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President’s Message
Gabe Jaen

W

ell, the results of a lot of hard work on
the part of the Show committee and all
the members helping produced a very
successful show. The overall improvement was evident in all areas. The exhibitions were outstanding, the toy workshop
and its setup was a combination of crowd control and children's
delight. The seminars were to boast about, the scrolling area had a
continuous crowd watching, the members were picking up garage sale
specials, and the vendors for the most part were very busy. There were
a few problems, but they have been added to "lessons learned." There
is nothing else to report as yet until the Committee reports to the
Board. Congratulations to all.
Now it's on to the normal chores; the completion of unfinished tasks
that were set aside for efforts dedicated to the show and the projects all of which were outstanding. The Hinteman boys did it again, a
tremendous task, with excellent results, not withstanding the
Grandfather clock their father brought in. I could keep on commenting on those who had their efforts on display, such as the table made
by Owen Brady and Steve Costello, newcomers to the craft that won
a ribbon, the table by Steve Costello and Harry Diaz that was sold, the
stacked tables by John Keane, the table by Neal Fergenson, the dresser by Jim Clancy, the high boy dresser by Rich Macrae. There was the
wall full of various mirrors and intarsia, and the chairs of playing card
figures by John Capotosta were fantastic; they set the theme for the
rest of the Show.
The Show will bring in a new wave of members that hopefully will
continue this growth of improvement and contribution in the club's
primary interest, which is to be a leader in this area for the recognition and support of woodworking as a creative process. Woodworkers
as seen in magazines like Fine Woodworking and Woodwork show
their use of wood as their media for artistic expression. We can more
often then not step back from a piece we've made and say under our
breath, "Now that's a work of art." So I say, go back to your shops and
create.
As for member profiles featured in the newsletter; for some reason I
have kind of laid back on member's profiles. Well, that's over. I will
pick that up again, so I'm looking for candidates. Who's next?

Wednesday May 7th 7 PM
Brush Barn - Smithtown
Robert’s Plywood
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Secretary’s
Report

Judging

Owen Brady &
Steve Costello

Daryl Rosenblatt

T

M

he April meeting was just several days before the
show. There was a crowd of approximately 110
members eagerly anticipating the question and
answer session that was yet to come. Gabe Jaen indicated
that all the spots for the vendors have been sold out and we
even had to turn away some for lack of room. This has to
make Bob Urso feel good about all those years of sweating
it out and trying to fill the room. Just after starting the
meeting, Gabe talked about safety. Not in the shop, but the
meeting hall. He indicated that the left front door is working and has a ramp and in the event of an emergency we
should be careful for the steps outside. Keep this in mind.

Show and tell was very interesting. Charlie Felsen showed
bird houses where one he had soaked in vinegar produced
an effect that the wood looked like it was from an old barn.
Elliot Silverman discussed the finish on a cutting board
which was achieved with a very fine grade of sandpaper,
Todd Jette brought in a steamer truck and Steve Gazes
showed off an intarsia of an eagle.
It was announced that there was some 213 paid up members with three new members present. They are Bob Malik
from Deer Park, Richard Parmelee from Selden and Larry
Kadan from Centereach. It was also mentioned to the
members that Charlie James won second place in the
Saratoga woodworking show for his campaign table.
The panel discussion followed with Gabe Jaen acting as the
moderator. The panel consisted of Bob Urso, Charlie
James, Mike Daum, Charlie Morehouse and Alain Tiercy.
The questions were interesting for all, and the members
benefited from this forum. Among the topics; finishing,
how to eliminate chattering while turning, the best kind of
wood to use on exterior doors, repairing a rocking chair,
various types of drill bits, sizing dowels and the relative
merits of various jointer planers.

y post doc education in woodworking started
Saturday, before the show opened. Karl
Blessing and I had probably the two best jobs
at the show; escort the two sets of judges to all the
exhibits. My "charges" were Frank Klausz, Ernie
Conover, and Strother Purdy. Karl had Ian Kirby, Mario
Rodriguez, Aime Fraser and Steve Meltzer. So we both
had the "A" Team to learn from.
I learned several things by watching and listening to
these masters at work. First, finishing starts when you
pick the wood. They looked at everything; how grain
matched, how colors worked, how light played off the
piece. Second, and in many ways the most basic; smooth
every piece that is supposed to be smooth. I was quite
amazed at the number of pieces that were not truly finished, at least by the judges' standards. Frank was constantly bemoaning to final sand perhaps one small part
of a project that did not receive the final sanding. One
project had a heavy finish on it that only accentuated the
planer marks on the most exposed surface.
Another area that needs a lot of work is drawers. Ernie
was pulling every single one out of every work, inspecting how each was built. It was amazing how many pieces
that might have merited consideration failed because of
faulty drawer construction. There were quite a few
trapped drawer bottoms that showed a lack of understanding of wood movement, or of incorrect grain placement or joinery.
One project was seriously considered for a prize until
Ernie picked it up and said, "Well, this project now
belongs to the "Needless Biscuit Club." I learned to pay
attention to small details; how the hardware was
installed, and for that matter, what hardware was used.
After looking and finding wanting in a drawer for a project, Ernie also added, "At least this drawer stop isn't a
piece of chewing gum." The chewing gum was used on
a project that all the judges liked a lot, until they saw it.
Frank added, "This is fine for your Aunt Tilly, but not (a
piece to be judged) for a show." Strother was very concerned about design and proportions. So more than a
few were quickly discarded that way.
Our judges took every project seriously, discussing each
carefully. There was never a moment of taking their task
lightly, and I am proud to say our members did a wonderful job of showing off much of what we are capable
of.
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Notes From the There were some glitches, mostly involving the event
Programming Committee center but everything was worked out. We have already

held a partial critique meeting to go over some items
while still fresh in our minds, and did some preliminary
Bob Urso
planning for next year. Every year goes a little smoother.
We still need to coordinate a bit better but we have come
a long way. Members can help with suggestions and indiIWC Grant program: We now have a draft of the cating in advance their support for future shows. If there
grant proposal and application. We will hopefully are any comments about the show, they can be put on the
be able to start processing grant applications at the program survey sheets that are handed out at the meetMay meeting.
ings.

L

MAY 7TH MEETING: Norm Roberts of Robert's Plywood
JUNE 4TH MEETING: Annual picnic and barbecue. Show
winners award ceremony.

Again, thanks for helping to run one of the best shows
in the country. That is not an idle boast, as you can compare our show to the commercial road shows and we
come out way ahead.

JULY 2ND MEETING: Round robin style meeting. New
demonstrators needed. Help share your skill with fellow
club members or demonstrate the new "toy" you purchased at the show.
FUTURE EVENTS:
Garrett Hack will host a weekend workshop on October
4th & 5th along with an evening event on Friday the 3rd.
Garrett has authored several books on hand planes and
related subjects. Details as they develop.
LIWC SHOW
The 8th annual show is now a happy memory. If success
is judged by numbers, we did well. Attendance was up,
we added a bit to the show coffer and most vendors were
happy. In fact, some reported they had their best day’s
sales ever at a show on Saturday the 5th. I am glad to see
the vendors were supported, it is the right thing to do.
The fact that my job becomes easier as a result is an
added bonus.
Beyond the numbers the show can be judged highly as
well. The member participation was exceptional, especially on Friday. Several members played hooky from
work to help out, and as a result the setup was smoother
than in past years. I received many positive comments
from vendors and presenters about the help received
from members. It is something that we have no contractual obligation to do, so it is appreciated all the more. It
was noticed!
4

Some of our vendors (from the top): The long checkout line at
Dynamite Tools; Porter Cable; Lakeshore Hardwoods. See the
complete list on the website and patronize them.
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Congratulations to all the members who exhibited their projects. It was an outstanding display of work, and all should be
proud of the talent the club holds. First place prizes were various tools and gift certificates. Second place winners all
receive a $25 gift certificate , and third place winners recieve a $10 gift certificate from Dynamite Tool in Bohemia. A special thank you to Rich from Dynamite Tool for offering all of the prizes of the competition.
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F U R N I T U R E 1 - B E D S , TA B L E S , O B J E C T S TA N D S

2nd Place
Steve Costello & Owen Brady
Chippendale Tea Table

1st Place
John Keane
Nest of Tables

3rd Place
Joe Pascucci/Bob Urso (tie)
Campaign Table

FURNITURE 2 - CASEWORK; DESKS; CABINETS

2nd Place
Bill Muscara
Writing Desk

1st Place
Rich Macrae
Bedside Table
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB

3rd Place
Gene Kelly
Chest
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FURNITURE 3 - CHAIRS

2nd Place
John Keane
Gossip Chair

1st Place
Brian & Harry Hinteman
Dining Chairs (set of 10)

3rd Place
Leo Meilak
Oak Chair

ACCESSORIES

2nd Place
Dennis Taddeo
Humidor

1st Place
Alain Tiercy
Heidelberg Clock

3rd Place
Bob Reimertz
Tabletop Display Case

TO Y S ; M I N I AT U R E S ; M O D E L S

2nd Place
Dennis Taddeo
Tow Truck

1st Place
John Capotosto
1925 Ford Model Car

3rd Place
Frank Allaire
Child’s Tool Box & Toys

S C R O L LW O R K ; I N L AY; I N TA R S I A

2nd Place
Chuck Bookbinder
Lincoln Portrait
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1st Place
Ed & Flo Leitgeb
“Flight of Fancy”
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB

3rd Place
Steve Gazes
Scrolled Clock

THE W
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TURNING

2nd Place
Bob Urso
Floor Lamp

3rd Place
Celine Blais
Turned Bowl

1st Place
Martin Rost
Donut Bowl
UNIQUE

1st Place
Fred Barrett
Acoustic Guitar

2nd Place
John Capotosto
Gargoyles

3rd Place
Bob Urso
Wooden Plane

NOVICE

2nd Place
Steve Gazes
Puppy in a Basket

1st Place
Gaspare Albanese
Round Shaker Candle Table

3rd Place
Sal Acello
Butler’s Table

J U D G E S C O M M E N D AT I O N

Daryl Rosenblatt
Music Stand
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB

Jim Macallum
Oak Cabinet
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Frank Klausz

Ian Kirby

Ernie Conover
Mario Rodriguez

Alan Russo

S EMINARS
& J UDGING

To everyone at the LONG ISLAND WOODWORKER'S CLUB,

Thanks very much for having me to the show this year. I
greatly enjoy working with all of you guys, no exceptions.
Thanks specifically to Bob for getting me mixed up with the
club in the first place. Thanks to Joe for signing me up for this
year. Thanks to everyone who didn't fall asleep during my seminars,
which, thankfully, was most everyone. Thanks to Mike for his advice on
my website. Yes I will fix the spelling errors and other syntactical nonsense
one of these days. I promise. I'm sure I'm forgetting several
important thank yous; but hey, give me a break, I have a
bad memory. You guys have a great club and put on a fine
show.
All the best

Strother Purdy
Steve Meltzer

Aime Fraser

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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I need to try out this chainsaw...think they’ll be upset?

Brian Monks behind the Master’s Table, moments before
Frank Klausz discovered the impersonation...

...get well soon Brian

Steve Costello distracting the rear admission table. It’s a
wonder the show made any money at all.

Flo Leitgeb working on next year’s 1st
place scrollwork winner.
The LIWC Commandment:

AT T HE
S HOW

Thous shalt worship
before the boxes of
Lie-Nielsen

How did I get here?
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Bandsaw For Sale. Operator Included.
That’s funny. Charlie James has the same
set of Lie-Nielsen planes in his shop now.
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Show
how and Tell at the April
April Meeting
Meeting

1. Charlie Felsen and his vinegar
finished
bird house.

3. Todd Jette’s chest.
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4. Steve Gazes and his intarsia
eagle.
5. Eliot Silverman with his cutting
board.

2. Bob Reimertz and his display
case.

Volunteers Needed
After nearly 20 years of preparation, the Empire
State Carousel is finally ready to open its
Museum. We will be located in Holtsville at the
Brookhaven Town Wildlife & Ecology Park on
Buckely Road.
Right now, we're in the process of building museum displays and could use some skilled hands
1. We need a volunteer woodworker to make ten
round discs for a display about the history of
carousels in New York State.
Specifications: (We have a prototype)
Material---5/4 cedar , pine or fir, six inch
(nominal), w/ bevel on both sides.
Size:--26 inch+-round (five full boards
wide) --nine of these
36 inch +-round (seven full boards
wide)--one of these
Outside Edge--3/8 inch cove
Back side--3 one inch battens for stability
Finish--tungseal or antique oil
Credit--The volunteer's name will be permanently displayed on the museum exhibit and

will be included in our newsletter. And maybe
best of all, ten free carousel rides for you or anyone you designate.
2. We also need one volunteer to make four outline maps of New York State. (we have no prototype)
Specifications:
Material--3/4 birch or oak plywood, good
finish one side
Size--Aproximately four feet square (two
from each 4x8 sheet)
Edge--sanded smooth or veneer band
Finish--lightly sanded, nothing else
Credit- same as above
In both cases, the ESC will pay for the materials.
For more information about the project, check out
our website--empirestatecarousel.org
If you're interested in volunteering , contact Gerry
Holzman
at
(631)
277-6168
or
at
escarousel@aol.com

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Received by Bob Urso
Dear Bob

Notes From the Editor
Mike Daum

I would like to thank you personally for both your involvement and for the
overall efforts put forth by your team at this years Woodworking Show. We
have been pleased to be part of your show for several years now, and your
people have consistently been a real pleasure to work with.
Not only did our staff once again truly enjoy the enthusiastic assistance provided, but we actually set new sales records as well. In fact, we did better at
your show than at either of the two main line woodworking shows that
weekend.
My compliments to your entire organization. We look forward to participating with you again next year. Please feel free to contact me personally if
we can be of any further assistance to you.
Sincerely yours,
Hanns J. Derke
RAFFLE WINNERS
Ernie Conover Turned Lamp:
Michael Morrison of Massapequa,
NY
Triton Router: W.H. Pomasanoff of
Eastport, NY
1st DeWalt Router Set: Glenn
Feigelman of Huntington Station,
NY

2nd DeWalt Router Set: Brian
Hayward, member

I cannot believe I actually got to see two seminars at this years'
Show. Actually, the first one I was escorted to by Daryl
Rosenblatt and Karl Blessing who would not take "I can't" for
an answer. Thanks, guys!
At last year's Show, I was able to recount just who to thank for
their unexpected and tireless efforts over the three day period of
volunteering for the event. A roster of names this year would
likely include the majority of the active club members. I, for
one, was greatly moved by the amount of help the Show committee received. We got a lot of compliments all around, but I
keep emphasizing that although the committee members made
the plans, they could not have been executed without all the
help we received.
So, as Show cochair, I again heartically thank each and all for
making this year the best ever. In an effort to thank you, we have
expanded this issue of The Woodrack to include photos of the
prize winners, as well as many of the exhibits, as momentos of a
job well done!

Jewelry Box made by members
Steve Costello and Brian Hayward:
Norman Reissman of Kings Park,
NY

A special thank you to the invited speakers and judges who
added so much to the Show's attraction. We hope that Ian,
Frank, Mario, Strother, Aime, Ernie, and the Long Island based
guests will be a part of the Show family for years to come.

Club Members Raffle: Fred
Goldberg won the Grizzly Bandsaw.

What a Show, indeed!
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