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A

s woodworkers, we proudly show our completed projects to
family, friends, and (of course) other woodworkers. If if it is a
seemingly complex project, we find ourselves gladly answering
a myriad of questions about how we went about making the piece. As
you are explaining away, more often than not you’ve probably caught
a hint of puzzlement in the eye of the inquisitor. If it is me who is
asking - and maybe you can relate - we nod our heads in acknowledgement or let out an “Ah ha” while we give our brain a chance to
process the technique just described. Sometimes it makes total sense
and we grasp it, but it is often difficult for someone to relate their
methods of work to another person. How many times have you been
frustrated by the pantomime gestures of how “this piece was rabbeted along it’s edge... and then mortised into the rail this way”?
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
SECRETARY’S NOTES
SHOW BIZ
SIG NEWS & PHOTOS
Turner’s Guild
SSOW
Long Island Cabinetmakers
ARTICLES
Photos from Saratoga
EXHIBIT FORM FOR THE SHOW

What I’ve learned to do (only recently) for those inevitable times of
questioning is simple. When someone asks “How’d you do that?”, I’m
now able to say, “Let me show you”. And it starts with a camera. My
cell phone has a built in camera, which makes it very convenient for
me to take pictures of every important stage of the project (and store
them as well). A digital camera should find it’s way in every shop for
just this reason. Not only will it benefit you months (or years) later
when you can’t recall the steps you took to complete a task that you
want to repeat, but documenting your work to relay to others will provide the clarity needed to understand what you’re telling us.
For every project, why not create a photo album to accompany it? People are always amazed how a drab piece of board can
transform into a marvel to behold. Now you can share your
secrets. Well, truly there are no secrets in woodworking. Don’t
expect a paparazzi gathering in your shop. It’s all been done
before. But maybe not your way.
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Next meeting
Wednesday April 5th
7PM Brush Barn
Steve Price demonstrates how
to construct a rush (or cane)
seat charr.
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Editor’s note: Mike is wrong. I snuck around and took
this photo of the papparazzi outside his shop
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Secretary’s Report

Show Biz

Steve Blakley

Roger Schroeder &
Greg Nicharico

M

ike Daum opened the meeting at 715 PM. Our
videographer Karl was not feeling well and we
will not be able to record the evening’s presentation. (Arrangements have been made for Steve B. to
bring the SIG’s camera to all general meetings in the
event this happens again.) Mike D. spoke about the Toys
for Tots and requested that members start making the
toys early so that we would have a sufficient amount of
toys available for the Marines in December. Both Mike
D. and Mike Josiah brought in wood in for anyone who
wanted to take it and make toys for the children.
Steve Gazes brought in some large cardboard advertising
signs for anyone who wanted to decorate their shop with
them. There was one visitor tonight, Rich Mazolli from
Hampton Bays. Rich is a retired builder who is now into
building furniture and has been attending furniture-making classes.
Mike D. reminded everyone to wear his or her name
badges. If you don’t have one, make out a temporary one
and leave it in the box when you leave. Mike D. asked for
a membership report and Joe Bottigliere reported that
there are 235 members.
Mike D. then asked Mike
Luciano for a Treasurer’s report. Mike L. reported that
the LIW subsidized the bus trip to Saratoga; he is in the
process of having the LIW taxes done; the LIW is about
$1500.00 ahead of last year. A member asked about the
LIW’s tax exempt status. Mike D. reported that we are
not yet a tax-exempt organization yet, but we are a social
club. Gary Goldberg is in the process of doing the
changeover.
Mike D. asked the Show Committee Co-chairmen for an
update. Roger Schroeder reported that the wheels of
Nassau County move very slowly but we do have a verbal conformation for November 13th and 14th 2010 at
the same site we had last time, Old Bethpage Village.
However, we do not yet have a written contract. Mike
has already received two project exhibition forms and the
forms will be in the next Woodrack. Mike said that we
need a lot of exhibits and requested that everyone help
if they can so we can equal or exceed the amount of projects we had in 2009. Mike also reported that the
Northeastern Woodworkers Association (NWA)
expressed interest in hiring a bus to come to our show,
just as the LIW did for theirs. Speaking of the Saratoga
show, those who attended said it was a great show. Mike
D. reported that although the NWA have over 800 members there were not that many more projects than we had
at the LIW show. One of our members reported that the
people working the show in Saratoga wore aprons and
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It’s official: The Long Island Woodworkers Club has
been given approval to hold its 2010 show and exhibition at Old Bethpage Village Restoration. If you feel like
giving a high five, be our guests. While optimism may
have flagged at times, we “kept the faith.”
Many of our questions have already been answered by
Jim McKenna, Director of OBVR, in a phone conversation. But to be on the safe side and avoid any misunderstandings, we scheduled a conference with Jim for
early May. At the May meeting of our club we’ll answer
most concerns expressed by the membership.
While waiting for approval, we went on the road to
check other venues from Freeport to Farmingdale to
Port Jefferson. Many lodges, recreation centers, halls
and campus buildings are available with a wide range of
fees, square footage, parking spaces, and access doors.
Most will serve our needs, but OBVR still offers the
greatest number of perks. One of our goals, aside from
achieving a successful show this year, is to set the tone
that will have us invited back for years to come.
Thank you, sincerely, to those who offered suggestions
for venues.
that maybe we should consider doing that for our show.
Mike responded that this was done in the past, including
some “beautiful” yellow shirts, but it had been proven to
be a bit costly. A lot of credit for the success of the
LIW attending the Saratoga trip is due to the work of
Joe Bottigliere and Jim Heick who helped us get the bus,
so thank you both!
Mike D. welcomed back Jim Clancy and Mac Simmons.
Mike also spoke about the LIW logos being put on
clothes. It appears that the company that does this
needs a minimum of six items before they set up the
machines. Please see Steve Gazes who takes the orders
for club apparel. Gary Mayhew reported that he knows
someone selling a house with a lot of tools and if anyone was interested, to see him. Charlie James reported
there is a Marquetry workshop on April 24, and the cost
is $30.00 per person, which includes lunch. There is a
waiting list to participate.
Mike D. spoke about a committee that was formed a few
years ago to conduct a feasibility study on building a
continued on page 4
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meeting location. The study showed that while building
a meeting location was not within our budget, there were
other options. One of those options was to seek commercial space to rent. (Currently we spend about
$9,000.00 on all rents.) With the economy as it is, Mike
reported that he would like the membership to keep on
eye out for inexpensive commercial space that we might
be able to rent for the LIW meetings. We would be
looking for double or triple the size of the barn, which
is about 1,000 square feet.
Mike D. made an announcement that if you have anything special you would like to see at the general meetings, to see him or Bob Urso. We also need some of the
members to do in house demonstrations. Mike D. then
asked for a report on the SIG’s. The SSOW will be
working on egg faces and will continue with their snowmen; LISA will be working on segmentation; the LIC
will have Matt Stern talk on dovetail jigs and the LIWG
will have a demonstration on boxes.
For Show and Tell, Rich Weil showed some miniatures,
including a wood lathe and a scroll saw. Rich also said
he had some push sticks (and oven push sticks) to give
away if anyone wanted them; Frank Allaire showed a
wooden car he made from an October 89 Wood magazine plan; Steve Price showed the finished LIC foot stool
he made, using hand tools to make round parts. Steve
used rush to make the top. His next project will be a
rocking chair. Charlie James showed two carved bears
made out of walrus tusks; John Hons showed three
carved western figures made by himself, Richie
Zimmerman and Steve Blakley. Steve B. also showed a
snowman and an angel he carved. Great work guys!
The raffle was held and Mike Josiah, Dan Jackson and
Ed Jarmean won some nice items.
It was now time for our monthly presentation. Mike D.
introduced Charlie Morehouse who would be giving us
a demonstration on Finishing. Charlie stated that he
would have to be on his best behavior because Mac
(Simmons) was in the house. Charlie has been in furniture restoration for 30 years, 9 years in Forest Hills and
then in his own business since ‘89. The first thing a cus-

tomer will look for, Charlie said, is the finish, and they
ALWAYS touch it so you must give the product the fine
feel and the look of elegance. Charlie uses two basic finishes; shellac and lacquer and stated that every finish you
put on wood has to be rubbed out. He passed out samples of wood that have both a satin finish on it and a
gloss finish. Both of these finishes are the same, except
one has been rubbed out more than the other.
Shellac is one of the most beautiful finishes you can
find. It is durable and easy to repair. Charlie invited the
members to ask questions as he went along. He does
not use varnish because it is time consuming and is harder to repair. With varnish, after the first coat every one
after that is mechanical, it just lays on top of the other
coat. If you try to rub out the final coat and rub too
hard, and go through and you will see a shadow, which
is the coat underneath. There is no way of fixing that
unless you put on another coat. When lacquer is damaged, you can bring the finish back.
A member asked, “What about water resistance?”
Charlie said it was good. If a water stain gets on lacquer
it will leave a white spot, which will be able to be brought
out using denatured alcohol. Charlie’s shellac of choice
is Zinsser clear shellac and he showed how easy it is to
put on shellac using a pad, (more on this later) although
a brush can be used. Go straight across back and forth
to produce a wet tone look. Rub it in and in an hour you
can put on another coat. There is NO SANDING
between the first and second coat. Sand lightly with 320
grit paper or 400 paper with each of the following coats.
When you are done, the final coat should be rubbed out
with wet dry 600 paper. Dewaxed Shellac can be put on
any finish and a poly can be up put on top. After the first
coat of shellac or lacquer, subsequent coats dissolve into
the previous coat, unlike polyurethane or varnish that
simply lies on top of the previous coat. Charlie usually
uses 7 or 8 coats and it is OK to put the shellac or lacquer on in both directions (with the grain and against the
grain). If he needs to color the shellac, he uses a waxless analine dye. To make his pads for the padding lacquer you take a piece of solid wool or steel wool rolled
up in an old tee shirt about as big as your hand. Wrap
continued on page 9
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Turner’s Guild
Mike Josiah

he March turners meeting took place on March 8th
led by the honorable Bob Urso. The first items on
the agenda was the demonstrators for the next few
months. Carl Senger will be here for the May meeting,
Don Lindsley will be here in June demonstrating mineral
inlays. For July we will be turning pens. Please bring in
your lathes!!!!

T

There was one new member for this month. Mark
Suesser. Welcome Mark! Frank elected himself to look
into our SIG becoming a member of the AAW

for this.
To start making a box, orient the blank so the grain runs
straight along the axis. This will make lining up the lid with the base much easier.

There were a few items for show and
tell this month. Marty Platt brought
in a spalted walnut bowl and a silver
maple vessel, Jim brought in an ice
cream scoop made from Zebra
wood, Charlie Flesen, Ed Piotrowski
and Doug Bartow all collaborated
on a series of candle sticks made
from old table legs and finished with
bush oil. Barry Saltsberg brought in
two pens both made from spalted
maple. One was cut long grain, and
the other was cut cross grain. Very
interesting difference in the figure of
the wood!
This month’s meeting was on making boxes and was presented by
Steve Fulgoni. The best wood to use
for a box should be a Dry, tight
grained, dense wood. Examples
Steve brought were Bloodwood and
Bolivian Rosewood. Colobolo is also an excellent wood

Round off the blank and cut 2 tenons.
One on each side of the blank. Set the
blank in the chuck and part off the lid.
Try to keep the proportions 3/5 base
and 2/5 lid. Drill out the center of the
base and hollow it out. Box type tool
rests are great for this. Sand the inside of
the base. After it is hollowed, cut the outside tenon for the lid to fit over, mark the
bottom of the base for parting later.
With calipers, measure the diameter of
the bottom tenon. Lock the calipers.
Mount the lid and use that setting to
score a mark in the lid so you know
where to hollow to. It is best to hollow
the lid out to just before that line and test
fit the base. This way you have a better
chance of getting a tight fit. Finish hollowing the base and sand . Drill out the center of the lid,
and hollow it out up to that line. Leave a lip inside. It
looks and works better that way. Test fit the base and continue to hollow until you have a good fit. Make sure you
allow for any sanding on those parts or your lid will fit
loosely afterwards! Fit the lid to the base and tape it on
with painters tape. Mount the base and finish the top of
the lid. Sand the lid Remove the lid, sand the outside of
the base and part the base off.
A neat trick that Steve does is when parting a part off, he
waits until the tool is almost through and turns the lathe
off. This way there is less torque on the piece and you
have lees chance of anything flying off. Until July!!!
Editors note: Since I got a complaint regarding too many pictures of Bob Urso, I’ve substituted Sam Maloof where Bob’s
picture would normally be. Hope this helps.

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Scenes from the NWA Showcase in
Saratoga Springs, where over 35
members went by a coach bus for
our annual trip.

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Secret Society of
Woodcarvers
Steve Blakley

O

n March 31, 2010 at 7:10PM, SSOW President
Ed Piotrowski opened the meeting by welcoming everyone who attended. He encouraged
everyone to purchase raffle tickets and then asked Steve
Blakley for a Membership and a Donation report which
was given and accepted.
Steve also reported that the club still has new sizes of
wood on sale. Eggs $3.00 each; 1½ x 1½ x 12 - $2.00
each; 2 x 2 x 12 - $2.50 each; 3 x 3 x 12 - $5.00 each and
4 x 4 x 12 – $8.75 each.
There were some real nice show and tells this
month. Eric Jaen brought in a glass bottle with a carved
flower stopper in it; a carved flower box he is working on
and a image of the face of Jesus. Richie Zimmerman,
John Hons and Steve Blakley all showed their Grady
carvings, which only took 6 months of diligent carving
(grin). Steve also showed a carved angel and the snowman.

Dan Rivituso, the President of the Suffolk County
Woodcarvers Guild, was
present as a guest
tonight. Dan is visiting
different wood clubs in
the area to meet new
people and get an idea of
how these clubs run their
meetings. We welcome
The donations were collected and two interesting trinkets Dan and hope to see him
were given out.
again.

Ed P. introduced Steve B.
who spoke about how he
carved and painted his
snowman, which was used
as a “go by”. Then it was
time for everyone who
had snowmen to begin
carving him. Some members had opted not to
carve a snowman and
worked on their own various carvings.
7
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Cabinetmakers SIG
Stephen Price

here were 19 members present at the April 13th
meeting. A new member, Bob Schendorf, was
introduced. Bob has previously been a member
and recently presented a discussion of wood finishing at
our SIG.

T

In Show and Tell, Ben Nawrath, showed a bookcase in
the shape of a doll house that he is making for his niece.
Ben and Rich Blohm discussed the Dust Deputy (from
Oneida). It converts a shop vacuum into a small cyclone
dust collector, They will bring one in to our next meeting. Greg Nicharico mentioned Habitat for Humanity’s
“We Store”. They sell odd lots of slightly damaged
goods such as windows, building materials, etc. They
have no particular inventory so that going there is a hit
or miss proposition, but the prices are 1/4 to 1/3 the interest and suggestions were made to discuss vacuum
regular prices. There are several stores, one in forming and veneering. Our May Meeting will be on
Ronkonkoma.
SKETCHUP, a CAD program. June’s meeting will be an
Open Forum/Round Table discussion.
There was an extended discussion of presentation topics
for future meetings. A suggestion was made for everyone to bring in a tool or technique to discuss. Steve Price
suggested that our members prepare presentations on
topics unfamiliar to everyone. e.g. a style of furniture or
a technique useful in woodworking. This elicited some

Matt Stern gave the main presentation - Machine-made
dovetail joints. He pointed out the advantages of dovetails; their mechanical strength, large gluing surface, selfregistration of the parts, and their good looks. Halfblind dovetails are noted for their appearance, particularly on drawers where you don’t want a false front.
Through dovetails have long been seen as a sign of superior craftsmanship. It was noted that Machine-cut dovetails were more accurate and had the advantage of
repeatability when multiple joints were being cut. Jim
Brown, who recently joined the club, showed his Keller
Jig which just makes through dovetails, but is very easy to
set up and very accurate. He bought his at the Saratoga
Show. He paid $159 of the phenolic model. It is $100
more for the 1/2” machined aluminum model. He also
pointed out that their router bits are very good and that
the jig can cut two pieces at one time. Other dovetail jigs
were also discussed. The Craftsman jig can also be used
as a box-joint jig. The Porter-Cable jig was difficult to set
up.

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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A number of suggestions were made for using these jigs.
It is a good idea to label work pieces since the right and
left sides will be different. Some jigs have key directions
printed right on the jig e.g. telling you how to make
adjustments for tighter or looser joints. Set-up blocks are
useful for thickness settings. Avoid using laminate trimmers because their small base makes them less stable.
Finally, there was a discussion of router bit maintenance.
Only the inside surface should be sharpened, never the
outside. Small diamond coated paddles are useful. A
number of cleaners were mentioned. Toxic cleaners, e.g.
containing sodium hydroxide (lye) should be avoided.
There are a number of common household cleaners that
work well and some that are environmentally safe. A
brass brush is safe to use.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 11. The presentation topic will be SKETCHUP, A CAD program.

continued from page 4

that with cheesecloth and on the outside of that wrap gauze or an old tee shirt, twisting the end so the bottom is a
clean flat nice surface. He never puts more than 4 coats on a day (by hand) and 2 coats with a sprayer, so that they
dry completely. Charlie explained that after applying the shellac or lacquer, he uses padding lacquer (which is shellac but has a drying agent in it). You apply padding lacquer by making a pad and then rubbing out the finish on the
project. He once again stated that people like the glassy feel of furniture so EVERY finish has to be rubbed out.
He also always uses disposable surgical gloves when doing this work to save his hands from the products he is using.
Always make sure you clean your wood with Naphtha, an expensive mineral spirit, first. This is a quick drying agent
that will clean off the wood. Charlie uses wet dry sandpaper, in 320, 400 and 600 grit and never uses a sanding block
because furniture is not always flat. Over the years the surface of the furniture may have changed. He uses his hands
to adhere to the furniture. With the sandpaper, add water and a dab of dish soap, and not using too much pressure
sand with the grain. The sand paper levels out all pieces of dirt the might have accumulated. After this use 0000
(dry) steel wool. If you want a mirror finish on a wood that has pores like mahogany and walnut, you must fill the
pores and allow them to dry for 2 days. Once you fill the pores you will not see them after you finish it. You can
use a wash coat of shellac across the filled pores. This allows the shellac to fill in and grab the pores for filling. Never
cut shellac in half for sealer coat. Charlie explained that after the last coat of shellac, for a satin finish, wait a minimum of 5 days before rubbing it out, and wait two weeks for a high gloss finish. These times will allow the shellac
to completely cure. From an automotive store, purchase a polishing compound and apply it to the finished product.
French polish is a technique to make a super high gloss finish. Be sure to use surgical gloves again when doing this.
Padding lacquer is used to rub out the finish. Charlie uses Mohawk 30 padding lacquer. He rubs it on in circles,
across the wood, buffing it with arc strokes dropping it on to the wood at the beginning of each stroke and picking
the rag up at the end of each stroke. Water-based does not give a zing, so use only solvent-based lacquer.
This was a great presentation…..thanks so much Charlie for sharing your knowledge with us all!
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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Charlie Moreshouse demonstrating his finishing
magic above, and Steve Price (right) giving us a
taste of his May demonstration, on how to
make rush seats for chairs.

Rich Weil’s miniature lathe, shown LARGER than life size!!
LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS’ CLUB
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The Marketplace
4/4 Spalted Beech lumber for sale. Most 9” and
wider 8’ long, with great figure. http://www.righteouswoods.net/Beech_European_Spalted.html is
selling it for $14.20 a board foot, I am asking $7 a
bf for quantities less then 50 bf, $5.50 for quantities
over.
Powermatic 719A Hollow Chisel Mortiser with 4
chisels and mobile base. Great condition, works
like a champ. Asking $595, about $950 for all this
new, save money and get a great tool.
Bill at wmarr@optonline.net, or 631 312 6617
Performax 25 x 2 Dual Drum Sander with Power
Feed; 5 hop 220 V Leeson Motor. Machine has
“low mileage”
Bob Urso (631) 724-4625 or through the club website

Foley Model 387 Automatic Saw Filer
Complete with extra files.
Norman Picht (631) 242-9255
Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,
Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256
Fine Woodworking Magazines, issues 1-159 plus
index to 120 Excellent condition $475
Woodsmith Magazines, issues 1-143 plus index to
126
Excellent Condition $300
Gene Kelly (631) 265-5218
L.I. School of Classical Woodcarving &
Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;
http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/

12" Sear's bandsaw, good condition, $175,14"
Reliance Bandsaw, good condition $225, 10"
Ryobi Tablesaw, good condition

Need someone to tune a working Craftsman 10"
radial arm saw for a fee.
Harold Schechtel 631-539-6290

Charlie Morehouse (631) 271-7251

I have a live black walnut tree which is 55 inches in
circumference at one ft. above the ground and
extends to 25 ft. to the first branch. The tree is
yours for the cutting.
Jim Ganci at 631-271-7517 in Dix Hills

3 hp 4 bag Reliant dust collector $275, 12” radial
arm saw, rusted but runs. Free to a good home.
Willie (631) 235-0186
Laser etched photos on wood.
Contact Dave Schichtel at (516) 671-5964 or
www.the-wood-shop.com

Delta plate joiner bench mount tilting table good
condition $85.00.
Harry Wicks 631-734-5738

LONG ISLAND WOODWORKERS

4 Pam Court
South Setauket, NY 11720

Cherry 4/4 and 8/4
Quarter Sawn Red Oak 4/4 by 14" wide
Hard Maple, Curly Maple, Assorted pieces of White
Oak, Ash, Lacewood, Honduras Mahogany
Basswood 4/4 and 12?4 12" Wide, Purple Heart,
Sequenced matched Birch Plywood 1/4" and 3/4"
Partial Sheet of 1/2 " cherry Plywood.
Craftsman bench top router table Free
Freestanding Router Table $25.00
Common White Pine Assorted width and length
Free
Chris Lee (631) 754-2456
Makita LS1013 10” Dual slide compound
saw extra blade & Woodhaven .drop stop
system .Mint condishion Never moved
around. $295.00
Jim Clancy 516-822-8250
A pair of new Dust collector ONE micron filter bags 18 inch diameter one has a window
$40.00.
Frank Kiefer (631) 331-9383

