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THIS MONTH: 
 

SECRETARY’S NOTES 

TURNERS GUILD 

PUZZLE 

AND PHOTOS FROM THE CARVERS!!! 

 
 
 

 
 

The September 1st General Meeting was called to order by LIW 
President Mike Daum at 7:15 PM.  The session was in-person 
at the Frank Brush Barn and included a live stream via Zoom.  

Mike D. opened the meeting with a discussion dealing with organiza-
tional topics.  Also, we enjoyed a very interesting and informative pre-
sentation by Charlie James regarding his campaign desk project and 
veneering. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS Mike D. mentioned that Beads of  Courage box 
submissions will be due by the November 3rd General Meeting.  A 
NYC hospital will distribute the boxes to the recipients of  our efforts. 

 
Mike indicated there is a possibility for new meeting space at the 
Harned Brothers Sawmill, located in Commack.  Discussions are ongo-
ing. 
 
At the October meeting, nominees to the Election Committee will be 
named.  This action is in preparation for the annual LIW Board 
Members election. 
 
Finally, a new sawmill, Walz Wood World, which is located in Saint 
James was announced.  The contact number is 631-371-9830.  This mill 
specializes in air-dried and green lumber. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS AND SIG MEETING SCHEDULES 
 

Next General Meeting 10-6-2021 
Topic:  Everything about Table Saws 

Next LICFM Meeting, Ben Nawrath, SIG Pres., 10/12/2021 
Topic:  To be announced 

Next LIWG Meeting, Jim Moloney, SIG Pres., 10/14/2021 
Topic:  Robert Crespolini – Demonstration of  his method for 

turning a lidded box 
Next LISA Meeting, Steve Kelman, SIG Pres., 10/21/2021 
Topic:  To be announced 

Next SSOW Meeting, Frank Napoli, SIG Pres., 10/28/2021 
Topic:  Continue work on automatons and group project 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT LIW Treasurer Steve Fulgoni reported expens-
es over the past month, mostly associated with the technology upgrade.   

MEMBERSHIP REPORT Membership Director Joe Bottigliere indicated 
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the LIW membership count has remained steady and reminded all that 2022 renewals are now being accepted. 

NEW MEMBERS Carl Walz was introduced.  Carl is from the Saint James area.  And we welcome back Steve Gazes 
from Deer Park. 
 
RAFFLE WINNERS Mike Mittleman, Bob Weiss, and Bob Hutchinson enjoyed success.  Congratulations, gentlemen. 
 
PRESENTATION Long-time LIW member and woodworker extraordinaire Charlie James provided a Master Class on 
his construction of  a Jefferson-era campaign desk.  Charlie said the project took about two years for completion.  
The superior craftsmanship of  the project was recently recognized by Fine Woodworking magazine in issue 302 
(October 2021). 
 
First up was the desk stand.  Charlie built this from solid mahogany lumber.  Next, the desk itself  was discussed.  
The outer framework is veneered MDF.  The drawer sides are walnut, while the bottoms are plywood.  The desk and 
drawer fronts are graced with extensive inlay work.  Charlie made all of  the inlay… naturally.  The desk top also 
sports two quill pen and ink pot inlays.  There are several secret compartments as well.  Overall, it is a gorgeous piece:  
elegantly proportioned and beautifully constructed.  Along with the stand and desk, Charlie brought in several tools 
and jigs he used in the build. 
 
The information-packed presentation included many slides depicting various steps in the construction.  Charlie 
emphasized several flaws which occurred and the methods he used to correct them.  One takeaway from the lecture 
was, “Don’t throw away scraps.  Save them for repairs until the project is completed.”  While reviewing the chal-
lenges of  construction, Charlie summarized by stating, “Lotta glue, lotta clamps.”  Amen, brother. 
 

Thanks to Charlie for sharing his advice and experiences.  
The audience was very appreciative. 
 
ADJOURNMENT The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
 
OCTOBER MEETINGS 
 
There will be a General Meeting starting at 7 PM on 
October 6, 2021 at the Frank Brush Barn and available via 
Zoom. 
 
There will be a Board Meeting starting at 7 PM on 
October 18, 2021 at the Palace Diner in Hauppauge.

Abnormal humor
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Members admire 

Charlie’s work
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Charlie James with his 

Jefferson Lap Desk
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Stand for the lap desk
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 BARRY SALTSBERGTURNER’S GUILD

Jim opened the September 9th meeting with the announcement that Totally Turning in Saratoga in on. The 
dates are March 26-27, 2022. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS Barry gave an update on Beads of  Courage.  Continue making boxes, but where or when they 
will be delivered is unknown at this time.  Due to Covid restrictions, the facilities contacted are unable to accept 
them yet. 
 
SHOW AND TELL 
 

Charlie F. had a box made from “Brady” wood, and a Crown skew chisel in the “English” design. 
 

Ed Pio made 3 vases from Eastern red cedar. 
 

Jim M. showed a cherry vase and a goblet (chapter challenge) made from Ipe. 
 

Rob C. had a goblet made in 3 sections from 3 different woods. 
 

Gary made 2 goblets, one a natural edge. 
 

Mike J. showed many wood/epoxy pieces: 2 bowls, 1 platter, 1vase, and 1 box to illustrate his demonstra-
tion. 

 
RAFFLE 
 

The first drawing was won by Rob C. 
 

The second drawing was won by Rob DeM. 
 

The third drawing was a cedar Blank and again won by Rob C. 
 
Demonstration – Mike Josiah on Epoxy Casting 
 
Mike showed a cut-off  of  a log that will become a wood/epoxy bowl.  He said he used to lop off  the ends and 
throw them away until he realized that he could make a beautiful bowl from them.   

To make molds, he uses Tuck tape, which is better than duct tape for the purpose at hand.  Mike uses a brand of  
resin called EcoPoxy that is very slow setting (3 days). He also uses Alumilite, which is faster setting (24 hours). 
 
Mike’s pressure pot is from Harbor Freight, to which he has made some changes.  For mixing the epoxy resin, 
plastic cups are good and cheap, and tongue depressors are used to mix with.  He recommends using silicon mold 
release spray on the inside of  the molds.  A polyethylene sheet that can be used for making round molds was dis-
played. 
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Mike also showed some additives to give color and other effects to the castings:  mica powder (very little is need-
ed); and glow-in-the-dark powder (expose it to light and it will glow).  He said he uses it for “magic wand” tips 
that he makes for kids. 
 
Mike talk included a slide presentation on his process for wood/epoxy casting.  One slide introduced a video enti-
tled “Converting a Harbor Freight Pressure Pot for resin Casting” that is available on You Tube.  
He showed a series of  slides on using resin or resin/wood to make jewelry pendants. 
 
There was too much more to Mike’s demonstration to get all the details here.  Good job Mike! 

Gary Mayhew shows his 

chapter challenge goblets
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Red cedar vases by Ed Piotrowski

Chapter challenge goblets and a vase
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Chapter challenge goblets and a vase
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Mike Josiah’s platter with resin

Mike Josiah discusses his 

process for resin casting
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Mike Josiah explains how he 

modified a Harbor Freight  

pressure pot

Mike Josiah receibed the 1st 

Place ribbon for Wood Craft at 

the  Gallery North Art Show
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PUZZLE                                                                               MICHAEL R. MITTLEMAN

Solution 

P R I S M S
A E R I A L
S T E E L Y
T I N N I E
O R I N G S
R E C A N T  

Solution to September

There are Exactly 6,670,903,752,021,072,936,960 Possible Solvable Sudoku Grids 
Yielding a Unique Result for a Classic 9 X 9 Puzzle 

 
Michael R. Mittleman 

 
How to play:  Complete the numerical grid so that every row, column and 3 x 3 box contains all 
digits from 1 to 9. 
 
 

 
 

 

5 3 8
4 1

9 2 6
3 4 2 6 1

6 7 8

8 5 2
2 3

1 9 3 4
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 BOB WOODLICFM

DEMONSTRATION Norm Bald on Pin Routers 

The topic of  the September 14th meeting was pin routers presented by Norm Bald. Norm explained the setup and 
use. The term “pin router” is a misnomer.  The pin is separate from the router.  The terminology will hopefully be 
clarified below.  

A steel pin is attached to a raised arm, which in turn, is bolted with T nuts, not inserts, to the router table.  The arm 
with the pin extends over the center of  the router.  The router is positioned as usual under the table.  

Norm explained that the bottom of  the pin which faces down from the arm is aligned with the center of  the router 
bit.  Norm used a block to align the pin and router bit.  When in operation the pin never touches the router bit.  
Once centered, the arm is bolted to the router table.  The base of  the arm has slotted holes for adjustment purpos-
es.  

The function of  the pin is to follow a template.  At the same time, the router cuts the base or final product materi-
al, e.g., cherry, maple, etc.  Norm made an MDF template with a scroll saw and then smoothed all the edges elimi-
nating all bumps.  The template is first attached to a sacrificial board, such as 1/2-inch plywood with Duck carpet 
tape and pin nails.  The pin rides just a hair above the sacrificial board as it follows the MDF template.  The FPM is 
attached to the sacrificial board with the Duck carpet tape.  The result is a three-layered arrangement, i.e., the top is 
the template, the middle is the sacrificial board, and bottom is the actual piece.  Norm uses several passes to pro-
duce the outline or configuration of  the FPM.  Again, the pin never touches the router bit.  Norm made sure the 
tape was not in the cutting line.  

Norm had to make a 1/8-inch diameter pin to work with an 1/8-inch router bit.  The reason for this modified pin 
was because of  tight cuts in the design. If  the bit and pin are not the same diameter it will not accurately produce 
the cuts.  Norm used a 1/8-inch spiral upcut router bit for this project. 

Norm’s project is for a wedding and he had to make twenty centerpieces.  The centerpieces were an outline of  the 
state of  Arizona which is where the wedding will occur.  Inside the outline is a circle and a cactus tree which is where 
most of  the tight cuts were. 

The base was essentially a loose mortise and tenon joint because the centerpieces had to be transported in suitcas-
es.  

The centerpieces were finished with five coats of  spray polyurethane.  

Norm also made a picture frame using the same template and process.  Norm explained the steps in making a rab-
bet to accept the wedding picture in the circle.  The base was attached with screws.  

Overall Norm’s presentation clearly explained how to set up a pin router and how to use it.  Thanks for a great 
demonstration, Norm.
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Ben found his name tag! And Woody 

makes use of the new A/V  

equipment at the Barn

Norm’s finished project

Norm sets up the height of the pin he used 

against the pattern

Norm shows the pattern and backer board.
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Norm’s removable pin router setup


