with the club.
The SIGS members discussed the upcoming events of each SIG. Refer to the Club website to verify meeting times and place for each SIG.
The Cabinet Maker SIG is holding a Seminar April 5-7 @ VFW Hall in Huntington Station.
The Guest Speaker and demonstrator will be Ron Herman. Among the topics to be covered are properties
of wood, and the understanding and focus will be on hand tools.
Friday, April 5th 6-9pm, Saturday, April 6th 9am-4pm (food included) and Sunday April 7th,
9am-2pm (food included). Cost of the event is $160. See Bob Schendorf if space is available.
Matt Stern and a large number of volunteers addressed the club members regarding the ongoing creation of
toys to be presented at the December meeting for the U.S. Marines “Toys for Tots” Program. Matt
thanked Kleet Lumber for their donation of “cutoffs”. The wood was distributed to the membership along
with various plans for toys. Any member interested in making toys for this effort is urged to see Matt
Stern.
The club organized a Bus Trip to the Northeast Woodworkers Show in Saratoga Springs, NY, on
Saturday, March 23rd. We had a total of 33 members who made the trip.
Thanks to all members who joined us and made the trip a success. Special thanks to Joe Bottigliere in helping me to organize this yearly event.
Our club was also represented by members attending the Totally Turning Symposium, which was held
during the weekend.
The Program Committee is looking into getting a Professional Woodworker/Speaker for an upcoming
Meeting and Weekend workshop. We are currently interested in getting Michael Fortune to visit our club.
Michael is an Associate Editor with Fine Woodworking Magazine. He has taught numerous classes around
the country and has created many videos dedicated to woodworking. Below is a link to Michael Fortune at
Fine Woodworking Magazine.
http://www.finewoodworking.com/how-to/article/renaissance-man.aspx
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TURNER’S GUILD

MIKE JOSIAH

The March 2013 turners meeting was held on 3/14 and led by Vice President Bob Urso.

The challenge for April will be to make a tool. Any kind of tool.(mallet, handle etc)
On March 23-24th Totally Turning will be held up in Saratoga NY and the national Symposium will be
held in Tampa the last weekend of June
This months challenge was to make something for the home. There was a wide selection of items made and
all received tickets for the year end raffle.
New Members this month were Mike Kirschbaum, Bernadette P, and Ed Angleheart

This months demonstration was given by Marty Platt and was on Tool Handles.

Marty likes to get the measurements for a new tool handle from an existing handle that feels good to his
hand when used. Its very important to make sure the handle fits your hand comfortably.
There are a few things to be considered when choosing a handle size. One is that is that for every 1” the
tool will be over the tool rest the handle should be 5” long. This is not the length of the metal tool, but
how far it will be extending over the tool rest. For a 3” extension, the handle should be 15” long.
Another rule is that t
he diameter of the tool stock should be 1/2 the wood end of the handle. In other words for 1/2 “ bar
stock, the tool handle should be 1” thick at the end.(Where the tool fits into the handle)
Marty like to use a copper ferule on his handles. He uses either a piece of copper pipe or a coupling. If you
use a pipe cutter to cut your ferule, make sure to file the inside of the ferule flat. Pipe cutters will round
the edges of the pipe “in” when cutting and that rolled edge will prevent you from getting a tight fit on the
handle.
The wood used should be dry, straight grained and hard. (No spalted or soft wood should be used)
Place the wood between centers and round it off. Cut a tenon for your chuck.
Remount it in the chuck and turn it round again. At this point you can use a drill chuck in the tail stock to
drill the tool stock hole or it can be done later. If done now you can use a live center in the drilled out hole
to keep things centered. Make sure you drill the hole at least 3”
Marty like to use different drills as he gets deeper. He files the tool stock down so it has tapered edges
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about 1 1/2-2” back from the edge. He chooses his drill bit sizes according to that taper to get a tight fit
when the tool in pressed into the handle.
Once chucked, do not remove the handle from the or you will have to turn it round again.
Turn the tenon for the ferule first and make sure you will have a tight fit.
Next turn the pummel on the handle. This is an important part to make sure fits your hand comfortably.
Turn the rest of the handle making sure you follow the measurements from the tool your copying and also
that it feels good on your hand. Sand the handle and part it off.
Marty uses plain bar stock for his tool as he mounts carbide or HSS cutters on them. When the handle is
finished he marks 3” up on the tool stock, takes a piece of scrap thick wood and pounds the tool into the
handle. He stops when the mark is at the edge of the wood. You should also be able to feel by the last few
hits that the tool is fully seated.
Marty does not use epoxy as the tool stock fits so securely.

That’s it for this month!

Some photos
of the NWA
show at
Saratoga
Springs
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS
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JEAN PIOTROWSKI

LISA

Officially, I am no longer the secretary of the Long Island Scroll Saw Association.
Here are some unofficial notes from the February meeting.
Jim McCallum was this months featured speaker. Jim gave us a great discussion on how to photograph
your work. He brought with him a number of different lights and backdrops for photographing small
pieces. He talked about how to angle the light to get the best picture and when to use one or two lights.
A few of us brought cameras and were able to take pictures under Jims guidance.
This was a very interesting meeting and I think we all learned something. Thank you Jim.
The January meeting featured our own Iris Zimmerman doing a demonstration on Carol Rothman style
bowls. For those of you who don’t know, Carol created her own method of cutting rings for bowls, on
the scroll saw, then stacking and gluing the rings. Next comes a lot of sanding to actually created a bowl
shape. Carol attended the Long Island Woodworkers Show a few years ago and did a seminar on her technique. She has published several books on her projects.
So, officially, these are my last meeting notes. Thank you Charlie for stepping into the position of president for the club.
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JOE REARDON

SSOW

he February 27th of the Secret Order of Woodcarvers (SSOW) aka Carvers S.I.G. was called to
order by Steve Blakley.

T

Anthony Chiarelli, a prospective new member, observed the meeting.
Show and Tell:
George Laue presented three recent carvings:
Candles – cherry
Tulip – walnut
Christmas Tree - cherry
Joe Pascucci showed a number of projects that have been completed (painted and finished with glitter).
They are posted on the Members’ Gallery – Recent Member Projects. There is also a picture included here
of Joe’s original method for transporting carving tools.
Other members showed various work in progress.
Carving:
The meeting was spent with members carving simple ornaments (Christmas star or Stocking) or projects of
their choice.
Charlie Felsen has been working on a Teddy Bear using the relief carving technique. This is a work in
progress and is coming along nicely.
March Meeting
Next month (March 27) the Carvers will finish carving their simple ornaments or projects of their
choice.

The Marketplace
Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,
Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256
L.I. School of Classical Woodcarving & Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;
http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/
For Sale: 8 Pony Clamps with 3/4" pipes. Three measure 30", five measure 48". Good shape and all in
working order. $65.
Contact Roger Schroeder, 631-691-2095 or woodchip624@aol.com
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