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THIS MONTH:

SECRETARY’S
NOTES

JIM HEICK

Our meeting started at 7:10. Mike Daum welcomed the members. We had one
new member for the evening, Roberto Gesmondo from E. Northport.
Mike mentioned that the club will be looking to redo the current website. A
plea went out to the membership looking for volunteers to help create the
new site. A few members had contacted the Board, and we are following up.
Our Annual Picnic will be held Wednesday, June 3rd. The picnic will start at
6:00pm. A special thank you, to Steve Costello and Ray Bohn, for chairing this
year’s picnic. The cost is $5.00 for adults, children under 12 free. We urge all
members to come to the picnic and bring your families.
Our Annual Show and Exhibit will be held Saturday, November 7th and
Sunday November 8th. Additional details to follow. Our Show Co-Chairman
is Pat Doherty and Harry Slutter. Thank you to both for helping with the
show.
Our May Raffle Winners were: Ray Bohn (2x) & Roberto Gesmondo
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Next meeting
Wednesday June 3rd
6 PM
Brush Barn Annual Picnic

Our Speakers for the evening were Brian McKnight and Mark Oriano. Their
topic for the evening was Dowelmax Joinery System.
Mark started the presentation talking about their start in woodworking. Both
are self-taught hobbyists, starting back in 2002. Most recently, they started a
YouTube Channel called Woodworker631 .
The channel is dedicated to showing viewers the many facets of woodworking. There are many
demonstrations and “How To” videos on a variety of topics.
The presentation on the Dowelmax Precision Engineered Joining System
consisted of a slideshow, video and hands on demonstration. Brian and Mark
took questions from the members and explained the many components available. The video was created by Dowelmax to demonstrate the force required
to break the joint. In the video, many types of joints were tested. In most
cases the joints failed, or the wood cracked under the pressure. Different types
of joinery, cracked at various PSI. The Dowelmax joints consisted of many
dowels, precision drilled and glued in place. The dowels swelled to form an
extremely tight joint. In all cases, it took close to a 1000PSI or more to affect
the joint. In all cases the woods near the joint split. The video was followed
by a “hands on” demo of the product.
“The Dowelmax is a highly versatile and adjustable dowel jig which enables
the amateur and professional woodworker to create wooden joints for many
projects in the fastest time possible, with complete accuracy and amazing
strength. The Dowelmax Kit creates strong, accurate joints of virtually any
configuration from ¾” x ¾” to 4” x 4” and of any length”.
For more information, to request a free DVD, or to order the Dowelmax Kit,
call toll free 1-877-986-9400 or use website www.dowelmax.com
A big thank you to Brian and Mark, for a great presentation.
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BURN BARREL

BOB SCHENDORF

HELLOOO NURSE!

A

ny of you, who can stomach reading more than one of my columns understands that I love
my wife. But it goes without saying that no relationship is perfect. Sooo, I have a little confession to make. There is something she won’t do for me. No matter how much I beg and
plead and bribe,
(and as a woodworker, let me tell you the bribes are pretty weak!) she just won’t
give in and do it.
So over time, I’ve taken to try and get satisfaction elsewhere. And if you keep it just between us, I’ll
tell you all about it— I actually need to tell you all about it, I need to get it off my chest.
You’ve no doubt deduced that it involves other women...ok, if I’m going to be honest and get any
therapeutic value from this... there’s been at least one man.
It’s always the same scenario, it starts with a little pleasant conversation. Then maybe a little flirtation.... and they always look good, dressed impeccably, and the perfumes! Even the guy smelled nice!
Before you know it, the discussion turns to money and terms, and then the check book comes out
and I’m done for!
Yes, yes, yes! The guilt is killing me! But no matter how much I try and I cry and cajole, I just can’t
get Annabelle to give me money to build furniture!
And so I take my desires elsewhere, yes, to the designers! There! I’ve said it! I know, I know, I’m not
proud of this, but I think I’m starting to feel a little better already.
I go to the designers, or more accurately , they come to me. They must be able to sense my weakness, my desire to have sweet nothings whispered in my ear about my “craftsmanship” or my ability to “deliver the goods” and “satisfy”. And it always ends the same.
Sure it’s great in the beginning, most relationships are. But before you know it, they are asking me
to drop my...prices, “Oh just this one time pleassssse, and I’ll never ask you to do it for me again!”
“But, but I have a wife and kids, and they like to eat! I can’t build a table for half of what I would
normally charge you, which I’ve already discounted from what I would usually charge a homeowner. “
“Oh but sweetie, you’re so good, and I just need this one teensy weensy favor, and my client is so
mean! And... oooh! You’re so tall! How tall are you again?”
“Five foot seven.”
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“Oh my!” She says with her hand on her chest, as if she’s just met the Jolly Green Freakin’ Giant!
“Ok, ok, we’re going to be slow next week, and we are trying to teach the new guy who shows a lot
of promise some stuff. Here’s my list of colors. That’s what you get for that price. And I’m telling
you now, it’s not a priority. When do you need it by?”
“Tomorrow” she says curtly, without even an iota of remorse in her voice. “No, no, no, these colors won’t do! I’ll bring a color chip by tomorrow and you can just match it. I’ll be here about noon
(which means two thirty) what time will it be done? You have to deliver it to Montauk, so leave yourself some time!” She turns for the door and starts to strut out in her expensive high heels. She turns
her head slightly and yells “Thank you!” In a tone so insincere it makes my ex wife sound like we
are still on our honeymoon when we speak.
“Wait, wait!” I call out
She doesn’t even attempt to turn now , and all she shows is the back of her left hand. “No time! I’m
late for my eleven o’clock!” And leaves the building.
“Of course you are!” I respond with nobody but the lumber to hear, “You got here at eleven fifteen!”
Needless to say, tomorrow was not the true deadline, and you lose a good night’s rest for nothing.
You build the table, and it sits. And it sits, for two weeks. The color chip never comes...that is of
course until the Friday before the Monday when she actually needs to have it. Looks like I’m working this weekend! So you mix the color under the supervision of the designer, who doesn’t heed your
warning that we should do it in a methodical way so we can duplicate it, especially since she is speaking about doing a five foot round table to match in the near future for the same office.
Still not a problem, you’ve planned and prepared, and you know you can lay this finish down efficiently... That is until the zombie mill marks show themselves. No problem. You break out your card
scraper, scrape them down to the bear wood, sand off most of the finish (thank God she has no
real vision and has chosen a variation of that red office furniture “cherry”), so you’ll have no problem blending it, and you seal and stain again. Ok, you’ve lost an hour and a half but it’s going to
look great, still something you’re proud to put your name on. Then the second coat of stain dries.
And they are back! The zombie mill marks have been raised again. I’ve never seen maple do this
before!
Now, if I were getting a fair price for this table, I’d eat the cost and remake the top because these
boards are obviously possessed! But I’ve already lost enough money on this one.
Saturday comes, and I go in to work for a couple of hours, much to the dismay of my wife because
we have a family function that afternoon, and we need to do an install for a former tradesman,
turned merchant who truly appreciates our work and is willing to pay the fair price we quoted him
to fit out his new store. “I’ll go in Sunday for a couple of hours and knock out her table” I tell
myself, with every intention of doing so.
Sunday comes and the weather is finally beautiful. The kid has a soccer game (I’ve missed the last
two) and it seems as if my wife actually wants to spend some time with me. “You know what? I did
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my best for her and her problems are not my problems, especially at that price!” By the way did I
mention that I’m sure she’s collecting her commission for that stupid table? I’d bet my partner’s best
hand plane that she is!
I’ll cut to the chase. Monday had some very terse texts and phone calls. We got the table there that
evening, and of course she complained about the finish. Schedule the call back we’ll sand it down.
We’ll fix it for sure. But rest assured, she’s fired. I will not work for her again. And she’s the second
designer I’ve fired in the last two weeks. I have finally learned my lesson, I will not tolerate this
behavior anymore.
They say you never forget your first. I know I never will. It was about three months after I first
opened. She came sauntering in, and fell in love with some mirrors I had built on spec and had hanging on my showroom wall. She paid me twenty dollars more than I was asking.(Designers are a lot
like bartenders, they can be very generous with other peoples money!)
We started discussing some chairs,.she wanted for the same client, and I told her that I’d send her
some drawings, which I did. I went as far as to tell her that I’d build the first one for the cost of
materials as I’d really like to get some chairs in my portfolio. She picked the sketch she liked best
and informed me of her choice in an email. Then nothing. That is until three months later when
she showed up at the shop to pick up her prototype. Now mind you, she never signed anything or
gave me a penny,.and she had the gall to be angry when it wasn’t sitting there waiting for her!
Needless to say, I never heard from her again.
I could go on and on, I could probably write a book about designer horror stories, and maybe someday, I will. Suffice it to say, you know the designer is going to throw you under the bus when the
client is unhappy. Regardless of the honest counseling and advice you gave them. As with many
people, they don’t necessarily want to hear the truth, they want to hear what they want to hear, and
unfortunately, your reputation is going to pay the price.
Everyone wants to be a part of the team when the team is winning. But throw in one loss, and learn
the true meaning of lonely!
Excuse me a minute, there goes my wife.... “Baby, Honey, do you have a minute? Listen I’ve been
thinking and I can do it for less!....no really...”
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LICFM

BEN NAWRATH

We kicked off the meeting by talking about our summer picnic. One Saturday in July, either the 11th or 18th we will
have a cookout at Bob and Harry’s shop. That morning, some of our members will open up their shops to visitors
for a couple hours for tours. It’s always nice to share ideas, whether it’s useful jigs or smart shop layout.
After that, Mayhew won another raffle...
We welcomed two new members, Jim and Roberto to the group.
Don Daily gave the main presentation on glues. His primary focus was on the range that Titebond has to offer. He
spoke very highly of their customer service and information available online. They offer a wide range of different
glues for different applications, and it’s important to consider your particular situation when selecting the glue.
Everything from the room temperature, to the joint type, to the shape of the piece (difficult clamp arrangement?
Needs more working time) will affect the selection.
After Don, Bob gave a short presentation on the trusty card scraper. We’ve been trying to touch on finishing every
month, and the scraper is a handy tool for lots of things, from surface prep to removing glue and even repairing finishing blemishes.
Moving on to the extended show-and-tell on our tables, we set up the projector and screen. Note to the members:
Lots of times projects are too big or too built-in to bring in. Bring pictures! We can hook phones and tablets up to
the projector.
Jim H showed pictures of his table that has lots of band saw work and curves in it. He only cut some curves at first
so he had square reference faces for joinery.
Roger showed his cherry hall table. He says he’s very happy with his new sprayer, but the finish still needs a little
work. It’s looking great so far.
I brought in pictures of the CAD drawings for a triangular table I want to build for the corner of my living room,
behind an L shaped couch. My wife wants to put a plant on it...
Jim Brown brought his walnut slab table with 3 legs in pieces to show his joinery. There are double mortise and
tenons in most places, and lots of organic shapes. He showed in progress pictures where he also did most of the
joinery when there were still square reference faces.
Steve price brought a mini table in which not only shows the anatomy of a table very well, but also the challenges
of scale models.
Stay tuned next month for picnic details!
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TURNER’S GUILD

MIKE JOSIAH

T

he May turners meeting started at 7 PM led by President Steve Fulgoni

The AAW Symposium will be in Pittsburgh this year June 25th - 28th Hotel rooms at the discounted rate are booking fast so if your thinking of going book your room soon! Its estimated that most registered turners in the US live
within 600 miles of Pittsburgh this will be a huge show!
The Scrollers club will be having a hands on Air Brush demonstration in the June meeting. Bring your own tools and
supplies.
Tonights topic is on Mineral Inlay’s presented by Marty Platt
Marty gets his minerals from local Gem & Mineral shows, Ebay, and Internet stores like www.greartsouth.net
Most minerals are OK to use but check the hardness on the MOHS scale first. Less than a 7 on the scale is best.
Turquoise as a pure mineral is now very expensive as the best mine was closed down. Reconstituted Turquoise
though is available and much cheaper. Marty showed a large chunk of it with bright blue turquoise colors.
Its also important to check the toxicity of a mineral. In his handout Marty had a hardness as well as a toxicity list.
Most minerals come in rock form (UNles you pay extra to get them crushed). Marty likes to use a 1” black pipe and
cap that fits into a 1.2 or 2” black pipe and cap to crush the minerals. He grinds the ridges off the caps to get better results. The pipes are roughly 8-10” long
To get to a fine powder you can use a coffee grinder dedicated for minerals only. (No coffee after doing this!)
Marty sorts out the different crushed stone sizes by using a series of screens with different mesh holes. This allows
you to use the right size for the inlay.
Used very fine powder for small cracks.
To prevent the glue from staining the wood use a wash to coat the wood first. Marty uses a heavily thinned Deft for
this.
The best glue is a very thin CA glue. This bonds all the powder and particles into one solid piece.
For deep holes use colored napkins or Cray paper to fill first. Match the color of the paper to the mineral to be used.
This saves mineral use.
For sanding Marty uses Norton 3X paper.
There are also materials for inlay called “Inlace” they are available form a variety of vendors and come in many colors.
This technique can be used to fill cracks or voids in a bowl. Or to fill a groove purposely cut into a bowl or platter.
The possibilities are endless!
Enjoy have fun and experiment!
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LOCAL WOOD

RELEASING THE LIGHT

The wood from Long Island trees—
slabs, flitches, full boules
from great giants who fell
to development,
disease or old age
available at Urban Woods
for new life
as cabinets, tables or chairs.

Light hides away in the wood:
sunlight shines on leaves
flowing through branches
to shine on sap-wood
burst into heart-wood
gather in wood grain.
Plane a board to reveal its secrets,
release its light
into the world.

You, who buy them,
do you promise
to finish their gorgeous grain
with swirls of tan, brown, black, rust
revealing their beauty?
by Adam Fisher
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LISA

JOSEPH REARDON

T

he May (5/21/2015) meeting was called to order by Charlie Felsen, President. Unfortunately, this meeting
(Introduction to Intarsia) is being rescheduled because the speaker developed a medical issue. Instead, the meeting was
devoted to round table discussions addressing scrolling related topics.

The June Chapter Challenge was yard art and bird houses.
For show n tell, Matt Reardon presented a maple box with an intarsia eagle, Barbara Reardon showed scrolled Spring Flowers
and Charlie Felsen a scrolled puzzle.
Rolf Beuttenmuller and Jean/Ed Piotroski attended the Fox Chapel Open house, May 8-9 in Lancaster, PA. The open house
featured hands-on classes in a variety of topics, including wood burning, carving and turning (up and coming).
The topic for the June meeting (scheduled for the month’s third Thursday, June 18) is Hands on Airbrushing. The working
meeting will be conducted by Al Trepiccione who is accomplished in both woodcarving and airbrushing. Bring your airbrush,
air compressor and a project to paint.
The July Chapter Challenge will be Clocks –any type. The Club project is again a Santa’s Clock. Constituent parts for scrolling
will be distributed at the meeting. All returned parts need to be sanded and with the pattern removed.
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The Marketplace
Routers,Sanders,Drills and more for sale,
Dennis Taddeo 631 543 2256
L.I. School of Classical Woodcarving & Woodworking Schedule for 2007 visit;
http:// homepage.mac.com/walterc530/
8/4 Cherry S2S $5.15 / bf
5/4 Cherry S2S $4.25 / bf
8/4 Poplar $2.30 / bf
8/4 Ambrosia Maple $2.45 / bf
All Jorgensen and Pony Clamps 20% off
All Woodpecker Product 15% off
All specials are for in stock items.
This special is for March 2015 only for the LIWA Members
Urban Specialty Woods 257 Broadway Huntington Station*, NY 11746 631-903-5944
*(Editors Note): Do not confuse this address with Huntington, which also has a 257
Broadway, but it’s a house.

I have to sell my shop; all the tools. They are currently in storage in Garden City, and need help
cataloging and sorting it. That also gives you first crack at buying them. Among the tools are a 3
HP Saw Stop; a dust collection syyste;, Sears drill press; Lie Nielsen bencg; 2 speed Delta planer;
6” Powermatic jointer; 14” bandsaw; dust collection system; Festool vacuum; router table; air compressor; drills, hand tools etc.
Harry Aristodou 516-306-4780 aristidouhc@msn.com
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