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Mike Daum

T

he Long Island Woodworkers were recently called upon
to assist in the removal of a massive maple tree that was
planted in front of John Mather Memorial Hospital in
Port Jefferson. No, I don't mean with chainsaw in hand - but
to direct the tree service in the cutting of limbs and trunk to
maximize usable lumber and turning blanks. Many of the hospital staff gathered near the entrance of the hospital on this
Saturday morning to watch the event, taking pictures and marveling at the size of the pieces raining down as the guy in the
bucket expertly sliced through them, expertly positioning their
fall.
The tree was reluctantly condemned due to safety concerns
after three arborists recommended removal due to rot.
Because of the proximity to patient windows (they watched as
well), the tree posed a threat during a severe storm. Many of
the large limbs were already cabled over the years to keep them
upright. There was no other option.
The history of the tree will not be forgotten. A photo album
will be assembled. Patients will be reminded of how important
seeing trees and natural settings are in the human healing
process. And most importantly, projects will be made from the
tree to adorn the courtyard and lobby. We have been asked to
generate some projects from the tree. It is being stacked and
stored on the hospital grounds. Arrangements are being made
to have lumber milled from the largest pieces. Turners and
carvers are welcome to use the "green" wood.
We have a fantastic opportunity for the LIW to showcase projects from the tree in the lobby, with a small percentage of
proceeds going to the hospital. There will be a planning
process and it will take some time, yet it is a worthwhile
endeavor, especially considering that this tree may have played
a role in getting you well if you were lucky enough to view it
from your window during your hospital stay, as I did.
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Secretary’s Report

Show Biz

Steve Blakley

Roger Schroeder &
Greg Nicharico

President Mike
Daum opened the meeting at 7:03 PM (with amazingly,
the air conditioning somewhat working). Mike first stated that the set up (with everyone standing) was not normal and that this month was the round robin, where the
Special Interest Groups and others show what they do
and how they do it. He also reported that there was a
woman outside in the parking lot who saw our LIW
Woodworkers sign and just happened to have a bunch of
screw clamps in her trunk that she wanted to give away.
Anyone wanting these clamps please go see her before
she leaves.
Going on into the LIW business, Mike first reported
that one of our members, Al Borneman, had a free 9”
radial arm saw in the parking lot that he wanted to give
away. First come, first serve. Mike also mentioned that
he had some wood that he also wanted to give away at
the end of the meeting.
Steve Blakley reported that there were some computer
peripherals and books related to Windows XP on the
rear table. All is free and anything not taken would be
placed in the trash at the end of the night.
Mike reported that Joe Bottigliere just informed him
that the Historical Society of Merrick has an organ that
they want restored. If anyone is interested in doing this
for the “best price”, please see Mike for details. Mike
also stated that there is a BBQ contest in September and
they are looking for someone to make some award
plaques. Again, see Mike for details. Walter Connolly of
the Long Island School of Classical Woodcarving and
Woodworking in Lindenhurst is starting a new class on
September 25. See Walter or the website for further
information.
Charlie James reported that there would be a Saturday
Workshop on July 17th on marquetry. The cost is
$30.00 per person, which includes lunch.
Mike took a survey on the cost of last month’s picnic
(because we would probably do it again next year).
Almost everyone in attendance said that the cost was
fair.
Joe Bottigliere gave a membership report and we have
grown to 228 paid members. Treasurer Mike Luciano
reported that we still have money in the bank; we have
paid all our bills and have no outstanding bills.
Mike D. mentioned that if anyone was having problems
with website forum access, please see Jim Macullum,
who is setting up a “real time” log on session at the
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M

uch has happened, all positive, to bring us
closer to what will be a successful 2010
Woodworkers’ Show. We’ll be returning to the
Old Bethpage Village Restoration with its sizeable
Fairgrounds Building that housed our show in 2009. A
solidly dedicated show committee is already working to
prepare for the event. We’re lining up vendors, writing
publicity, and planning seminars. In the meantime,
demonstration equipment is getting tuned up and tools
are being secured for the raffle.
Despite all the hard work in progress, three areas need
to be addressed:
PROJECTS
PARTICIPATION
VOLUNTEERS

PROJECTS: Big or small, simple or complex, novice or
professional—all will be accepted into the show. Submit
your application, a copy of which is included in the
newsletter, and deliver it to Mike Daum as early as possible. His address is on the application, but feel free to
hand it to him in person. We do ask that projects displayed in last year’s show not be submitted.
PARTICIPATION: One member’s wife called and emailed
as many folks as she knew in the area and invited them
to the 2009 show. And that included her two rabbis, who
did attend! Others of you invited and brought your families. Good attendance, and that means lots of people,
both club members and others, will likely insure that we
return to the OBVR in the future. We can’t think of a
better way to spend a weekend in mid-November.
VOLUNTEERS: The dates for the show are November
13 and 14. But the Friday before, November 12, requires
a platoon of volunteers to come out and set up the
show. Please make a point of being at the OBVR out
and pitching in. We will find a job for you, and we’ll be
much in your debt.

Enjoy the rest of the summer!
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round robin tonight. Mike also talked about the how he contract obligations Mike was not permitted to go into
wanted to visit your home shops to write profile articles details, but he did have some interesting comments about
the film crews, walk on’s and the show host......but you
for the Woodrack.
had to be there to hear it.
Greg Nicharico reported on the LIW Show. He and
Roger Schroeder are still looking for volunteers to sign Mike then went on to open the meeting to the round
up for specific tasks. We have not yet received the con- robin. Among those participating were Steve Fulgoni,
tract for the venue at Old Bethpage Village Restoration, who was turning a bowl; Steve Price who was showing
but it is expected shortly. Greg and Roger will be meet- how to cane a chair; Rolf Buettenmuller who was scroll
ing again with the manager of Old Bethpage Village sawing; Richie and Iris Zimmerman and Ed and Jean
Restoration. With that said Mike D. stated that he did Piotrowski who were showing their latest intarsia project
not yet receive enough project forms to justify a show. they made at Judy Gayle Roberts; Gary Goldberg who
He took a poll of the attendees asking who planned to was representing the Long Island Cabinetmakers; Frank
make some projects....about one half of the people Napoli and Mark (fishman) Vosburgh, who were carving
responded. Mike said he would address this issue again (yes, Mark concentrates on fish carving and makes really
next month and if there were not enough projects nice ones) and Robert Coleman who was demonstrating
promised, the show would be compromised. He hand cut dovetails.
requested members use the Application to Exhibit form
sheet printed on the next to last page of the Woodrack, It appeared that everyone had a great time........
and have them to him by the August meeting.
The Special Interest Groups informed us of what their
curriculum would be for their next meeting. The SSOW
would be carving spoons; the LISA would be working on
the 3-d Chess set; the LIWG would be presenting
“Penturning 101” and the LIC will be having a round
robin discussion on problems, safety, new ways of doing
things, etc.
There were a few new members here tonight: Mike
Javidi, who just finished going to the North Bennet
Street School in Boston; Charles Zeiss, who is a Chaplin,
and Jim and Susan Hennefield who both joined. Jim is a
Dentist and Susan is a manager for the city.
Mike spoke about the Lutz house that will be featured on
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition and the role the
membership played in assembling furniture. Because of
4
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Secret Society of
Woodcarvers
Steve Blakley

O

n June 30, at 7:10PM, President Ed Piotrowski,
opened the meeting by welcoming everyone who
attended. He encouraged everyone to purchase
raffle tickets and then asked Steve Blakley for a
Membership and a Donation report which was given and
accepted.

coming out very nice. Frank Napoli showed the egg
faces he worked on, and stressed that when you are following a pattern, you do not have to follow it directly.
Frank showed two Santa’s he made from one pattern,
both quite different.
Next month we will be working on “simple” wood
spoons. Frank N. supplied the pattern and Steve B. will
cut the patterns out of pine.
The donations were collected and one interesting trinket
was had.
Bob Urso suggested a new name for the SSOW; The Mid
Island Guild of Wood Carvers. This was the same name
he proposed last month and again it was voted down.

Ed reported that the club still has wood for sale at disFrank N. then began assisting the members who were
count prices.
working on the egg faces.
For show and tell Matt Reardon showed barnyard pig
that he was working on. Joe Reardon showed a neat If you missed this month you can always catch up next
mountain man that he started from “scratch”. Both were month so don’t be disappointed.

There is Something Odd Afoot
!!!
Reported by: I.M. Anonymous

There is something going on in the basement......I heard a funny sound in the basement. I decided
to look so I opened the basement door and began to creep down the stairs. There was talking, mumbling, laughing....and lots of pieces of wood shavings on the ground. I initially could not see who or
what these creatures were, but, they sounded human. I was wrong. I snapped this picture before I
ran for my life.....
I later found out that these handsome fellows are part of the Secret Society of Woodcarvers....they
meet at various locations so you have to be part of their “illegal SIG” to find out where they operate
from each week. It is rumored that not only are they a SUPER Secret group, but they even have their
own handshake!

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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PHOTOS FROM THE
TURNERS’ GUILD

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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L.I.S.A.
Linda Blasko

T

he scrollers have been very busy the last few
meetings. Alain gave a wonderful presentation
on fretwork and scrolling the proper way. We
also learned about framing and matting. You can see
what a difference a matted background and framing can
do to enhance your scrollwork. Richie and Iris showed
us the pieces they made during their second trip to Judy
Gale Roberts Studio in Tennessee. The two of them are
a very hard mahogany to
try them on and give us a report. Thank you for volunteering to do this for us.
Wood and patterns were given out for the chess pieces
for the collaborative project, our next meeting is on
Thursday, August, 19th please bring any completed
pieces. Keep Scrolling!

doing great work and pictures of Richie and Iris with
their raccoons are below. We also talked about inquiring
into Judy giving a course to us up here. If you want
information on Judy’s schedule of classes for 2010 go to
http://www.intarsia.com/ for more information.
Barbara and the boys donated ornaments last year to
“Project Rudolf ”. Barbara spoke to us more about the
project and what a wonderful thing to do for our men
and women in service. Thanks again Barbara. For more
information on how you can help whether it is with
wood, letter writing, donating candy, etc. just copy and
paste the following web address into your browser
http://projectrudolph.homestead.com/index.html

We had another discussion about scroll saw blades.
Frank Sailor will be doing a comparison of the Flying
Dutchman Ultra Reverse blades and the Olson PGT
series blades. Rolf gave him a few of the chess pieces in
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Shop Visit:
Daryl Rosenblatt
Roger Schroeder

H

aving a garage shop that can still accommodate
one automobile is rare enough among woodworkers. But having one equipped with some of
the finest commercial power tools available is something
most of us can only dream about.
For Daryl Rosenblatt, the ideal woodshop was years in
the making, filled along the way with issues and setbacks
that included faulty and substandard machinery, dust
allergies, and even personal tragedy. His first attempts to
build something with his hands began at the age of five
when he put together plastic airplane models. From there
he moved on to airplanes as well as ship models made
from wood. By the time he was enrolled in junior high
school, his shop course earned him a grade of only C,
His dust collector is on the outside of the garage.
but he salvages the “rebuke” by saying that he was taught
has to be one of the great woodworking teachers who
how to work with hand tools.
can make you feel that you, too, can make what he
Model making continued even in college. Studying archi- builds.” The first project was, not ironically, a TV cabinet
tecture, Daryl learned how to craft foam models of for a sparsely furnished living room.
buildings. But making furniture didn’t really come to
fruition until after he got married. While watching televi- He knew that the two-car garage in his two-story house
sion with his wife, he happened upon The New Yankee in Port Washington fit the bill for a shop. But the comWorkshop, hosted by Norm Abrams. Says Daryl, “Norm promise was that one car needed to be garaged, and that
was his wife’s vehicle. To keep the area warm in winter,
he had gas heat installed. “I’m happy with 55 to 60
degrees,” he says with a smile.
While dabbling in woodworking and building a career of
architecture, his year-and-a-half-old daughter was diagnosed with a brain tumor. “There were many possible
therapies after her death, from psychotherapy to golf,
but I decided to bang a lot of wood together,” he shares.

The machinery in Daryl’s shop is mobile. Here he
moves his band saw into the middle of the garage.

Realizing that cabinetmaking would help occupy his
mind while dealing with the loss, he started to fill the
shop with power equipment. Although he started out
with a circular saw, he quickly realized that the hand-held
tool isn’t very accurate. He soon purchased a Powermatic
table saw, but it required a number of components to be
replaced, including the motor. The saw was given to a
contractor in trade for work. His next saw was a Delta
Unisaw, which he describes as a “tank.” Still not satisfied,

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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shaper is stationary, the jointer-planer is movable on a
base he had made for the machine.
Daryl says that a jointer is one of the most important
pieces of woodworking equipment in a shop. He quotes
Ian Kirby, a noted instructor and author, who told him
that if the wood isn’t flat and square, putting together a
piece of furniture or even the simplest of wood items
cannot be done successfully.
Other tools in his shop include a 16” Mini Max band saw
outfitted with a 1″-wide carbide blade, particularly useful
for resawing lumber. A Delta drill press has a four-drawer storage box and counterweights front and rear. In
addition to a sharpening station, complete with grinders
and drawers full of stones and other accessories, there’s
a workbench, complete with a patternmaker’s vise, made
by Daryl.
His wife’s allergies to dust made it necessary for him to
install dust collecting hoses and dust collector. He
explains that 4″-diameter hoses are typically inadequate
to carry dust and chips away, so his hoses are an impresDaryl at a workbench he built.
sive 6″. The dust collector is actually outside the garage.
Daryl sold the Delta and purchased a Felder KF 700 saw- And not far from it is a large storage box where he keeps
shaper.
his lumber.
The Austrian-made dream machine, solidly constructed
of cast iron, is the epitome of stability and efficiency.
Offering a 12″ saw blade, it comes with a crosscut fence
that angles between +45 and -45 degrees. It has a sliding
table, a three-speed shaper spindle unit that tilts backward to eliminate a potentially dangerous “pinch point,”
and many other features that make the Felder saw-shaper
the Rolls Royce of dual-purpose power equipment.

Daryl’s taste in the furniture he builds tends to be eclectic, although he now likes to build pieces featuring
veneers and inlays. He offers, somewhat parsimoniously,
“Jazz, not classical, is my style of cabinetmaking.” When

When it came to buying a jointer, the pattern of going
from low- to high-end tools was reprised. Quoting
another woodworker, Daryl laughingly describes it as his
evolution as a jointer collector. It began with a Sears 4″,
but the power tool quickly failed when he planed a piece
of rosewood. The cutterhead disengaged from the
motor. That machine was replaced by a 6″ Grizzly, but
eventually the motor failed. Next in the shop was a Delta,
but the in-feed and out-feed tables would slip out of
alignment. After that came a 10″ Inca, a combination
The workhorse and dream machine of the shop is a
combination table saw-shaper.
jointer and thickness planer. His latest tool is another
Felder, a 12″ jointer-planer. It weighs in at a staggering asked to explain, he says: “I’m an architect who likes to
1300 pounds, outdone only by his saw- shaper that tips design furniture. But I modify and change my designs.
the scales at 1500 pounds. Although the table saw- It’s whatever looks right that gets built. So it isn’t the finLONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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ished product that counts. It’s the act of
construction. Once a piece is done, I
don’t spend much time looking at it.”
It doesn’t look as if Daryl, who presently
works as an apartment manager, will be
replacing much in the way of power
equipment in the near future. But then he
has more than enough projects to keep
him busy for a while. And they will be
worth looking at. Count on it.

Daryl Rosenblatt’s woodshop equipment and accessories fill one bay of his
two-car garage.

Editor’s note: for more on Felder
machinery, check out FelderUSA.com.

Shop Visit to M. L. Condon
Charlie James

W

e had another successful woodworkers club field trip on June 23rd. We met at Christopher Morely park at
9:30 and headed off to White Plains to visit Condons lumber yard. The six of us fit into my van and there
was a little room left in case we bought some lumber.

All of the lumber at Condons is stacked neatly and in a very orderly fashion, a place for everything and everything
in it’s place! They knew where the lumber was when you asked for its location in the yard. They do stock random
lengths and widths of Holly which is good to know since it can be hard to get in large pieces. I had tried to arrange
a meeting with a salesperson for our arrival but they really didn’t seem to care that we were coming. “Just show up
and if you need any help you can ask for it”. They had most of the hardwood you could ask for plus a section for
“Curly” or Birdseye”, etc. We bought very little lumber but did get to see some of the huge cutting machines in
action. The yard workers and the sales people are very helpful and the prices were comparable to most hardwood
dealers.
If you are over that way and need some lumber, it certainly is a good place to go but call first to make sure the lumber you want is in stock, it’s a 50-60 minute ride from Nassau county with no traffic. You have to figure tolls and
gas into the price of the lumber as well.
The by-laws of the club state, “ You can’t go on any field trip without stopping to eat alot of food plus dessert and
coffee at a nice restaurant”, not exactly in those words but I know it’s written down somewhere. Well, we didn’t want
to go against the clubs by-laws so we made reservations at Frattelli’s Italian restaurant on Eastchester Road in Da
Bronx ( good choice Daryl). Italian restaurants work well for field trips since most people like the food and we can
order appetizers for everyone plus a main course for each person. A few types of Italian bread were put on the table
right away with Olive Oil (very important!). Fratelli’s rates a hard to achieve 4 flannels (out of five).
The appetizers were eaten rather quickly and we all enjoyed our late lunch. To make it an official woodworkers lunch
we did mention random lumber dimensions and random hardwood species, even mentioned an exotic wood or two!
We were back at the park and ride by 4. It was a worthwhile day all around. Where to next?

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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The Marketplace
4/4 Spalted Beech lumber for sale. Most 9” and
wider 8’ long, with great figure. http://www.righteouswoods.net/Beech_European_Spalted.html is
selling it for $14.20 a board foot, I am asking $7 a
bf for quantities less then 50 bf, $5.50 for quantities
over.
Powermatic 719A Hollow Chisel Mortiser with 4
chisels and mobile base. Great condition, works
like a champ. Asking $595, about $950 for all this
new, save money and get a great tool.
Bill at wmarr@optonline.net, or 631 312 6617
Performax 25 x 2 Dual Drum Sander with Power
Feed; 5 hop 220 V Leeson Motor. Machine has
“low mileage”
Bob Urso (631) 724-4625 or through the club website

Foley Model 387 Automatic Saw Filer
Complete with extra files.
Norman Picht (631) 242-9255
Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,
Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256
Fine Woodworking Magazines, issues 1-159 plus
index to 120 Excellent condition $475
Woodsmith Magazines, issues 1-143 plus index to
126
Excellent Condition $300
Gene Kelly (631) 265-5218
L.I. School of Classical Woodcarving &
Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;
http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/

12" Sear's bandsaw, good condition, $175,14"
Reliance Bandsaw, good condition $225, 10"
Ryobi Tablesaw, good condition

Need someone to tune a working Craftsman 10"
radial arm saw for a fee.
Harold Schechtel 631-539-6290

Charlie Morehouse (631) 271-7251

I have a live black walnut tree which is 55 inches in
circumference at one ft. above the ground and
extends to 25 ft. to the first branch. The tree is
yours for the cutting.
Jim Ganci at 631-271-7517 in Dix Hills

3 hp 4 bag Reliant dust collector $275, 12” radial
arm saw, rusted but runs. Free to a good home.
Willie (631) 235-0186
Laser etched photos on wood.
Contact Dave Schichtel at (516) 671-5964 or
www.the-wood-shop.com

Delta plate joiner bench mount tilting table good
condition $85.00.
Harry Wicks 631-734-5738
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4 Pam Court
South Setauket, NY 11720

Cherry 4/4 and 8/4
Quarter Sawn Red Oak 4/4 by 14" wide
Hard Maple, Curly Maple, Assorted pieces of White
Oak, Ash, Lacewood, Honduras Mahogany
Basswood 4/4 and 12?4 12" Wide, Purple Heart,
Sequenced matched Birch Plywood 1/4" and 3/4"
Partial Sheet of 1/2 " cherry Plywood.
Craftsman bench top router table Free
Freestanding Router Table $25.00
Common White Pine Assorted width and length
Free
Chris Lee (631) 754-2456
Makita LS1013 10” Dual slide compound
saw extra blade & Woodhaven .drop stop
system .Mint condishion Never moved
around. $295.00
Jim Clancy 516-822-8250
A pair of new Dust collector ONE micron filter bags 18 inch diameter one has a window
$40.00.
Frank Kiefer (631) 331-9383
Porter Cable 7310 laminate trimmer. With
fixed base and wrenches. $50.00
Daryl Rosenblatt darylmros@gmail.com

