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Mike Daum

A

s woodworking enthusiasts, we should all be woodworking
in some manner. Some of us are just learning and have not
yet set up shop, while others are fully equipped but cannot
devote the time to pick up a tool. We all understand these reasons,
and sincerely hope that they do not affect the majority of our
group. I state this expressly due to the fact that- believe it or not
- our annual Show will be here before you know it. Eight months
and counting. So little time for the planning, construction, and
finishing of a project to exhibit.
For Show 2009, we welcomed all past and current projects for the
exhibition. This was due to the change in venue to the Old
Bethpage Village Restoration Hall. A record number was witnessed. I am concerned that for this year, we may strug gle to find
exhibit pieces that are new to the Show. If indeed our beloved
Show is focused on the project exhibition, it will be of paramount
importance for each and every member to take the time now to
make a determination to exhibit at least one project.
If you need some inspiration, join the bus ride on March 27th to
Saratoga Springs for the Northeast Woodworkers Association
(NWA) Showcase. Like our own Show, the projects delight the
senses, and should make you want to rush back to your shop and
transform boards (or blanks) of wood into an object d'art.
I mentioned finishing in the first paragraph. I bet some you shudder at the thought. And for good reason. It is often said that a
project is only as good as the finish used on it. I believe this to be
true - to an extent. When you view a project (especially up close
and personal), the luster, uniformity, clarity, color, and even the
smell can strongly influence your opinion of the piece. All of
these factors are largely determined by the finish used to compete
the project. Now, if we are woodworkers, should we also then by
default be finishers? Nope. However, we should be capable of
preparing the project for finishing. This is not always an easy task,
but it is perhaps one of the most vital steps in ensuring that the
many hours of labor spent constructing/turning/scrolling/car ving your project is not lost in the finish. If you have no interest in
doing the finishing yourself, outsource it to someone that has the
experience (and patience) required to complete your work.
I will discuss and demonstrate more on this subject at the March
3rd meeting. I would request and encourage anyone wishing to
learn more about the "Perfect Prep" for finishing bring a small
board of wood (or project) that you have prepared for finishing
beforehand to have evaluated by your peers. It should be completed to the last step before a coating (which includes staining).
Let's see if it's ready.
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Secretary’s Report

Steve Blakley

M

history of this tree by making some different items out
of it that they can sell at their educational center, which
supports the WMHO. Carol was thinking of some kind
of small bowls, balls or ornaments. Carol asked for volunteers to assist her in this project. Mike will stay in
touch with Carol and post details on the LIW website.

ike Daum opened the meeting at 7:15 PM due
to a problem with the audio equipment. Mike
said that we would have to revert back to the
good-old-talking-louder-method while Karl would try to
fix the audio. Mike reminded everyone that dues were
due and that anyone who has their dues should see Joe
Bottigliere, our Membership Chairperson. Mike asked if
there were any new attendees and there were. Jim Brown
from Center Moriches is into furniture building. Stan
and Sonja Hliva came all the way from Danbury
Connecticut to donate over 5 large Rubbermaid containers of woodworking magazines that Stan and his late
father have used over the past. Stan is into furniture
making, was in construction and currently manages a
marina. Thanks so much for the donation Stan and
Sonja! The magazines will be well appreciated! Walter
Jones also was a new attendee, who lives in Westbury and
is into cabinet making.

Mike mentioned that anyone who did not get the
Woodrack should notify the Membership Chairman and
for any member who does not have a name tag to please
put their name on a sticker and the name tag will be made
up. He also stressed that in March, for those who yet to
pay their dues by that time, their name tags will be culled
from the membership name tag box.

Mike then introduced Carol Knight-Hurney, who is the
Assistant to the President of the Ward Melville Heritage
Organization (WMHO). The WMHO is a non-profit
organization that promotes cultural and educational
events. There is a Norway spruce tree on an acre of the
Heritage’s property that will be taken down. This tree is
about 100 years old and has been used as a Christmas
tree in the past. The WMHO would like to preserve the

On Monday, February 8, there will be a woodworking
demonstration by members of our club for the
Smithtown Historical Society. LIW members who are
participating should be at the Brush barn at 7 PM. The
demonstrations start at 7:30 PM.

The LIW Executive Board has a tentative schedule
of the Executive Board meetings for 2010. They
will be held at the Town of Brookhaven New
Village Recreation Center, 20 Wireless Rd,
Centereach, NY. The meetings will begin at 7:00
PM and end promptly at 9:30 PM (to avoid a penalty cost) on the following Monday nights: March 8,
2010; June 7, 2010; September 13, 2010 and
December 6, 2010. As per our LIW By-Laws, a
tentative agenda will be posted on the LIW Web site
two weeks before the meeting. Subject matters proposed by members should be put into the
Suggestion Box at the LIW general meetings so
they can be addressed at the LIW Executive Board
meeting.
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He next spoke of the Saratoga trip on Saturday March
27. The LIW has charted a Hampton Jitney bus. The
cost is $30.00 members and immediate family members
and $40.00 for non-family members. This includes the
bus ride and admission. There will be a collection on the
bus for the driver and stopping for dinner at a TGI
Fridays type of restaurant will be extra. Joe Bottigliere
reported that there were now 25 people signed up for the
trip. Saratoga goers should meet at 7AM at LIE exit 49
Park and Ride.

Mike then called for some Show and Tells and there were
some really nice pieces. Gary Mayhew showed a segmented bowl of his own design made up of wenge, bubinga and curly maple; Roger Schroeder showed a real nice
carved eagle made out of butternut he purchased from
Lakeshore at our 2009 show; Robert Coles presented an
end table he is restoring and Richard Weil showed a mortise made by a chain saw. Thanks for sharing all of these
items guys!
Charlie James reported that on Saturday, April 24, 2010
Dan Gordon will give a demonstration/workshop on
Marquetry in the Brush barn. The cost is $30.00 per person, which includes lunch. There is a class limit of 25 for
this demonstration/workshop and 16 people have
already signed up. Payment is expected when you sign
continued on page 4
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up.
Gabe Jean had a complaint. For the past few months he
has seen no profiles on members shops. Gabe did this
in the past and wants to see it continued. Gabe further
stated that if you don’t want to write about others, write
an article about yourself and send it to Daryl Rosenblatt,
the Woodrack editor. Mike D. reported he had one profile ready and it would be in the next Woodrack.

The raffle was held next, and Gerard Romeo from
Exotic Wood USA (www.exoticwoodsusa.com 631-6518651) offered some nice pieces of wood as additional
prizes. Exotic Wood USA is having an inventory sale on
Sunday March 21, 2010 (9AM to 1PM) with a 20% discount on all lumber. He also offered the LIW membership a 20% discount for the rest of the year! Thanks so
much Gerard!

Pete Profeta reported that he has acquired a Woodmizer
Steve Blakley reported that the LIW Executive Board has and hopefully he will be ready to use it in the summer.
a tentative schedule of the Executive Board meetings for
2010 (see separate article in the Woodrack on this) and Now it was time for the presentation of the night.
that anyone who has ANY suggestions for discussion at Everyone was excited to hear Daryl Rosenblatt talk
the executive Board Meeting should put them in the about this Inlay procedures. Daryl began by saying that
Suggestion Box. Speaking of which… FINALLY! A the inlay part is the decoration part of a piece of furnisuggestion was submitted! This suggestion asked about ture. Although it looks difficult and time consuming, on
liquidating the club owned tools. As was reported at the the overall total effort of the piece of furniture it is but
last meeting this is in the process of being done. The a smaller part of the project. Daryl showed a table that
“holders” of these tools are being given first priority at he made with extensive inlays. He spoke about sand
purchasing them. If they do not want them, arrange- shading, where you take a light piece of veneer and heatments will be made to pick up the tools they are holding. ing it in a mixture of sand and aluminum oxide, it in
As a reminder, any tools purchased by the SIG’s are the effect burns the wood evenly. Daryl talked at length
property of the SIG’s. Should those SIG’s cease to exist; about the scratch stock blades he uses. He prefers to
it is the responsibility of the SIG’s to dispose of those make his own scratch stock holders and makes (forms)
tools. Steve also reported there was an estate sale on the scratch stock blades from blanks he purchases from
some older Craftsman tools, and separately, there was Lee Valley. The inlays themselves can be purchased in
someone looking to make some bowls out of a tree that several pre-made pieces or can be cut from veneer, as
fell on their property. This person would be willing to Daryl prefers to do. Daryl likes to cut veneer using
pay for this project. Anyone interested in either of the Micro Mart tools, found at Willis Hobbies in Minneola.
He also uses veneer glue injectors from Lee Valley with
above should see Steve at the end of the meeting.
regular white glue for this purpose. After putting the
The SIG’s then reported on their next meetings. The inlay in, leaving it a bit proud, he uses a block plane for
LISA will be discussing framing techniques; the SSOW taking off the excess. If you try to sand it, and are using
will have Eric Jean doing Air Brushing Techniques; the a dark and light inlay you stand a good chance of having
LIC will be doing a “round robin” and the LIWG will be the dust from the sanding of the dark wood become
lodged in the light inlay and your contrasting definition
turning as usual.
will be lost.
Dan Jackson reported that Jim Clancy will be undergoing
surgery on February 16 and would appreciate hearing Once again, one of our members has given us all a great
look into the inlay process. I am always amazed at the
from members of our group.
wealth of knowledge and ability our members have.
Jim Macallum reported that on 2/24/10, the last They are extremely gracious, as Daryl and others have
Wednesday of the month, the Long Island Antique Tool been to share their information with all of us free of
Club would be having an auction. LIW members have charge!
been invited to bid on tools of their interest. The auction will be in the Brush Barn at 7 PM.
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Turner’s Guild
Mike Josiah

The February Turners meeting started off at 7PM with a
discussion on possible new topics for future meetings.
The topics discussed were: spalted wood, mineral Inlays,
green turning, epoxy inlay, off center turning, candle
sticks, spindle turning, pen turning, natural edge bowl,
lidded boxes and wood burning.
Upcoming shows are the Saratoga Springs
Woodworkers show combined with Totally Turning in
March and the AWA national meeting in Ct in June.
One new member joined this month: Jim Brown.
Welcome Jim!
Exotic Wood group in Northport is having a sale on jaws. Transfer this to your blank. Mark the center of the
black with your live center. This is useful when you
Sunday 3/21 9AM -3PM
reverse chuck it.
There were quite a few show and tell items again tonight.
Marty Platt brought in lidded box made from maple and Turn the outside of the blank to suit. For the best tool
cherry, Barry Saltsberg brought in a mulberry crotch finish use a push cut and a sharp bowl gauge.
bowl, Joe Pascucci brought in an Ash Clapper and a chair
After the outside is finished, lightly moisten the flat area
painted by Jeanie,
next to the ten on. This allows the chuck to grip better.
Charlie Felson brought in a mahogany lidded box and
Jerry brought in a spalted maple bowl and a claro walnut
bowl
Steve has tried many sanding methods but likes a rotary
This month’s demonstration was by Steve Fulgoni on sander made by “The sanding Glove’ called the sanding
solution. Robert Sorry makes these as well.
Platters.
As always Steve is a wealth of information. Hopefully I To keep his costs down on sandpaper, Steve buys 5”
disks without holes on EBay. Steve has a 3” leather
captured the high points here:
punch he uses to make the disks for his sanding tool. It
Dry wood is the best wood for platters. Try to get cut worked pretty well.
offs from cabinet shops etc.
In between grits Steve recommended you clean the wood
To make your blank, make up a set of Masonite disks with Naphtha. This cleans all the previous grit and dust
with a perfectly aligned hole in the center in different out from the pores of the wood and gives a better finish.
sizes. 6”, 7” 8’ etc. this is useful for bowls as well, especially if you use a band saw to round off your blanks. For a finish he like Bush Oil. 2-3 coats. It dries fast and
Place the disk on your wood, mark the center and trace can be buffed on the lathe
the circle. Your all set to mount it now.
When turning out the inside of the platter, Start from the
Steve likes to use special screws from a German manu- outside edge and work your way in. This way to have all
facturer to mount the faceplate to the wood. Just make the mass of the wood keeping things stable. If you turn
sure your not using a brittle screw like a dry wall screw. the center first, or all at once, it will flex and will be very
They cannot take the torque. Good sheet metal screws had to final turn much less sand.
are OK too. (Popular opinion was NOT to use Home
Depot or Lowes screws, these seem inferior strength Again use a push cut and you will have less sanding to do.
wise)
See you next month!
The first step in making a platter is to create the foot. To
do this, use calipers to set the inside diameter of your
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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More photos from
the Turners’ Guild
Meeting
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LISA Minutes
Linda Blasko

Our first meeting of 2010 was very well attended despite
the weather and the cold. Thank you to the 28 members
who attended. This meeting was about blades, new giz- tune up your scroll saws, scrolling disasters, oops and
mos, gadgets and sanding. We discussed the sizes and unfinished work. We can learn lessons from each others
types of blades and new members got to try the blades disasters and how we fixed them. Keep Scrollin’.
after the demonstration. We also talked about preferences with sanding tools such as sand flee, mops and flap
sanders. We talked about drill presses for making our
starting hole and about sanding attachments to make life
easier when you use the Dremel and other manufacturer’s products. Many of our members have been making
bowls with the scroll saw which you can see from these
pictures. WOW! It is important that you take precautions when sanding, masks must fit properly. Rolf
showed us his mask and we didn’t know if it would be
adjustable enough for all people. Thank you to Iris for
being our model, trying on Rolf ’s mask and using the
adjustments to show us it can work for all.

February meeting Alain told us that we have a membership number of 34 which is a record for us. The members brought in their matting machines and framing supports. There was a demonstration on how to use each
unit and the pros and cons. Our next meeting is how to
7
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Wooden You Like to Know
Charlie James
As I “finished” up a small chest of drawers with my obligatory brushing lacquer, I got asking myself: Is there another way to finish
furniture? What products, or combinations of products, do you apply? I might add that I work primarily with oak (which I paste fill),
walnut, mahogany, maple. And speaking of maple, any tips for getting the tiger stripe in maple to “pop out”?
I use McCloskey’s varnish most of the time and thin the first few coats. I cut the first coat 50%, the second coat
25%. I will thin it a bit for all coats if it seems to be too thick. It is not unusual for me to apply ten coats of varnish on a surface that will see a lot of use. I may use four or five coats on legs or the side of a piece. Varnish,
applied correctly, will give you a strong, lasting, beautiful finish. McCloskey’s was reformulated a few years ago to
lessen VOC’s but it’s still a high quality finish. When I finish furniture I typically use the high gloss finish so I can
rub it out to any sheen I want. Varnish with a satin sheen cannot be rubbed out to a high gloss. I am comfortable
with McCloskey’s varnish and it gives me the results I am looking for. If I make a mistake, I can scrape it off or
sand it down and start again. I have tried other “Quick, “Easy”, “rub on””finishes that I read about but I always
go back to Varnish. There’s a trade off for the easy application. They might not compare to varnish in thickness,
protection or clarity. For a large project, such as a bedroom set, I may use spray lacquer. Most of my projects are
typically one of kind pieces so I take my time and use varnish. I don’t generally dye or stain unless I am concealing sapwood or am trying to match an already stained piece. Using stain or dye adds another step to an already
tedious process (for me, I’d rather cut wood!)and introduces the chances of a major mistake. I am careful with the
wood and veneer I choose, I look for color, grain match, etc. I let the wood speak for itself and protect it as best
I can. As you say, there are different finishes that help the figure pop. It’s adding a step and it might not give me
results that are much different than the varnish. If I need filler I generally use the varnish itself. It takes a few
thinned coats and a little extra sanding to fill pores. I wait at least thirty days before I rub out the varnish. I also
wax outside surfaces at the end of the process to add a little more shine; wax doesn’t add too much protection. I’ll
use shellac on the inside of drawers since the smell from varnish sticks around quite awhile. It’s not a bad thing; it
just takes a long time to dissipate.

If you have a question, simply contact Charlie via his email, and he’ll try and answer if for you.
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Shop Visit
Joe Vanek
Mike Daum

I

recently had the pleasure of visiting the home and
shop of Joe Vanek of East Northport, who has been
a part of our group since 2001. I first met his wife
Cely, and young sons Joseph (13) and Christopher (4) on
a prior visit, and very much enjoy their company. Joe is
very active with his family, and has been involved in the
Boy Scouts since young Joseph went into Tigers. The
highest Scout leader training course is aptly titled “Wood
Badge”, and Joe has successfully completed this course.
“I have had numerous Scout positions along the way Assistant Den Leader, Cub Master Assistant, and now
Assistant Scoutmaster”, Joe says. He currently works for
Rockefeller Group Technology Solutions in NYC as a
Network Operations engineer in their NOC/Helpdesk.
Joe set up his single-car garage as a well-equipped shop
with a Jet cabinet saw, Grizzly industrial planer, and edge
belt sander, and dust collector that were acquired at a

great price from a yard sale.He also has a radial arm saw
and miter saw. He organized the shop using Grizzly’s free
shop planner. A crawl space above stores a lot of room
for lumber.
It was 30 degrees F outside on this day, and Joe had
installed an electric heater in the back of the shop, which
made it quite comfortable in about an hour. While we
allowed the garage shop to warm up, Joe took me to his
basement, which is largely devoted to woodworking as
well. The space is divided into two areas; a work space,
and a hand tool storage room. In the work space is his
pride and glory - a Shopsmith, which features a table saw,
shaper, band saw, disc sander, lathe, and drill press. “I
first joined the Club back in 2001 just after purchasing
the Shopsmith and radial arm saw from Dennis Taddeo”,
Joe states. Dennis is also credited for building the family’s built-in oak entertainment center, a real show piece in
the living room. The basement work space also has a
small planer here. Old kitchen cabinets provide lots of
storage for his drills, biscuit jointer, blades, and other
tools. Boards of lumber shorts fill a rack along a wall.
There is no want for hand tools in this shop. The storage
room displayed an impressive arsenal, mostly hung on an

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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garage shop to outfit his cabinet saw with a new zero
clearance throat plate made from solid maple. This
would enable Joe to use the combination saw blade to
crosscut the cherry with little tear-out using his Incra
miter gauge. Once the cherry parts for the bagel slicer
were dimensioned, we went to the basement to break out
the new Porter Cable biscuit jointer. Once completed,
Joe used the Shopsmith drill press and band saw to shape
the parts as the plans required.
Joe has dreams to one day transform his basement into
a functional living area by extending bays in the garage
shop so that all of his tools can be confined in one space.
He also wants to create an entry from the garage into his
house instead of having to enter and exit through the
organized wall, with other hand tools stored in drawers
and on shelves.
He showed me many hand tools that were used by his
Dad. Joe says, “Without a doubt, my earliest and most
certainly deepest influence in woodworking was my
father. He was a real DIY Dad and a machinist by trade
but also liked woodwork. He was the reason why I made
my first wood projects in his basement shop both for fun
and as projects like we did in the 4-H when I was a kid.”
His Grandfather also had a shop he loved to explore as
a child and he too had many tools and “wood stuff to
spark my interest”.
Joe had some scraps of cherry to build a simple project;
a bagel slicer from plans in a magazine. Today was the
day to build it. The shop has been set up for quite some
time, but this would be the inaugural day of using the large garage door. He asks,”Does anyone reading this
tools! After selecting the lumber, we headed back to the article work for a TV show looking to do an Exterme
Woodshop Makeover? For free, of course”? I think most
of us share Joe’s wish. I know I do.
It was quite satisfying to see Joe using his shop tools for
the first time. THE EXPERIENCE REINFORCES
HOW IMPORTANT MENTORING CAN BE TO
MOTIVATE MEMBERS TO ACTUALLY WORK ON A
PROJECT SUCCESSFULLY.

GUIDANCE

BUILDS

CONFIDENCE, AND OFTEN PROVIDES THE
SOLUTIONS TO CORRECTING ERRORS AND
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS ALONG THE WAY.

The
project had a few hours left to completion as I left, yet I
expect to see it in the near future as part of our monthly Show and Tell!
10
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AT THE
FEBRUARY
MEETING
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ACTIVE MILITARY
PERSONNEL _________

2010 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Complete this application by clearly printing the information requested in the spaces below,
and returning this form, along with your check in the amount of $35.00 to:
Joe Bottigliere
1238 Church Street
Bohemia, NY 11716
Checks should be made out to the Long

Island Woodworkers

NAME: ____________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
City:__________________State:________ZipCode:__________________
Telephone: _________________________________________________
E Mail Address: ______________________________________________
Alternate Telephone: __________________________________________
Primary woodworking interest: _______________________________________
Other woodworking related interests: __________________________________
How would you rate your skill level:____________________________________
What would you hope to gain from the club: _______________________________
COMMENTS, SUGESTIONS, EXPECTATIONS: __________________________
______________________________________________________________________
SIGS - $25 first two; $15 third; $10 fourth:
CABINETMAKERS: ______
CARVERS: ______________
SCROLLERS: ____________
TURNERS: ______________

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS
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The Marketplace
4/4 Spalted Beech lumber for sale. Most 9” and
wider 8’ long, with great figure. http://www.righteouswoods.net/Beech_European_Spalted.html is
selling it for $14.20 a board foot, I am asking $7 a
bf for quantities less then 50 bf, $5.50 for quantities
over.
Powermatic 719A Hollow Chisel Mortiser with 4
chisels and mobile base. Great condition, works
like a champ. Asking $595, about $950 for all this
new, save money and get a great tool.
Bill at wmarr@optonline.net, or 631 312 6617
Performax 25 x 2 Dual Drum Sander with Power
Feed; 5 hop 220 V Leeson Motor. Machine has
“low mileage”
Bob Urso (631) 724-4625 or through the club website

Foley Model 387 Automatic Saw Filer
Complete with extra files.
Norman Picht (631) 242-9255
Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,
Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256
Fine Woodworking Magazines, issues 1-159 plus
index to 120 Excellent condition $475
Woodsmith Magazines, issues 1-143 plus index to
126
Excellent Condition $300
Gene Kelly (631) 265-5218
L.I. School of Classical Woodcarving &
Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;
http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/

12" Sear's bandsaw, good condition, $175,14"
Reliance Bandsaw, good condition $225, 10"
Ryobi Tablesaw, good condition

Need someone to tune a working Craftsman 10"
radial arm saw for a fee.
Harold Schechtel 631-539-6290

Charlie Morehouse (631) 271-7251

I have a live black walnut tree which is 55 inches in
circumference at one ft. above the ground and
extends to 25 ft. to the first branch. The tree is
yours for the cutting.
Jim Ganci at 631-271-7517 in Dix Hills

3 hp 4 bag Reliant dust collector $275, 12” radial
arm saw, rusted but runs. Free to a good home.
Willie (631) 235-0186
Laser etched photos on wood.
Contact Dave Schichtel at (516) 671-5964 or
www.the-wood-shop.com

Delta plate joiner bench mount tilting table good
condition $85.00.
Harry Wicks 631-734-5738

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS

4 Pam Court
South Setauket, NY 11720

Cherry 4/4 and 8/4
Quarter Sawn Red Oak 4/4 by 14" wide
Hard Maple, Curly Maple, Assorted pieces of White
Oak, Ash, Lacewood, Honduras Mahogany
Basswood 4/4 and 12?4 12" Wide, Purple Heart,
Sequenced matched Birch Plywood 1/4" and 3/4"
Partial Sheet of 1/2 " cherry Plywood.
Craftsman bench top router table Free
Freestanding Router Table $25.00
Common White Pine Assorted width and length
Free
Chris Lee (631) 754-2456
Makita LS1013 10” Dual slide compound
saw extra blade & Woodhaven .drop stop
system .Mint condishion Never moved
around. $295.00
Jim Clancy 516-8228250
Bosch 1594K power planer is perfect shape,
compete with case. $90
Daryl Rosenblatt (516)581-1843 darylmros@gmail.com
A pair of new Dust collector ONE micron filter bags 18 inch diameter one has a window
$40.00. Also a Dayton SAND BLASTER floor
model with dolly and 6 gallons of glass bead
media like new $350.00
Frank Kiefer (631) 331-9383

