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Breaking News 
 
Election results 
inside!
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THIS MONTH: 
 

SECRETARY’S NOTES 

TURNERS GUILD 

PUZZLE 

AND PHOTOS FROM THE CARVERS!!! 

 
 
 

 
 

The November 3rd General Meeting was called to order by LIW 
President Mike Daum at 7:10 PM.  The session was in-person 
at the Frank Brush Barn and included a live stream via Zoom.  

Mike said that the current arrangements with the Smithtown Historical 
Society for Brush Barn meetings were satisfactory, especially since TV 
and other A/V equipment storage are no longer issues given the recent 
tech upgrades.  Member Steve Applebaum has the lead to negotiate 
directly with the Harned family regarding the possibility of  other meet-
ing space at the Harned Brothers Saw Mill.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS Mike reminded members that LIW Board 
Elections for 2022 were coming up.  As last year, voting will be done 
electronically and commence on November 10, 2021 and run through 
November 23, 2021.  The results will be reported at the December gen-
eral meeting.  All qualified members were urged to consider candidacy 
and contact either Ed Dillon or Bob “Woody” Wood to be added to 
the slate of  candidates.   

WordPress expertise is still sought.  This is required to update the LIW 
website, including the addition of  some new functionality.  Mike also 
mentioned that the 2022 board meeting dates will be 1/17/2022, 
4/18/2022, 7/18/2022, and 10/17/2022. 
 
Bill Leonhardt mentioned that September 17 – 18, 2022 are likely to be 
the dates that the LIW Annual Show will be held at the Cradle of  
Aviation. 
 
Barry Saltsberg asked the membership to bring their Beads of  Courage 
boxes to the December General Meeting for delivery to the recipient 
hospital.  Ok, folks, now get to work! 
 
OTHER BUSINESS AND SIG MEETING SCHEDULES 
 

Next General Meeting 12-1-2021 
Topic:  Election results and holiday party 
Next LICFM Meeting, Ben Nawrath, SIG Pres., 12/14/2021 
Topic:  Holiday party; VP elections 
Next LIWG Meeting, Jim Moloney, SIG Pres., 12/9/2021 
Topic:  Holiday party; SIG elections will be held 
Next LISA Meeting, Steve Kelman, SIG Pres., 12/16/2021 
Topic:  Holiday party and show and tell 
Next SSOW Meeting, Frank Napoli, SIG Pres., 12/28/2021 
Topic:  Work on individual projects 

 
 

SECRETARY’S 
NOTES
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MITTLEMAN

The Woodrack
Volume 30 Number 12

Next meeting 
Wednesday December 1st, 7 pm 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  LIW Treasurer Steve Fulgoni reported expenses over the past month included barn rent and 
the cost of  the new projector.  Revenues and expenses performing as expected.  
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  Membership Director Joe Bottigliere indicated LIW membership renewals were at the 25% 
level and i ncluded some new members.  Renewals are due not later than December 2021. 

 
NEW MEMBERS  Rosario Accardi was introduced.  Rosario is from the East Islip area.  His focus is on furniture 
building. 
 
SHOW AND TELL Alain Tiercy shared a magnificent, extremely intricate, scroll sawn winter scene he made from 1/8” 
thick Baltic birch plywood.  The detail was amazing. 
 
Charlie Morehouse displayed two end tables, one oak and the other walnut veneer.  Both had a shellac finish.  As 
always, Charlie’s work was impeccable. 
 
RAFFLE WINNERS  Bob MacCormac, Bob Crespolini, and Mike Josiah were winners.  Congratulations, gentlemen. 
 
FIRST PRESENTATION  Vesting USA Finishes – Zach Winters 
 
The presenter, Zach Winters, discussed the many color variations and durability of  Vesting finishes.  They are pri-
marily used on floors.  The most important feature of  Vesting is the near instantaneous curing achieved with the use 
of  ultraviolet light.  Most of  us are familiar with the finishing process – sand, seal, finish coat, wait hours or days for 
curing, then repeat, usually for several iterations. 
 
Imagine the gain in productivity of  waiting about 20 seconds!  And several coats are not required, usually one will 
suffice. 
 
The downsides?  Vesting USA products are generally available only through the company website, https://rpmcoat-
ingsolutions.com.   Further, the “blacklight” device and the finish itself  are expensive.  The small, battery-powered 
shop blacklight is $675.  The finish (hard wax oil) in liter-size quantities runs about $112.  The increases in produc-
tivity are likely to offset the initial start-up expenses.  Thanks to Mr. Winters for introducing us to new technology. 
 
SECOND PRESENTATION  Finishing and Renewing Card Scraper Edges – Charlie Morehouse 
Charlie started his demonstration by stating the he likes to use a mix of  dewaxed shellac and water-based 
polyurethane.  Specifically, Charles uses Minwax dewaxed shellac and General Finishes/Enduro.  The chief  attrac-
tion of  this method is the relatively quick drying speed.  Charlie stains, waits 48 hours, finishes to 320 grit sandpa-
per, then applies at least 3 coats of  finish, waiting only a few hours between coats.  He lets the project sit for a week 
or two and then completes it with a 600-grit sanding and 0000 steel wool plus paste wax. 
 
Following the reveal of  his finishing technique, Charlie went on to demonstrate how he forms new edges on card 
scrapers.  Light machine oil and a burnisher are required.  Charlie first flattens the existing edge by applying a few 
strokes of  the burnisher that is held perpendicularly to the card scraper.  Then using oil and the burnisher once again, 
Charlie bevels the newly flattened edge.  This requires only a few strokes of  the burnishing rod, i.e., 3 – 5.  That’s it, 
ready to go.  Very nice, Charlie.  Thank you. 
 
JANUARY 2022 MEETING There will be a General Meeting starting at 7 PM on January 5, 2022 at the Frank Brush 
Barn and available via Zoom.
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Zach from Vesting Finishes    

UV Light to cure finish
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Don’t look at the light!
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ELECTION RESULTS
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ACTIVE MILITARY
PERSONNEL

WOODWORKERS

2022 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Complete this application by clearly printing the information requested in the spaces below, and
returning this form, along with your check in the amount of $60.00 to:

Joe Bottigliere 
1238 Church Street 
Bohemia, NY 11716 

Checks should be made out to the Long Island Woodworkers

NAME:

Address:

City: State: ZipCode: _

Telephone: - 

E Mail Address:

EMERGENCYContactandTelephone#: - 

Primary woodworking interest: _ 

Other woodworking related interests: _ 

How would you rate your skill level:   

What would you hope to gainfrom the club:   

 
 
OTHER COMMENTS, SUGESTIONS, EXPECTATIONS:

YourMembershipDuesincludesfullaccesstoallofficialSIGS!
CABINETMAKERS;CARVERS;SCROLLERS;TURNERS
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 BARRY SALTSBERGTURNER’S GUILD

Jim Moloney opened the November 11th meeting and talked about the elections, currently in progress for the 
“Big club,” and upcoming for the SIGs.  At the December Guild meeting, we will have elections, followed by 
our holiday party. Wives and significant others are invited.  

 
Jim made mention of  a Stuart Batty video available on the Rocky Mountain Woodturners web site. It’s about 2 hours 
long and is a very comprehensive demo on bowl turning. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS Barry announced that we will be donating Beads of  Courage boxes to NY Presbyterian Hospital 
Morgan Stanley, where we have previously made a similar donation.  This donation will be in partnership with the 
Long Island Woodturners Association.  Boxes will be collected at the December meeting. 
 
SHOW AND TELL Marty P showed either a large white oak goblet or a small bowl on a stem that he made before the 
lockdown. 
 
RAFFLE Winners were Rob Crespolini and Steve Blakely.  Additional raffles of  black walnut logs were won by Marty 
Platt, Bob Urso and Mike Josiah (that he gave to Pat Lerner).   
 
The black Walnut was from a tree that was lost in a storm by a woman in Glen Cove, who contacted Mike Mittleman.  
She would like some bowls made from the wood, which will be turned by Barry S & Mike J. 
 
DEMONSTRATION Ed Piotrowski and Rob Crespolini on Ornaments 
 
Ed Pio demonstrated turning gnome ornaments.  He makes them in 3 parts: body, hat and nose.  He recommends 
using a plain wood for the body because it will be covered by hair.  Ed used a bowl gouge to round the pieces, using 
the wings to do the work.  He finished the pieces with Wood Glow, a wax with fine grit that leaves a very smooth 
and shiny surface.  
 
He then parted it off, leaving the bottom slightly concave so it would stand flat on a surface.   Next, he made the hat 
in a similar manner, followed by the nose.  For the nose, Ed made a 1/4” dowel for which he drilled a 1/4” hole in 
the body.  He assembled the pieces with hot glue, then attached the “hair” and “beard” also with hot glue.  The hair 
and beard are fake fur that Ed got from Hobby Lobby. The resulting gnome was a cute figure with the hat down 
over where the eyes should be. 
  
Rob Crespolini demonstrated making bird house ornaments.  Rob makes the roofs and bodies separately, and when 
he has several of  each, puts them together at random.  He buys tiny birds on line and attaches them to the bird hous-
es.  They are also available at Michael’s or Hobby Lobby, but at greater cost.  Ed rounds his pieces with a square-
ground skew, and does the shaping with a detail gouge. After sanding, Rob uses a shop formulated solution of  bee’s 
wax, linseed oil and mineral spirits. 
Ed and Rob created some cute Christmas ornaments for the upcoming season that we may want to duplicate. 
 
Thanks, guys!
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Marty Platt with a large goblet

Ed’s gnome friend
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Ed Piotrowski turning a 

gnome body
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Robert Crespolini turns a  

birdhouse ornament

Ed hot glues  

the beard on
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PUZZLE                                                                               MICHAEL R. MITTLEMAN

Solution 

M A S H E R
A R C A N A
S C A L D S
S A T O U T
I N H E R E
F E E D E R  

 
Solution to November

Tis the Season… 
 

Michael R. Mittleman 
 

How to play:  Complete the numerical grid so that every row, column and 3 x 3 box contains all 
digits from 1 to 9. 
 
 

 
 

 

1 4 7
8

5 2 3
2 8 4 7

4 9
6 7 1

2 7 5
7 1

6 9
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 BOB WOODLICFM

The Cabinet and Furniture Makers November 9th meeting began with nominations for election.  There is an 
opening for V.P.  The rest of  the meeting was an “extended show and tell of  sleds for table saws, band 
saws, and router tables.  Home-made is great, store bought is cool too.  As always bring in other show and 

tell or show and ask.”  The quote is from Jim Moloney. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS A brief  discussion concerned the annual show and should be held at the Cradle of  Aviation 
probably the weekend of  Sept. 17th and 18th.  

SHOW AND TELL The first project shown was Tom Ryan’s end grain cutting board with a three-dimensional look 
achieved by using miters.  Tom asked about the burn marks when routing cherry.  The response from members 
was that it was a common occurrence and one must sand.  

Joe Maday presented a tea caddy made from pine, mahogany, and veneer.  Joe had shown the piece on Zoom, but 
seeing the actual project was more impressive than the virtual showing.  The box is olive ash burl and satin wood 
with some checkerboard banding, which Joe made.  Some veneer manipulation was done to cover the legs. 
Brousseau hinges were used with White Chapel locks.  Joe intends to line the box with tin as was originally done.  

Bill Leonhardt showed a tenoning jig for use with his table saw.  Bill also made a tapering jig with safety in mind - 
unlike the hinged type. 

Norm Bald displayed a circle jig to be used with a bandsaw.  Norm used two notched blocks of  wood to attach 
the jig firmly to the table.  Norm also made a fence for a trim router using aluminum rods and angle irons.  Norm 
explained how he routed grooves in a Lazy Susan.  A band saw crosscutting sled was also made to cut trim cor-
ners.  Kreg runners were used in the fabrication. 

Ben Nawrath was the next presenter and started off  with a coping sled used on a router table.  Ben also made a 
bandsaw circle cutting jig.  Ben displayed a band saw jig used to cut straight edges on logs.  The jig is not just lim-
ited to log cutting, but can be used for other functions.  The jig is made of  three-quarter inch plywood and a run-
ner for the miter slot.  The uprights are butt-jointed to the base and have holes drilled in them to accept pipe 
clamps.  Ben thought he should have drilled more holds for more versatility. The clamps lock in the piece to be 
cut and Ben says it’s very secure and safe. Ben also made a picture frame sled using a carpenter’s square.  The con-
struction requires the runner to be attached at a forty-five-degree angle to the base.  The framing square is cut 
where both legs meet at ninety degrees.  One comment was when gluing picture frames, put one coat on the 
miters let it dry and then reapply a second coat.  The reason for second glue coat is the miters are end-grain and 
the glue gets absorbed on the first application. 

EDITORS NOTE There were photos of  the projects mentioned, but when they were inserted into the newsletter, 
they weren’t clear enough to include. I apologize to those members involved. 
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 ROBERT CARPENTIERLISA

Steve opened the November 18th meeting with the treasury report — we have $723.  We had a discussion about 
the December meeting.  We will have our usual holiday party and it will be a catered affair, except for drinks 
and desert which will be coordinated.  We will still have a show and tell and our usual ornament exchange. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS Joe Pascucci is selling 2 scroll saws, a G-4 Hawk, and a Pedal power scroll saw.  Also, Bob 
Carpentier is selling a Hegner scroll saw.  Please contact them for more information. 
 
D&D woodcrafts is back in operation and can be reached by phone at (610) 381-2286. 
 
I will be doing an exhibition with another artist at the West Islip Library during the entire month of  December.  I 
will be displaying pieces of  intarsia, fretwork, inlay and more. Bill Kuchler is the other artist who will be displaying 
his beautiful paintings.  His paintings have been in many exhibits, including the Islip Art Museum.  We have long 
admired each other’s work, so much so, that he actually did a painting of  one of  my pieces, and I have made an intar-
sia piece of  one of  his paintings.  Both of  these will be at the exhibit. 
 
SHOW AND TELL Joe showed a really nice horseshoe fretwork piece and was undecided as to whether or not it should 
have a backboard.  We voted that it should!  He also brought in a kinetic sculpture designed by Steve Good, and I 
also made the same piece.  We both were not happy with the motor (too slow).  They also don’t run smoothly. We 
will do more tinkering. 
 
Tom made the same kinetic sculpture, only much larger and more impressive, but he also was not happy with the 
motor.  Back to the drawing board!!! 
 
Rolf  showed a gnome, but this one had fur on it.  Really cute. 
 
Presentation  Rolf  on Shaping 
 
This was a really important topic because shaping is a huge factor in many scroll saw pieces.  As usual, Rolf  covered 
an enormous range of  categories, tool techniques, and best of  all, suggestions.  There is no way to include every-
thing, but some of  his topics were:  dust collection; power carving; working on dead flat surfaces; rounding edges; 
blades; and sanding.  We had a two-fisted sanding drum at the meeting with a sander on one side and a wonder wheel 
on the other.  Ok, so, what’s a wonder wheel?  It’s a great tool that those of  us who studied with Judy Gale Roberts 
use.  It’s about 5” long and 1/2” wide and can be sharpened so as to make grooves.  It’s perfect for carving hair, 
beards, or anything similar.  The best part was watching him shape a humming bird using this sander and using the 
wonder wheel for tail feathers.  He also demonstrated how and when to use a sanding mop.   
 
Overall, it was a perfect presentation to learn what, and how, to use tools for many scrolling projects. Thanks Mr. B. 
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