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President’s Message

Mike Daum

Ihappen to subscribe to the philosophy that the great art
of  life teaches us to seek the good that is within our
reach, wherein lives the golden treasure of  opportunity.

Our group holds an abundance of  this good stuff. Whether
it is the workshops and demonstrations, the Special Interest
Groups (SIGs), or merely the networking among woodwork-
ers, opportunity is plentiful. We have truly become a living
entity, not just a group that meets once a month to discuss
our craft.

One of  the most important events of  this year will be the
annual Woodworking Showcase of  the Northeast
Woodworkers Association (NWA) in Saratoga Springs, NY.
As announced at the January meeting, our group will charter
a comfy coach bus to drive members up for the Show on
Saturday, March 27th. The cost for the bus ride AND admit-
tance to the Show will be $30 for members and a family com-
panion, $40 for non-members. The first 40 persons to sign
up and pay for their seat in advance will be going. We leave
early morning from a LIE Park and Ride (to be determined)
to reach Saratoga as the showcase starts, spend the day, then
at about 5 pm re-board bus to the nearest TGIF restaurant
for dinner. 

To join us, email me at liwoodworkerpresident@gmail.com.
You can also see membership chairperson Joe Bottigliere at
the Feb and March monthly meetings to sign up and pay for
your reservation. Which reminds me, I gotta pay my dues or
they won't let me into the meeting! If  you haven't yet
renewed for 2010, please follow suit. Your member badge
will be with Joe Bottigliere until you are once again a mem-
ber in good standing.

If  you've never attended the Saratoga Show, all I will say is
that you are simply missing out. The NWA Showcase is like
our sister Show on a larger scale; member exhibits, seminars,
tool vendors, demonstrations, door prizes, and raffles. You
can visit their website at nwawoodworkingshow.org to pre-
pare yourself  for the scheduled events. Believe me, the day
flies by!

Perhaps the best opportunity this trip offers is the time
spent together. It is on these bus rides that friendships are
forged, discussions and feedback is created, and great mem-
ories are made. For me personally, as anyone knows in recent
years, the bus ride is my opportunity to catch up on some
sleep.
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Mi k e
Daum opened our first meeting of  the year a
bit after 7:00 PM.  Mike reminded everyone

that dues were due and that anyone who has their dues
should see Joe Bottigliere, our Membership Chairperson.
Mike asked if  there were any new attendees and there
were.  Howard Kaufman from Plainview who joined our
club tonight and Terry McGregor and Dan Patricnic are
yet undecided, but we hope they will join us in the near
future!

Mike discussed the Toys for Tots program.  This wood is
good enough to be used for toys for the Toys for Tots
program.  Mike reported that the donations for the Toys
for Tots program this year was very low, one of  the most
likely reasons because of  the close proximity to the LIW
show.  Mike wanted to start the program going early.
Mike Josiah has volunteered to pick up scrap wood that
factories near him discard.  Mike will discuss the pro-
gram at the next meeting.

Gary Mayhew has announced that he will be giving a
class on Segmented Bowls.  The class will be open to 5
or 6 members and the cost will be about $550.00,
refreshments included.  The classes will start in February
with the exact schedule to be determined, but it will
probably be 2-3 days a week.  Please contact Gary

Mayhew Mike Daum if  you’re interested.

Mike Daum reported that the Board of  Directors had a
meeting and decided to underwrite the Saratoga Springs
Wood Show on Saturday, March 27, 2010.  A nice bus is
being rented and the first 40 people and the cost is
$30.00.  This cost is for the bus and admission.  The bus
will stop for dinner at a TGIF, which the members must
pay for themselves.  Members who wanted to go should
sign up with Joe Bottigliere.  Members must pay when
they sign up.  Additionally, Mike reported that the Rigid
Tools that club owned, a gift from Rigid some years ago
are being housed with some of  our members.  The use
of  these tools by members posed a logistical problem
with moving them and an insurance problem so the
board decided to offer them for sale (prices estimated by
the board) to the people who are holding them.  If  those
members do not want them, the board will make
arrangements for the tool to be picked up and otherwise
disposed of.

Mike Daum called for the ratification of  the two Co-
Chairpersons, Greg Nicharico and Roger Schroeder for
the 2010 LIW Show.  The new Co-Chairpersons were
voted in unanimously.   Remember the Co-chairpersons
need YOUR SUPPORT!  Let’s not let them down.

Charlie James reported that there would be a workshop
in the Brush Barn on January 23, starting at 9AM.  The
workshop will be tuning up your hand planesr.  The cost
is $15.00, which includes lunch.  Charlie has a sign up

Secretary’s Report

Steve Blakley

The LIW Executive Board has a tentative schedule

of the Executive Board meetings for 2010.  They

will be held at the Town of Brookhaven New Village

Recreation Center, 20 Wireless Rd, Centereach, NY.

The meetings will begin at 7:00 PM and end prompt-

ly at 9:30 PM (to avoid a penalty cost) on the follow-

ing Monday nights:  March 8, 2010; June 7, 2010;

September 13, 2010 and December 6, 2010.   As per

our LIW By-Laws, a tentative agenda will be posted

on the LIW Web site two weeks before the meeting.

Subject matters proposed by members should be put

into the Suggestion Box at the LIW general meetings

so they can be addressed at the LIW Executive

Board meeting.

continued on page  4                                                                           

Room available for LIW sanctioned meetings

The LIW Executive Board has secured a permit for

2010 to rent rooms for LIW sanctioned meetings.  The

meeting room is available (based on availability) at

the Town of Brookhaven New Village Recreation

Center, 20 Wireless Rd, Centereach, NY.  The meet-

ings are scheduled for 2 ½ hour sessions and cost

$20.00 per meeting.  A penalty of $25.00 will be

imposed for meetings lasting over 2 ½ hours.  The

Recreation Center closes at 10 PM.  Should you want

to use this facility, please contact LIW Secretary,

Steve Blakley to set up the date and time. 

Please note that your local library can supply rooms

(usually at no cost) to organizations that require meet-

ing rooms also.



sheet for anyone interested.

A member reported on the legal issue of  making toys for
charity.  The website
http://tomsworkbench.com/?s=toys

reports in part, “As of  February 10, 2010, it will now be
considered against the law to give a finished wood pro-
ject intended for a child under the age of  12 – or a piece
of  furniture to be used for a child under the age of  three
– without having it tested in an independent laboratory
for lead content.”  It goes on to say, “In fact, wood is
specifically listed as a non-lead containing material.
Make a thousand unfinished wooden projects and give
them away freely. It’s the finish that is what’s at issue.”
And “If  you are building a cradle for a grandchild or a
rocking horse for a niece or nephew, do you need to have
in tested?” the answer is “No… you really aren’t distrib-
uting the items if  you are building one at a time for an
individual child.”  When further asked what about “a
number of  woodworkers who are building projects to
donate to a charity?” the answer was “Well, in that case,
we would advise you to get one of  the items you are
building tested.  This way, you protect yourself  and the
group, should someone later have it tested and want to
sue.”  The web site also reported, “If  you are going in on
a group charity build, it would be worth it to get the
Material Data Safety Sheet and any other documentation
from the manufacturer and look strongly into getting an
item of  the lot tested… just to ensure you are walking
the straight and narrow and to head off  any possible law-
suits.”  (So remember, when you make a toy, think about
not finishing it!)

John Hons held the raffle and some lucky members
picked up a few nice prizes.  Please remember that the
raffle money helps support the LIW, so don’t think it as
a chance to win something, think of  it as a way of  fur-
ther supporting your club.  If  you win something then it
is all the better!

The 2009 LIW Show winners were announced and
awarded certificates as their projects were shown on the
overhead screen.  Congratulations to all the winners and
thanks to Jim Macallum for taking the pictures and
putting the slide show together.

The SIG’s then reported on their activities.  The SSOW

reported that the next meeting was the “2009 holiday
party” and the following meeting (in February), Eric Jean
would be giving a class on air brush painting.  The rest
of  the schedule can be found on the web site.  The
LIWG will be making a platter; the LIC has a special sur-
prise, dynamic presentation, of  which we cannot talk
about here, and LISA will be working on their yearly pro-
gram schedule.

In Show and Tell, Dan Jackson showed a fluted stair post
newel he made for a client with routed flowers on the top
portion of  the post.  Rolf  Beuttenmuller showed a won-
derful Snowman intarsia, a Christmas ornament and a
Carole Rothmann- like bowl.  Dennis Taddeo showed a
small plane that he got for $8.00 at one of  the big hard-
ware stores, and said it works just fine after sharpening it.

It was then time for our theme of  the night and as always
in January, there was a round robin.  A lot of  our mem-
bers participated in either carving, turning, scrolling,
hand-cutting dovetails, or sharpening scrapers. Those
that did not participate in the actual event visited all that
they were interested in.  Great job everyone!
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AN APPEAL FROM CERF

CERF, the Craft Emergency Relief  Fund, is an
orgainization that seeks to help those professionals
of  our craft, who generally cannot afford the types

of  insurance that is needed to tide them over in
cases of  accidents, something that happens all too

often. Michael Puryear, who is among the finest and
well known cabinetmakers in the country, who has

spoken at our Club, and judged at our Shows, is just
sucha beneficiary. We received a request for dona-

tions, and the Board did grant the request for a
donation. If  any member wishes to also donate, to
help those of  our craft who need such aid, you can
either send money, or get additional information ar:

CERF
PO Box 838

Montpelier, VT 05601
info@craftemergency.org
www.craftemergency.org



The January Turners meeting started off “on time” at 7:30 PM after
much playing trying to get the vacuum chuck set up. The topic for the
month was changed due to unforeseen circumstances to vacuum
chucking so we have to cut our leaders some slack on the late start time.

New members that signed up for the sig this month are:

Jim Moloney, Roger Ehrler, Dave Pasternach, Gerard Romeo of
Exotic Woods USA

There were quite a few show and tell items tonight. Charlie Felsen
brought in a hollow form vase made from a bowling pin, 2 nice (Large)
maple bowls, a small Mahogany bowl, and a small bowl still in progress
that had some interesting checks in the wood.

Jean Piotrowski brought a nice Acrylic bottle stopper that Charlie
showed off. (When will she show her own items?)

Gary Mayhew brought in a very nice segmented vase of his own
design. It was made up from 420 pieces of Wenge, Bubinga, and Curly
Maple

Jim Macallum brought in a  nice ice cream Scoop made from Zebra
Wood

Bob Urso brought in a cool looking “band saw bowl” It had a wavy
dark veneer running through it. Future Demonstration???

Up-coming woodworking shows were discussed.

The Somerset NJ show which will be from 2/19 through 2/21

http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/cms/Home/SomersetNJ2
19221/tabid/92/Default.aspx

Totally turning (In conjunction with the Saratoga Springs Wood work-
ers show March 27-28 http://www.totallyturning.com/

A bus is being organized by the club to go up on Saturday 3/27 $30.00
covers the ride and admission to the woodworkers show. (The Totally
turning part of the show is separate and has an additional fee.)

Lastly the National Woodturning Show sponsored by the AAW will
be held in Hartford Ct. from 6/18 through 6/20. http://www.wood-
turner.org/sym/sym2010/

It’s highly recommended that all members of the turning sig attend
this one. It should be quite an experience!

There were 2 extra items for the raffle tonight. Two pieces of nice
wood from the Exotic Wood Group USA, and a gift certificate left

over from last month.

For the rest of the meet-
ing Bob showed the
advantages of a good vac-
uum chuck system. He
uses a Gast 1/4HP pump
that pulls 23” Hg
(Mercury) or about 12Psi.
Bob uses OneWay chucks
but homemade versions
using closed cell foam can
also be used. There are
also venture type systems
that use a compressor to
create the vacuum, but
Bob doesn’t like those.
They are very noisy, and
don’t hold as well.

Porous woods like Oak, thin walled vessels, or wood with checks in it
should not be used. The thin walled vessels may collapse, and the oth-
ers won’t hold properly. When turning, be sure to use a light touch.
While this system can be used to turn a complete bowl, it’s really meant
for turning the bottoms.

For anyone wanting more information on this topic check out these
links. The first is a few years old, but the author went into depth on the
subject. 

http://www.woodturners.org/tech_tips/vacuum_chuck/vacuum-
chucks.pdf

This next link is from a class I attended at Totally Turning last year: It
was a good demo and this PDF also has some good information in it:
Especially if  you want to build your own system. It tells you what parts
are needed and where to get them.

http://www.carlford.info/assets/demos_classes/vaccum_chucks_de
mo/Vacuum_Chucks_Demo.pdf

Basically there are 2 ways of putting together a vacuum chuck system.
You can purchase a complete system ready to go, or you can build the
system, and pick up a used surplus pump on Ebay. The choice is yours.

Next Month Steve Fulgoni will have a presentation on Platters
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Turner’s Guild

Mike Josiah

Gary’s 

Vessel
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More photos from
the Turners’ Guild

Meeting
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At 715PM, SSOW President Ed Piotrowski
opened the meeting by welcoming everyone who
attended.  He encouraged everyone to purchase

raffle tickets and then asked Steve Blakley for a
Membership and a Donation report which was given and
accepted.  

Steve also reported that the club still has new sizes of
wood on sale.  Eggs $3.00 each; 1½ x 1½ x 12 - $2.00
each; 2 x 2 x 12 - $2.50 each; 3 x 3 x 12 - $4.80 each and
4 x 4 x 12 – $8.75 each; January will be our “Annual
Party”; The treasury has total donations of  $8.10 prior to
the start of  the meeting and members decided to make
copies of  the new “SSOW Information to new mem-
bers” document available at the LIW January Round
Robin. 

Our carving exchange was poorly participated in.  This
should have been expected as many of  our members
think their carvings are not good enough.  NOT TRUE!
Any carving can be put into our carving exchange!
Please think hard about participating in 2010.

We had some great show and tells this month.  Ed
Jerman showed a flour-de-le cube that he is working on;
Frank Napoli brought in a bunch of  spoons on a great
looking rack; Joe Pascussi was working on a 5 minute
Owl; Joe Reardon showed a nice Santa “Snowcicle” and
the Reardon brothers Tim and Matthew showed their 5
minute owl and a duck.  Of  course the “Grady Bunch”
showed their slow but steady progress on their Grady
rough outs.  Great work guys!

An agenda sheet was distributed and discussed.  The fol-
lowing is our proposed agenda for the year 2010.
(Remember you do not have to participate in every agen-
da subject.)
January 27, 2010 – 2009 Holiday Party
February 24, 2010 – Airbrushing – Eric Jean
March 31, 2010 – Snowman rough out starting shipping)
April 28, 2010 – Carving an wood spirit on an egg &
snowman Rough Out progress
May 26, 2010 – Carving an wood spirit on an egg &

snowman Rough Out progress
June 30, 2010 – Carving a slick spoon and progress on
the wood spirit egg and snowman 
July 28, 2010 - Carving a slick spoon and progress on the
wood spirit egg and snowman
August 25, 2010 – Power Carving – Frank Napoli
September 28, 2010 – Relief  Carving a Ghost
October 27, 2010 – Chip Carving
November 24, 2010 – Chip carving and Painting Santa
Ornament
December 29, 2010 – Carving exchange and Holiday
Party 

Once again, a member brought up the proposal to
rename the Secret Society of  Woodcarvers because they
think it is a bad name.  Bob Urso had been given the
action item of  coordinating this function.  He will report
back to the membership his findings.

Secret Society of

Woodcarvers

Steve Blakley

WOODEN YOU LIKE TO KNOW

CHARLIE JAMES

In my shop I have (gathered from sources long for-
gotten) various sharpening stones.  I don’t know
whether to use water or oil as a lube when sharp-

ening on them.  Is there a way to determine which lube
is best?

It’s easy to test old stones. If  the stones were already
used with oil and you pour water on them the water
will just pool up. This won’t hurt the stone but don’t
use it with the water on it. The stone will not accept
the water and it’ll be like using a stone with no lubri-
cant. Dry it off  and use oil. If  the stone is an oil stone
that has never been charged with oil it is possible to
use water as a lubricant.  I have used oil stones with
water but oil stones don’t seem to accept water the
same way it does oil and needs constant re-charging. If
I buy an oil stone I use oil. If  I buy a water stone I use
water. You can get the oil out of  a stone but it requires
boiling the stone, a messy job. One more thing, don’t
use oil on water stones, it’ll ruin them.
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Rolf Beuttenmuller’s vessel

R o u n d  R o b i n  P h o t o s
p a g e s  8  &  9 )
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Scenes from the
Handplane
Workshop
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2010 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Complete this application by clearly printing the information requested in the spaces below,
and returning this form, along with your check in the amount of  $35.00 to:

Joe Bottigliere
1238 Church Street
Bohemia, NY 11716

Checks should be made out to the Long Island Woodworkers

NAME: ____________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________

City:__________________State:________ZipCode:__________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________

E Mail Address: ______________________________________________

Alternate Telephone: __________________________________________

Primary woodworking interest: _______________________________________

Other woodworking related interests: __________________________________

How would you rate your skill level:____________________________________

What would you hope to gain from the club: _______________________________

COMMENTS, SUGESTIONS, EXPECTATIONS: __________________________

______________________________________________________________________

SIGS - $25 first two; $15 third; $10 fourth:

CABINETMAKERS: ______
CARVERS: ______________
SCROLLERS: ____________
TURNERS: ______________

ACTIVE MILITARY

PERSONNEL _________
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4 Pam Court
South Setauket, NY 11720

4/4 Spalted Beech lumber for sale.  Most 9” and
wider 8’ long, with great figure. http://www.right-
eouswoods.net/Beech_European_Spalted.html is
selling it for $14.20 a board foot, I am asking $7 a
bf for quantities less then 50 bf, $5.50 for quantities
over. 
Powermatic 719A Hollow Chisel Mortiser with 4
chisels and mobile base. Great condition, works
like a champ. Asking $595, about $950 for all this
new, save money and get a great tool.

Bill at wmarr@optonline.net, or 631 312 6617

Performax 25 x 2 Dual Drum Sander with Power
Feed; 5 hop 220 V  Leeson Motor. Machine has
“low mileage”

Bob Urso  (631) 724-4625 or through the club website 

12" Sear's bandsaw, good condition, $175,14"
Reliance Bandsaw, good condition $225, 10"
Ryobi Tablesaw, good condition

Charlie Morehouse (631) 271-7251 

3 hp 4 bag Reliant dust collector $275, 12” radial
arm saw, rusted but runs. Free to a good home.

Willie (631) 235-0186

Laser etched photos on wood. 

Contact Dave Schichtel at (516) 671-5964 or
www.the-wood-shop.com

Foley Model 387 Automatic Saw Filer
Complete with extra files.

Norman Picht (631) 242-9255

Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,

Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256

Fine Woodworking Magazines, issues 1-159 plus

index to 120 Excellent condition $475

Woodsmith Magazines, issues 1-143 plus index to

126

Excellent Condition $300

Gene Kelly (631) 265-5218

L.I.  School of Classical  Woodcarving &

Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;

http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/

Need someone to tune a working Craftsman 10"

radial arm saw for a fee.

Harold Schechtel 631-539-6290

I have a live black walnut tree which is 55 inches in
circumference at one ft. above the ground  and
extends to 25 ft. to the first branch. The tree is
yours for the cutting. 
Jim Ganci at 631-271-7517 in Dix Hills

Delta plate joiner bench mount tilting table good
condition $85.00.

Harry Wicks 631-734-5738

Cherry 4/4 and 8/4
Quarter Sawn Red Oak 4/4 by 14" wide
Hard Maple, Curly Maple, Assorted pieces of White
Oak, Ash, Lacewood, Honduras Mahogany
Basswood 4/4 and 12?4 12" Wide, Purple Heart,
Sequenced matched Birch Plywood 1/4" and 3/4"
Partial Sheet of 1/2 " cherry Plywood.

Craftsman bench top router table Free
Freestanding Router Table $25.00
Common White Pine Assorted width and length
Free

Chris Lee (631) 754-2456

Makita LS1013  10” Dual slide compound
saw extra blade  & Woodhaven .drop stop
system .Mint condishion Never moved
around. $295.00  

Jim Clancy 516-8228250

Bosch 1594K power planer is perfect shape,
compete with case. $90

Daryl Rosenblatt (516)581-1843 darylm-
ros@gmail.com

A pair of new Dust collector ONE  micron fil-
ter bags 18 inch diameter one has a window
$40.00. Also a Dayton SAND BLASTER floor
model with dolly and 6 gallons of glass bead
media like new $350.00

Frank Kiefer (631) 331-9383

T h e  M a r k e t p l a c e


