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010 is just around the bend and I hope for a prosperous year for all.
We should all hold our heads up proud of the great success of the
November Show! I know I may say this every year, but for ME this
year's Show was my favorite. Not only did we have a record number of
projects, but most were actually big projects - just as I requested! I bet
we'd all be in agreement that the OBVR Exhibit Hall and our exhibition
are a perfect fit. If we are allowed back next year there are some issues we
will address, but for the most part it is a very comfortable venue for us!
This issue of the Woodrack covers both November and Decembers meetings and events - our first double issue - in order to include the photos
and reflections from the Show!
If you happen to be one of the ribbon winners, please make it a point to
attend the January 6th meeting, as we will be handing out the award certificates to each member as their project is displayed on screen.
Congratulations to all! If you exhibited a project, I trust that all the feedback and critiques were helpful in making us all better woodworkers!
Unfortunately, it is suspected that the focus of the Show diverted attention from preparing for the "Toys For Tots" program, which would
explain the (you fill in the adjective) turnout of shop-made and storebought toys at the December meeting in comparison to prior years. The
state of the economy has also contributed to the decline in gift-bearing.
As far as I'm concerned, we do what we can. If the Show is again scheduled for November of next year, we will address a strategy to remedy the
situation.
Whether you choose woodworking as a means of occupying time in retirement, find it simply therapeutic as a hobby, or even make it your occupation
- there is always much to be discovered and learned from each other. This is
arguably the reason why our January meeting "Round Robin" of demonstrations is so critical to our group. Woodworking techniques are quite individual, yet if the end results are the same, we choose to utilize the methods
that feel most comfortable to us. If there is ever a meeting topic that requires
YOUR participation and input, it's the "Round Robin". You need not sign
up to participate in the Round Robin as a demonstrator - merely prepare
your demo and set up a table on January 6th! I, for one, am especially interested in witnessing how you get from point A to point B. Maybe it's a particular jig you've made, or you are fond of a certain tool and want to share
its attributes. If you have the know-how, please share it!
We should all be thankful for Steve Costello's term as Treasurer, which ends
this year. He is one of the most devoted members in our group, and has
been instrumental in initiating and upholding the charitable aspect of the
Long Island Woodworkers. We welcome in his successor, Mike Luciano, and
thank him in advance for his efforts as our new Treasurer!
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Secretary’s Report

Steve Blakley

M

ike Daum opened the meeting right on the
button at 7 PM, but it did take a little a few
minutes for people to calm down…. (probably because everyone was excited about the evenings
presentation by Charlie James and final Show information.) Mike announced that he appreciated the membership attendance, considering that the World Series
was being played. He started out talking about the
“Application to Exhibit” forms that were on a table in
the back of the room. Mike said he only had about 40
forms thus far and was hoping for at least 40 more. He
also stated that because of our larger venue, we were
accepting pieces shown before, and unfinished pieces.
Mike also reminded the membership that there were still
show pads available at the table in the back. He once
again reminded everyone that name tags were becoming
mandatory at the meetings and the name tag box was in
the back of the room.
Mike spoke about the “Toys for Tots” this year and said
that while we are still planning on making the toys, but
store bought packaged toys were also permissible. He
mentioned that he had a copy of the Aarmor craft pattern to make small wooden cars and that they were available to any member who wanted them. Ed Dillon
would contact the Marines and set up their visit in
December.
There were some new members this meeting; Christof
Blumrich; Phil Egbert; Dave O’Rourke and Carl Ferrari.
Welcome to all!
Mike mentioned that the “snail mail” was responsible
for the Woodrack not being delivered yet to those who
do not have computer access, but quickly amended the
reason (in respect to our pPostal employees) to being a
glitch in electronic transmission to the printer, which in
fact it was.
As in every November, the voting was held for the
Executive Board. Linda Blaskco and Ed Dillon were
the nominating committee and reported that current
continued on page 3
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Show Biz

Steve Blakley

T

he show is over and despite all the issues we had
to overcome, it went just great. During and after
the show members were coming up to me to
congratulate me on such a good show. While that is
very much appreciated, it is unwarranted…..I was simply a coordinator. It was all of you - the Show
Committee members, and the membership that made
this happen. I want to personally thank each and every
one of you for your hours of effort and your participation. Thanks also to Doug Plotke and his crew for building and installing the “Great Wall” for the Show.
What can I say about the projects? “Simply Marrrvalous
Dahling” comes to mind! When I spoke to the visitors
at the show, everyone was impressed. I understand from
Mike Daum that we had a record number of projects
submitted this year. Over the two days, we had 907 visitors (of which 147 were members). I think this might
be a record also, or at least come close to what we had
at past shows.
Mike Daum picked the raffle grand prize ticket winner
of the Delta Wood lathe and it was Mike Josiah. I am
so happy to see one of our own win it. By the way, at
first some of the members of the Show Committee
(myself included) thought that visitors would not take
raffles for the lathe, because it is such a specialized item.
When I looked at the raffle tickets in both the lathe box
and the Dewalt jig saw/Porter Cable random orbital
sander box, I was shocked to see the lathe had about ten
times more tickets in it! The winner of the jig saw and
the sander was a member of my “other” carving club,
The Suffolk County Woodcarvers.
While not a very popular belief, it was always my goal to
break even financially on the show. There are so many
incidental costs that I never planned for. However,
thanks to the GREAT donations from DeWalt (thank
you DeWalt, so much!), we have made about $1344.00.
I consider that my personal accomplishment.
We may or may not get the same venue again next year.
continued on page 7
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incumbents not being opposed this year are Mike Daum,
President; Robert Urso, Vice-President; Steve Blakley,
Secretary; Joe Pascucci and Jim Macallum, Truurstee’s,
and Joe Bottigliere, Membership. For the position of
Treasurer, being vacated by Steve Costello, there were
two interested parties; Gary Goldberg and Michael
Luciano. The two candidates were asked to leave the
meeting hall so a vote could be made. That being done
they were asked to come back into the hall and it was
announced that Michael Luciano won the vote for the
position of Treasurer. Good luck to the Executive
Board for 2010 and thanks so much for the effort put in A membership report was given by Joe Bottigliere.
by Linda and Ed.
There are 262 members for the current year and 11
members already signed up for 2010. Remember to
Mike reported he had the LIW- based apparel ordered by bring in your dues next month! Steve Costello gave a
members and that those members who placed orders Treasurers report. and reported that there was about
should see him after the meeting. He also mentioned $35,000.00 in the checking account. Mike did reported
that there would be a trip to the workshop of Frank that this money was a compilation of past show monies
Klausz on Saturday, November 21. At the present time and the LIW account, and that the current show account
there were about 25 members signed up and there was is separate. Jim MacCallum asked why some of that
room for about 5 more. The cost (should the other 5 money was not in a money market account and Mike
members sign up) would be about $25.00. This includes Daum responded that this suggestion was something we
a light lunch, but not transportation and dinner after- could look into in the future.
wards. Mike went on to say that the Prince of Peace
School is still looking for volunteers for to instruct one Steve Blakley was asked to talk about the show. Before
of their classes in woodworking. Past projects have been he began that, he mentioned that Jim Clancy was not
birdhouses and dovetail joinery. Mike mentioned that feeling well and wished him good health. He also reportSteve Price has been recently hospitalized and that he is ed that Peter Schultheiss had the official dates for him to
expected to be able to attend our LIW Woodworking go to would be in Arizona and he would not make our
Show. It was also said that Stanley purchased Black and woodworking show. In between driving his three cars to
Decker.
Arizona, Peter happened to be at the meeting. Steve
thanked him for sharing his knowledge, time and instructional process in segmented bowl turning with the club.
Steve mentioned that John Maloney needs a ride to and
from the show on Saturday.
Steve then reported the following to the membership:
The Show Treasurers Report was that there was
$4558.00. The 2009 LIWC Show Sub Committees are;
Venders (Bob Urso),; Advertising/Publicizing (Jean
Marie Piotrowski),; Venue and Space Allocation (Barry
Saltsberg),; Volunteers (Mike Luciano),; Treasurer (Steve
Blakley),; Security (Dan Jackson),; Sound and Video
(Karl
Blessing),;
Raffles
(Mike
Luciano),;
Demonstrations Manager (Joe Pascucci),; Seminar
Coordination and, Exhibits (Roger Schroeder),; Website
(Sanjay Kapur),; Mailings and, Club Information Table
continued on page 5
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(Gabe Jean),; Tool Garage Sale (Vic Werny/Rich
Deluca),; Photography (Jim Macallum),; Door Prizes (Iris
Zimmerman),; Show Chairman (Steve Blakley),; Name
place Coordinator/Program (Mike Daum),; Gift Shop
(Dennis Taddeo) and Toy Giveaways (Steve Eckerts).
Steve also thanked Doug Bartow for designing the flyers
and pads,; Mike Josiah for printing up the flyers FREE
OF CHARGE,; Frank Kiefer and his daughter Linda
Blasko for working so hard on looking for a venue.; He
thanked all the volunteers who will be working and
preparing the show, and apologized if he forgot anyone.
He reported the seminars were: Basis Router Use with
Dennis Taddeo; Advanced Router Use with Dennis
Taddeo; Scroll a Bowl: A Unique Approach with Carole
Rothman; Plane Talk with Pat Healy; Carving the Ball
and Claw Leg with Ruslan Kava and Walter Connelly;
Using the Scroll Saw for Decorative Inlay with Rolf
Beuttenmuller; Woodcarving 101 with Frank Napoli;
Power Tools for Woodworking: Fitting to the Tools to
the Cuts You Need to Make with Matt Stern; Power
Tools for Woodworking: An Unbiased Account of
What’s on the Market with Matt Stern; Frame and Panel
Door Construction with Rich Macrae and Router Joinery
with Joe Saccente.
Steve also mentioned that there were about 10 school
projects that were going to be displayed. Additionally,
judging of the projects would be done by Charlie James,
Mike Daum and Rich MacrRae. Vendors scheduled to
appear are: LI Woodworking Supply; Act Tool; Ridge
Carbide; Bob Schendorf (hardware) ; AMI; New Edge
Cutting Tools; Bad Dog Tools; Lyopa Tool Corp (Twist
Lock); Lakeshore Lumber and Wood Miser. Confirmed
Raffle Prizes are a Dewalt Lathe and Stand, a Dewalt
orbital sander and a Dewalt Jig saw. Door prizes are
many including Scroll saw blades, Roberts Plywood Gift
Certificates and a Judy Gayle Roberts Intarsia pattern.
Steve spoke about the Friday set-up, and reported that on
Friday night we need projects by 730P for pictures to be
taken, and a cut off of 8P for them to be entered in the
show - Make sure you have your name on the project
somewhere. We are asking that you drop off your items
on Friday and leave. If you want to stay, we have plenty
of work for you to do. Members working the show
should bring their own folding chairs. He is concerned
that we might not have enough. Everyone is in charge
of security – so keep your eyes open. Steve also encour-

aged people to buy from the vendors at our show….they
pay for the bulk of our costs. He asked for someone to
help videotape seminars. video tape seminars with me, as
his duties as show chairman might be elsewhere. Steve
then asked Gene Kelly to report on tooling (jigs). Gene
informed the membership that he was going to have a
tooling set- up where attendees could see what different
types of tooling were used for different purposes. This
would be a “hands on” area where attendees could pick
up the tooling.
Vic Werney is looking for the member who made garage
doors and spoke about them at one of the past meetings.
If you are that member, please contact Vic! While Vic
was talking about that, he spoke about the garage sale at
the LIW Woodworking Show. He explained how the
items are to be labeled; that the club would get 15% of
the first $100.00 and then 10% there after; that the items
should come in on Friday and that although there has
only been one problem of theft in the past, that there is
no guarantee that it cannot happen again, but he is very
confident that it will not.
Mike Daum mentioned that items on the show floor
should NOT have the price on them. There will be a
sign that says, “For sale – See Woodshop Gallery”. As a
reminder the items on the show floor will not be available for pick up until the show is over. Mike also said
that while business cards are ok, they should be kept in
out of sight unless an attendee asks for them. The person can then give out their card. The exception to this is
the seminars, where business cards are OK to display.
For show and tell, Rich Weil displayed a real nice wall
rack (made up in the shape of a car) made specifically to
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in, or leaving blade edge marks on your wood. Planes
hold 1/24 scale model cars. Roger Schroeder presented can be difficult to learn how to use until you become
a nice half scale chair and desk which included utilized comfortable with how to adjust them. Once you have
cabinet making, wood turning, and scrolling and carving. accomplished the adjustment factor, they are easy to use.
Roger even had dust panels in the drawers! Roger
reported that the chair took a lot of time as the tenons When you first take a plane out of the box, you need to
were off set and difficult to align. A new member, check that the bottom is square to the side. This is espeChristof Blumrich, showed two pictures of violin- (type) cially important when doing molding or corners on a
shooting board. When taking the plane out of the box,
of musical instruments he is making.
leave everything attached. If you take it apart it might
The SIG’s then reported their activities. The SSOW bring your plane out of square when you reattach the
would have an open carving session on November 25th; parts. Charlie uses a piece of glass in a wood frame, the
glass covered by 120 drywall mesh, with water as a lubriLISA will be doing Toys for Tots. on November 19th; cant to polish the bottom of the plane. He uses
On November 12th, the SSOW will be doing ornaments, Eengineers bluing on the bottom of the plane to show
and on November 10th the LIC will have Rich Macrae where the plane has high sides (while polishing). Fade
edges of the blade so that they do not show cuts on
doing half blind dovetails.
wood. After flattening the bottom of the plane, the
The raffle was held, and a hand plane was won by David blade comes off, which is also polished on the bottom.
Lay. The bonus to this raffle was that it would be hand- Once you do this correctly, you should never have to do
tuned on site by our presenter of the night, Charlie the bottom again. Sharpen the cutting edge of the blade
also. Then comes the chip breaker that makes the wood
James.
curl off the plane blade. Make sure the chip breaker edge
Mike mentioned the dues structure and asked Joe is flat and lays flat against the blade. If it is not, a clog
Bottigliere to elaborate. Joe reported that the dues would from the wood shavings might occur. Sharpen the blade
remain the same for 2010 ($35.00 per LIW membership) itself also. Sometimes manufacturers paint is on the
with an additional $25.00 for the first two SIG’s that you join. inside bottom of the plane. This stops the blade and
The third SIG would be $15.00 and the last SIG would chip breaker from laying flat on the plane. Clean this
be $10.00, in effect giving you four SIG’s for the price of paint off also. Charlie used water stones because they
three. In addition, spouses and dependent children liv- cut faster than oil stones for the plane. For scrapers and
ing in the same household would be charged an addi- chisels he doesuses oil stones. However, Charlie admits
tional $5.00 for LIW membership and each SIG mem- to using the Work Sharp to get this process done quickbership they chose to be part of. Joe is collecting dues er. Charlie reported that the further the blade is to the
front of the mouth of the planer opening, the finer cut
for 2010 now.
the hand plane will make. Great job Charlie. Thanks so
It was then time to introduce the speaker of the night, much for an informative demonstration.
Charlie James. Charlie began his demonstration saying
that MOST hand planes purchased are not good enough SECRETARY’S NOTES FROM THE DECEMBER MEETING:
“out of the box”. Charlie showed some hand planes that
he built out of wood. While they are hard to make, the Mike Daum opened the meeting a little after 7PM. The
more you make the easier it becomes. There are three agenda tonight was the Toys for Tots and once again, the
basic construction materials for hand planes;, wood, Marines and the LIW came through. Sgt. Blasingame
metal, and a wood - metal combination. You can get an and Lance Corporal Giardullo received a standing ovaexpensive plane for up to 10 thousand dollars and you tion when introduced and were on hand to receive the
can pick up an inexpensive plane at a garage sale for 5 toys that were made and bought by our members. Sgt.
dollars. Both work very much the same and can get most Blasingame explained that the toys were well appreciated
and that while last year tough this year even worse
jobs done.
The key to a good working plane is having it shave off a because of the economy. He also mentioned that Toys
thin (or thick) piece of wood without clogging, digging
Secretary’s Notes continued from page 5

continued on page 7
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for Us will take toy and money donations for the
Marines. 100% of the monetary donations go into a
Marine Corp account so that they can use it for Toys for
Tots. Steve Costello reported he dropped off ten knock
hockey sets for the Marines, in addition to the ones he
had tonight. We thank Ed Dillon for arranging for the
Marines to be there.
Mike mentioned that the Woodrack is going to be a double issue. There will be no issue this month. The
Woodrack will highlight the 2009 LIW Show.
There were some new faces in the crowd tonight, Frank
Gulota, Ed Matumzak, Mike Dayboch, Richard Harkin
and Brian Moran. Welcome to all!
Charlie James reported that there was going to be a visit
to Condon lumber yard in White Plains. In addition, on
January 23, 2010, there would be a hand plane workshop
here in barn and Charlie forecast 70 degrees and sunny
weather. The cost is $15.00 per person, including lunch. come by on weekday from morning to demonstrate joinery. In addition, The Prince of Peace is still looking for
the LIW to teach their 8th grades some woodworking.
No dates have yet been set. The Historical Society asked
if the LIW would like to put on a woodworking demonstration on a Monday Feb 1, 8 or 22. Contact Mike
Daum if you are interested in any of the above.

Contact Charlie if you are interested in either item.
The Exotic wood group from East Northport offering
another sale on December 13, from 9A-1P. There will be
a 20% off sale for LIW members. Arthur Kahn, formally Wood-ply lumber is now selling “out of his garage”.
He has exotic woods, turning blocks, Baltic birch plywood and veneers.
Gabe Jean ran into a teacher willing to have the LIW
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Old Bethpage Village Restoration has been in negotiations with a vendor who wishes to manage the
Exhibition Hall on a yearly basis. If this happens it will
almost definitely be out of our price range for future
exhibitions. At the end of the show, I contacted Jim
McKenna, the man from OBVR that made it possible for
us to use the Exhibition Hall. I informed him that we
were very happy with the venue, that we would LOVE to
return if possible and offered to set up a date for our
return. I sure hope things work out for our sake.
Being the Show Chairman was an experience. I have a
lot of respect for those before me who performed this
task and have done it for year after year. It is a lot of
work, the kind that was very similar to what I did in the
latter stages of my career with New York City Transit. I
retired from that work 8 years ago and have not worked
that hard since, nor do I care to do it again. I thank
everyone for their support, their encouragement and
their efforts. I will support the next chairperson to the
best of my ability.

Bob Urso, Steve Blakely and Mike Daum relaxing in the
middle of final show preparations.

Thank you all…..for everything.

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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W INNERS S HOW 2009

BEST IN SHOW
Fabrizio Saiu
Zebrawood and Glass Cabinet
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F U R N I T U R E 1 B E D S & TA B L E S ( W I T H O U T D R A W E R S )

F I R S T P L A C E - D E N N I S TA D D E O
M i s s i o n S t y l e E n d Ta b l e

SECOND PLACE - JOHN KEANE
Walnut Crotch Coffee Table

THIRD PLACE - MARK SUESSER
Shaker Side Table

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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FURNITURE 2 DESKS & CASEWORK/CABINETRY

F I R S T P L A C E - FA B R I Z I O S A I U
Zebrawood and Glass Cabinet

SECOND PLACE - BOB SCHENDORF
Bedside Cabinets

THIRD PLACE - BOB BARKER
Side Table

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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FURNITURE 3 CHAIRS

FIRST PLACE - MARK SUESSER
Windsor Chair

SECOND PLACE - LEO MEILAK

Windsor Chair

THIRD PLACE - JERRY GORSKI
Adirondack Chair

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB

12

THE WOODRACK

ACCESSORIES

F I R S T P L A C E - H A R RY & B R I A N H I N T E M A N
K l a u s z Wo r k b e n c h

SECOND PLACE - DAN JACKSON
WOODEN CLOCK

THIRD PLACE - ROGER SCHROEDER
FOLK-ART FOOTSTOOL

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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TURNING

FIRST PLACE - GARY MAHEW
S e g m e n t e d Ve s s e l

SECOND PLACE - MIKE JOSIAH
SEGMENTED VESSEL

THIRD PLACE - JIM MACALLUM
SMALL SEGMENTED VESSEL

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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CARVING

FIRST PLACE - FRANK NAPOLI
Carousel Lion

SECOND PLACE - ROGER SCHROEDER
Winter Flounder

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB

THIRD PLACE - MARK SUESSER

Wooen Pulley
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SCROLLWORK

FIRST PLACE - JOHN HONS
Stalking Leopard

PHOTO
NOT
AVAILABLE
SECOND PLACE - STEVE MANGAM
CIVIL WAR PORTRAITS

THIRD PLACE - ALAIN TIERCY
Wolf Cub

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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I N TA R S I A / M A RQ U E T RY / I N L A Y

FIRST PLACE - RICHARD ZIMMERMAN
EAGLE

SECOND PLACE - ROLF BEUTTENMULLER

THIRD PLACE - IRIS ZIMMERMAN

Koala

Duck
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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TOYS/CRAFTS/GAMES

FIRST PLACE - ROGER SCHROEDER
Davenpor t Desk and Chair

SECOND PLACE - TODD JETTE
Yankee Stadium

THIRD PLACE - STEVE PRICE
Tow Truck

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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UNIQUE

FIRST PLACE - MIKE LUCIANO
ROCKING HORSE

SECOND PLACE - FRED BARRETT
GUITAR AND STAND

THIRD PLACE - ADAM FISHER
KITCHEN PRODUCE STAND

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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NOVICE

FIRST PLACE - FRED SCHOENFELD
OFFICE SIDE CABINET

SECOND PLACE - WILLIAM ROGERS
TV ARMOIRE

THIRD PLACE - MARK VOSBURGH
CUTTING BOARD

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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SHOW
SNAPSHOTS
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Wooden you like to
judge?

used, make sure they are installed correctly.

Finish: This is a very important step. It is not unusual to
spend almost as much time applying a finish as it did to
Charlie James build the piece in the first place! This process includes
preparing the wood for finish with sandpaper, scrapers
or hand planes, applying the finish and rubbing it out if
ooden you like to know how to judge? Judging you so choose. Remove ALL the glue, the glue drips and
furniture at the show this year taught me a few glue stains. Even if you can remove the dried glue, it may
leave a stain behind. It may be impossible to remove the
things.
glue stain without actually replacing the wood. Plan
1. Most people will be happy, but not everyone!
ahead, use less glue or scrape the glue off just before
hardening.
2. Most people will be happy, but not everyone!
Some pieces were not necessarily better than others but Sometimes, with the use of tape or wax to prevent suryet won a ribbon. Why?
face hardening of glue, you can lessen the chance of
How do you transform a plain piece of furniture, into a problems but be careful, you don’t want to create finish
fine piece of furniture built by you? Any furniture you adhesion problems. You cannot skimp on preparing the
choose to build is based on woodworking knowledge surface. If you use a finish that raises the grain you must
that you have acquired over the years. This is the reason sand it again after applying the first coat or your furniture
we judge a “novice” project differently than we judge an will not feel smooth, almost like it has hair on it. If the
“expert” project. A piece of fine furniture is the sum of finish has to be sanded in between coats, do it. You can
many parts and each must be done correctly in order for sand with 120 grit and the surface might look fine, but as
you to have a project that finishes in the top three places. soon as you apply a finish, all scratches will stand out.
This is a short list, a column this size cannot possibly You will then have to remove the scratches AND the finexplain all criteria.
ish in order to repair it, ten times the work. If you’re
staining the wood don’t let the stain bleed into the inlays
Wood: Is the direction of the grain correct? Grain or adjoining wood. If it’s natural wood, apply some
match? Wood color? Did you use sapwood? Were there Alcohol, Mineral spirits or Naptha on the piece first, it
wormholes or knots? If so, were they incorporated into will show you what the surface will look like when the
the furniture design or is it a mistake?
finish is applied. These products do not tend to raise the
Joinery: The joinery you choose must be appropriate and grain. Naptha dries clean and quick. One or two pieces
done well. Are the seams tight and the wood on each side were neck and neck with each other but when we stood
of the joint level with each other?
back and compared them side to side, it was the finish
that put one over the other. Some people like to apply
Is it the correct joint for the application? Does it add to finish, I don’t especially like it but, it is part of the job.
the piece? Joinery or grain direction, if incorrect, will
surely lead a piece to self destruction over a few sea- Remember, no one has to have a piece judged. The beausons.
ty of the show is this; You put a piece of furniture down
Drawers can be joined in many ways but two examples and within minutes, members are looking in it, under it,
would be a dovetail joint and a rabbet joint. It takes a bit behind it and over it. They are asking you questions, trylonger to make a dovetail joint correctly, why not use it ing to figure out how you built it. They are thinking, if I
for the front of the drawers? Save the rabbet joint for the made one like it how would I build it? Keep an open
back.
mind and try not to take it personally. You can just ask
someone what they think is right or wrong about the
Proportions must be correct. Oversize or undersize piece, they will tell you. That’s why we bring the piece in,
doors, aprons, legs or feet might make a piece look top so our peers can look at it. Everyone has different
heavy or too wide or tall. In other words it may just “look taste;that is why Baskin Robbins has 31 flavors. It should
wrong”. Moldings that are bought and then applied have not matter if the furniture you made is stained or painttheir place but don’t add it just because you have it. If ed green or upside down, you made it for you! It is the
you do add them make sure they are not loose.
implementation of ALL of your experience and ALL
you have learned that will make the piece stand out
Hardware: Metal drawer runners have no place in an enough to come in first, second or third. If you are
heirloom, make your own drawer runners! Of course, happy with the furniture you made, don’t give it a second
most customers are not willing to pay the price for hand- thought,that is most important of all.
work. It is a timesaver to buy metal drawer glides but, if

W
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Photos fr om the November 21 trip to
Frank Klauzs’ shop
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As any member knows, the most important part of the trip is shown in this photo: Dinner
after the meeting. The only other part of a get together that counts as much is when we meet
in the morning. Meaning: Lunch after the meeting.
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Photos fr om the November
Tur ner s’ Guild meeting
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Photos fr om the December
Tur ner s’ Guild meeting

The SIG purchased the Delta lathe that Mike Josiah won
at the show. We sold our Rikon lathe to a new member.
The Delta lathe was tested by several members and pronounced satisfactory by all. Phtos & text by Jim Macallum
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Secret Society of
Woodcarvers
Steve Blakley

H

onestly, I am writing these minutes from memory. With all the work of the LIW show and my
show report for the Woodrack just finished, I
am just now attempting to put together the minutes to
our last meeting. Luckily, our last SSOW meeting was a
great one and not hard to remember, although some
details might be a bit blurry.
At 700PM, SSOW President Ed Piotrowski opened the
meeting by welcoming everyone who attended. He
encouraged everyone to purchase raffle tickets and then
asked Steve Blakley for a Membership and a Treasurers
report which was given and accepted.
The club still has wood on sale and will be bringing it to
each meeting for members to purchase should they need
it. The raffle was once again a success.
For show and tell Richie Zimmerman showed his snowman, completely painted; Richie, John Hons and Bob
Urso, showed their western figure “Grady” in the various
stages of development; and Frank Napoli showed a
wood spirit in on an jug and two wood spirit sticks he
made. Great job guys!
The night’s presenter and speaker was Roger Schroeder.
Roger is a long time carver and woodworker. Tonight he
showed us how to make a carved pumpkin. I really did
not know what to expect, although I thought a carved

pumpkin was a bit much for us to handle. Was I ever
wrong! My vision was a round, 3D pumpkin. Roger
showed us how to carve a “flat” pumpkin and curve the
edges. Roger prepared the projects so we could begin to
carve them. He pre-scrolled out the pumpkin face outlines on some ¾” wood. He showed us how he glued it
to a flat piece of board with a piece of newspaper
between the project and the board. This made it so that
project would not move when carving and also easy to
extract from the board when done….all it needed was a
bit of sanding on the back to get the paper and glue
residue off of the back of the project.
Roger also showed us how to easily paint
the pumpkin.
This was a fairly easy project, yet hard
enough to make us learn how to control our
gouges. And you want to know something?
My wife loves it! To me, that is what carving is all about…. seeing someone else who
enjoys my work.
My thanks to Roger for another extremely
informative and welcome project!
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LISA News
Linda Blasko

ur meeting on November 19th was well attended. Thank you to all our members for their
hard work, time and most importantly beautiful
pieces they brought to the show. We broke even on the
collaborative clock. We welcomed two new members
Frank and Bob who found out about us from the show.
The SIG has purchased a used scrollsaw, a Hegner. This
will be very useful for monthly demonstrations.

O

Dues are due, if you haven’t paid yet please see Joe
Bottigliere. Our next meeting is December 17th, it is our
annual Holiday party and ornament exchange. Each person who attends must bring an ornament that they make,
if you bring someone with you, please bring an ornament
for that person too. That way we have enough ornaments for everyone to take from the grab bag. Please put
each ornament in a separate brown paper bag (lunch bag
size). If you haven’t already done so, see Jean to let her
know if you are coming and if you would like to bring
something. It was election time and the Scrollsaw SIG
board remains status quo. Thank you to our members
who volunteer their time for these positions. Have
a safe and happy holiday season. Keep Scrollin’.

Photos
from the
meeting
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LI Cabinetmakers’ SIG
Steven Price

T

he meeting was held September 9th, with 17
members present. A new guest, Mitch Topol,
was introduced. He is interested in learning how
to make m;ortise and tenon joints and also about making
moldings for his colonial home.
The topic for the October 13 meeting will be CAD using
eCabinets. November’s topic will be hand-cut half blind
dovetails. In December there will be our semi-annual
roundtable discussion plus our holiday party. Mack
Simmons on finishing was a suggested future topic.
Show and Tell: Ben Naurath discussed the caddy he built
to hold his Worksharp discs. Norman Bald showed the
sharpening jig he built based on a design from Shop
Notes. He used an old Delta wet grinding motor for hollow grinding. The jig also has a top flat wheel for sharpening. Jerry Gorski showed a foot stool and leg rest
based on a design in New Yankee Workshop. He used
decking mahogany. He is also making a matching chair.
He altered the plans slightly by rounding over the edges.
He used stainless steel screws and ebony plugs from
Dowels on Demand. He plans to finish the set with

Marine varnish. Bob Urso showed a box made as a
demo for veneers. Roger Schroeder continues his series
of “Salesmens’ Miniatures” with a beautifully crafted
Captain’s Desk. (See photograph) He had decided to use
Chinaberry for the project, but had barely enough to finish, foregoing breadboard ends. He used Sassafras,
stained to match the Chinaberry, for the legs. (He used
Solarlux stain.) The back is solid poplar to show that he
put extra effort into his work. Gary Goldberg showed a
child’s Adirondack Chair. Matt showed an Adjustable
Dado Jig for routers. It requires no special router bits,
only wood the same thickness as the work piece. He also
showed a sharpening jig for jointer knives.
Barry Saltsberg gave the feature presentation - hand-cut
mortise and tenon joints. The necessary tools are tenon
or dovetail saw, a square, marking gauge, knife, and a
plane (rabbet or shoulder). Barry prefers t make the
tenons first, although others may prefer to make the
mortise first. The first task is the find the center of the
thickness of the workpiece. The tenon should be more
than ? the thickness of the workpiece e.g. ½” on a ¾”
board. The lines should be scribed using a square and
knife and be well defined. After the tenon is cut, it is used
to mark out the mortise. When cutting the mortise, the
chisel should be placed short of the line to ensure that it
doesn’t stray beyond the line. The tenon should be
slightly shorter than the depth of the mortise to allow for
excess glue. Barry recommends cutting the shoulders
first, the cheeks second, and the edges last. To improve
the fit, the shoulders should be carefully pared toward
the tenon, i.e., undercut slightly. Finally the tenon should
be fitted to the mortise. Following the demonstration by
Barry, all the members cut their own m and t joints. A
very worthwhile evening.
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Photos
from the
meeting
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tle more forgiving (but more difficult to cut).

He

LI Cabinetmakers’ SIG stressed the importance of making sure all sides and corSteven Price

ners were square. He uses a shooting board and a #5 or
#7 bench plane or a miter plane. These are heavy planes
which give him some momentum. The drawer fronts are
typically thicker than the sides and are usually made from
a secondary wood such as Pine or poplar. Generally the
wood from the inside of the tree should go on the outside of the project. The best piece,of course, should be
the face of the drawer.
Rich uses a marking knife to scribe to mark a line on the
side edge of the drawer front. The base must be thick
enough so that it won’t blow thru but not look too thick.
This same thickness is used to scribe a line on the sides
to mark the length of the tails. A line should also be
scribed on the inside of the drawer sides.

November 10, 2009
ne new recruit was introduced, Anthony
Burochio.
The current Board was then
reelected by Acclamation. They were joyfully
granted a 20% pay increase which they all declined citing
moral and ethical misgivings. The previous meeting was
discussed, in particular eCabinet Systems. This does 3D
renderings and materials list. They also have 3D router
system for large cabinet shops. The system is apparently
meant for professionals but is available to amateurs.
There is a plan for a Saturday Workshop at LAR
Industries (a high volume shop in Plainview) where they SPACING: Rich (and almost everyone else) puts a halfwill cut and set up a whole project
pin at each end. This does not mean that it is necessarily half the size of a full pin (since it may actually be bigDuring Show and Tell filler adhesives for marble were ger). ½” is typical. He cuts the sockets on the sides of
discussed. West System epoxies as well as PV 7 and PC the front first. This will leave the pins. He marks the
10 were mentioned for that purpose. Questions were spaces using two dividers. He keeps the same settings so
asked about the Box Joint Jig I had demonstrated. Barry that the pins and tails will be the same size on multiple
Saltsberg showed a jig for sharpening the blades of two- drawers. Alternately, he can set the spacing using a ruler
set diagonally on the face he is cutting. He sets one inch
blade thickness planers
mark on one edge and the other on another inch mark
so that an even number of inch marks are within the
Rich Macrae gave a seminar in half-blind dovetails. width of the board. These will then determine the spacThese are used primarily in drawers, attaching the sides ing. The width of each socket should be just a hair wider
to the front. There are two kinds of drawers involved: than the chisel you plan to use. The tails should be cut
flush inset drawers and overlay drawers, which are a litfrom the outside of the

O

Barry’s jointer blade sharpening jig in use
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sides first. While it is import not to go over the scribe line. IT MUST BE KEPT PRISTINE.
line, the inside won’t show.
SAWING: Rich normally tilts his workpiece 10° in the
vise so that the saw line is perpendicular. Once started,
he never tries to correct the direction of the saw. Use a
square set on the bench to help keep the saw perpendicular. When cutting sockets, make a “wedging ” cut to cut
out a small wedge to the scribing line. When marking
both sockets and tails, scribe right to the line, but cut on
the waste side.

TIP: The grain on the sides should run front to back.
This will allow you to plane front to back without tearout
and, more importantly, blowing out the front of the
drawer.
SUGGESTION: PRACTICE
A BIT OF MACRAE WISDOM: “A lot is intuitive.”
(Easy for him to say. He’s a genius at this.)

CHOPPING: In chopping out waste between the tails,
Don’t try to wedge out the waste. Go half-way thru and A wonderful seminar. I have to stop now. I need to
then chop from the other side. Be careful of the scribe practice.

Left top: Marking pins on the drawer front
Left bottom: Marking tails
Right top: Completed pins
Right middle: Fitting tails
Bottom right: Completed joint
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2010 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Complete this application by clearly printing the information requested in the spaces below, and returning this
form, along with your check in the amount of $35.00 to:
Joe Bottigliere
1238 Church Street
Bohemia, NY 11716
Checks should be made out to the Long Island Woodworkers
NAME:__________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________
City:___________________________State:_______________ZipCode:_____________
Telephone:__________________________________________________
E Mail Address:_____________________________________________
Alternate Telephone:______________________________________
Primary woodworking interest:________________________________________________________
Other woodworking related interests:___________________________________________________
How would you rate your skill level:____________________________________________________
What would you hope to gain from the club:______________________________________________
COMMENTS, SUGESTIONS, EXPECTATIONS:
_________________________________________________________________________________
SIGS - $25 first two; $15 third; $10 fourth:
CABINETMAKERS: ____________
CARVERS: __________________
SCROLLERS: _________________
TURNERS: ___________________
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The Marketplace
4/4 Spalted Beech lumber for sale. Most 9” and
wider 8’ long, with great figure. http://www.righteouswoods.net/Beech_European_Spalted.html is
selling it for $14.20 a board foot, I am asking $7 a
bf for quantities less then 50 bf, $5.50 for quantities
over.
Powermatic 719A Hollow Chisel Mortiser with 4
chisels and mobile base. Great condition, works
like a champ. Asking $595, about $950 for all this
new, save money and get a great tool.
Bill at wmarr@optonline.net, or 631 312 6617
Performax 25 x 2 Dual Drum Sander with Power
Feed; 5 hop 220 V Leeson Motor. Machine has
“low mileage”
Bob Urso (631) 724-4625 or through the club website

Foley Model 387 Automatic Saw Filer
Complete with extra files.
Norman Picht (631) 242-9255
Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,
Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256
Fine Woodworking Magazines, issues 1-159 plus
index to 120 Excellent condition $475
Woodsmith Magazines, issues 1-143 plus index to
126
Excellent Condition $300
Gene Kelly (631) 265-5218
L.I. School of Classical Woodcarving &
Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;
http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/

12" Sear's bandsaw, good condition, $175,14"
Reliance Bandsaw, good condition $225, 10"
Ryobi Tablesaw, good condition

Need someone to tune a working Craftsman 10"
radial arm saw for a fee.
Harold Schechtel 631-539-6290

Charlie Morehouse (631) 271-7251

I have a live black walnut tree which is 55 inches in
circumference at one ft. above the ground and
extends to 25 ft. to the first branch. The tree is
yours for the cutting.
Jim Ganci at 631-271-7517 in Dix Hills

3 hp 4 bag Reliant dust collector $275, 12” radial
arm saw, rusted but runs. Free to a good home.
Willie (631) 235-0186
Laser etched photos on wood.
Contact Dave Schichtel at (516) 671-5964 or
www.the-wood-shop.com

Delta plate joiner bench mount tilting table good
condition $85.00.
Harry Wicks 631-734-5738
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4 Pam Court
South Setauket, NY 11720

Cherry 4/4 and 8/4
Quarter Sawn Red Oak 4/4 by 14" wide
Hard Maple, Curly Maple, Assorted pieces of White
Oak, Ash, Lacewood, Honduras Mahogany
Basswood 4/4 and 12?4 12" Wide, Purple Heart,
Sequenced matched Birch Plywood 1/4" and 3/4"
Partial Sheet of 1/2 " cherry Plywood.
Craftsman bench top router table Free
Freestanding Router Table $25.00
Common White Pine Assorted width and length
Free
Chris Lee (631) 754-2456
Makita LS1013 10” Dual slide compound
saw extra blade & Woodhaven .drop stop
system .Mint condishion Never moved
around. $295.00
Jim Clancy 516-8228250
Porter Cable profile sander kit with case $50
Daryl Rosenblatt (516)581-1843 darylmros@gmail.com
A pair of new Dust collector ONE micron filter bags 18 inch diameter one has a window
$40.00. Also a Dayton SAND BLASTER floor
model with dolly and 6 gallons of glass bead
media like new $350.00
Frank Kiefer (631) 331-9383

